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forum at Halifax Central Library as part 
of DAL200, “Local Struggles for Justice, 
SOSA and the Marshall Commission.”  
SOSA has a special relation to the 
commission (1988-9) into the wrongful 
conviction of the young Mi’kmaq 
Donald Marshall Jr.. Donald Clairmont 
(Emeritus) was the lead researcher for 
the commission which shone a light on 
institutionalized racism in Nova Scotia. 
The panel, including SOSA’s own Afua 
Cooper and Diana Lewis, was animated 
and informative, as participants 
discussed ongoing struggles around 

SUMMER 2018

We began the year with a party marking 
Chris Murphy’s long and fruitful time in 
the department (see inside for photos). 
Many generations of Dal alumni will 
remember Chris—either as a classmate 
from the colourful 60s student days 
of his MA, or in his more serious 
professorship. All of us will recall his 
particular gift with words.  He’s not 
done talking and writing, fortunately, 
so we look forward to more of both, 
but now as an Inglis Professor through 
our sister institution, the University of 
King’s College.

More on the reflection side of things, 
SOSA’s Karen Foster organized a public 
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WE SHARED THE TASK of chairing the Department of Sociology and 
Social Anthropology through another busy year.  SOSA turned 50 in 
2017, while Dalhousie celebrates its bicentennial in 2018. Meanwhile, 
both Canada and Das Kapital turned 150.  Anniversaries all around--
offering opportunities for celebration and reflection.  



racism and social justice in the 
province.  

Returning to the celebration theme, 
in the pages that follow you will see the 
wide variety of research our community 
has been doing; honours, and graduate 
students, as well as postdocs, and of 
course, faculty have all been busy. 
We are particularly delighted to have 
witnessed the successful defenses 
of three of our doctoral students this 
year: now Dr. Paul Armstrong, Dr. Shiva 
Nourpanah and Dr. Catherine Bryan.  In 
other graduate student news, a group 
of reflective and celebratory doctoral 
students organized a panel discussion 
about the lasting influence of Karl 
Marx’s Capital.  We are pleased that 
Michael Halpin, our resident Killam 
Postdoctoral Fellow, will be extending 
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What are Dalhousie’s roles and responsibilities vis-a-vis 
racism and social inequalities in Halifax, in Nova Scotia, 
and beyond?

The Marshall Commission (1988-9), in which Dal SOSA faculty were 
involved, laid the groundwork for the Indigenous Black and M’ikmaq (IB&M) 
Initiative that continues at the Schulich School of Law today. In recent 
years, numerous other programs have launched across Dalhousie’s various 
faculties, with similar aims: improving access to post-secondary education 
for racialized students.

Panellists Afua Cooper, Sheila Francis,  Lynn Jones, Diana Lewis, 
L. Jane Mcmillan, and Michelle Williams will draw on their own 
areas of research and community activism to look back on the Marshall 
Commission’s recommendations, assumptions, and goals, and the broad 
project of increasing campus diversity.
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his time in SOSA; he will take up the 
inaugural Donald Hill Postdoctoral 
Fellowship for the next three years.

This summer we bid farewell to three 
colleagues. Killam Postdoctoral Fellow 
Thomas Abrams, will be taking up a 
tenure track position in the Sociology 
Department at Queens University. 
Congratulations Thomas!  We also wish 
Jennifer Silcox all the best as she moves 
on, continuing her work on gender and 
criminalization in Canada. Jennifer’s 
engaging and energetic teaching and 
congenial presence in the department 
will be very much missed by her 
students and colleagues. After having 
poured her energy and insight into 
establishing Dalhousie’s Indigenous 
Studies program, Diana (Dee) Lewis is 
moving on to Western University.  

CHAIR MESSAGE cont’d

The department, faculty and university 
owe a considerable debt to Dee for 
her important work here. Happily, 
Dee will continue to work with local 
communities in Nova Scotia, so we 
look forward to seeing her around.  

Finally two faculty transitions: 
we are so pleased to announce that 
Laura Eramian has joined us for the 
long haul, having won a tenure track 
position in the department.  Afua 
Cooper was promoted to Full Professor, 
upon completion of a very successful 
tenure as James R. Johnston Chair 
in Black Canadian Studies. She 
also become Halifax’s seventh Poet 
Laureate. Congratulations Laura and 
Afua!
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FACULTY UPDATES
LINDSAY DUBOIS 
Dr. DuBois stepped away from the chair 
for a sabbatical in January through 
June 2018.  She continues her work on 
Argentina’s Conditional Cash Transfer 
Program as part of her ongoing interest 
in working class experiences and 
politics in urban Argentina. Travelling 
to Cuba in May was a highlight of the 
year.  In addition to co-organizing and 
participating in what turned out to be 
an exciting panel on Value and Politics 
at the CASCA conference in Santiago, 
she got to see both Havana and PhD 
student Daniel Salas’ field site.  

LAURA ERAMIAN
Dr. Eramian is delighted to announce 
that her ethnographic monograph, 
Peaceful Selves: Personhood, 
Nationhood, and the Post-Conflict 
Moment in Rwanda (2018), was 
published this year by Berghahn Books. 
She also published two journal articles 
in the Political and Legal Anthropology 
Review and the Journal of Modern 
African Studies. Dr. Eramian presented 
a paper at the Canadian Anthropology 
Society conference in Santiago de Cuba 
in May 2018. She also had the great 
pleasure of supervising her first cohort 
of honours students this year as the 
SOSA honours seminar instructor. In the 
winter 2018 term, Dr. Eramian piloted 
the department’s new course, SOSA 
3300: Community Research Workshop, 
which was a resounding success from 
the perspective of both the students 
and the community partner for the 
course, the Ecology Action Centre. Last, 
but certainly not least, Dr. Eramian is 
thrilled to have been hired on in July 
2018 as a tenure-track faculty member 
after many years of serving on limited-
term appointments.

ELIZABETH (LIZ) FITTING
Dr. Fitting started the academic year 
off at a workshop --the Coloquio 
Internacional Agrobiodiversidad, 
Patrimonio Local y OGM – in Cholula, 
Puebla, when an earthquake 
temporarily interrupted the workshop 
discussion. Happily no one on 
campus was injured, and we were 
able to reconvene the next day off 
site, although the earthquake was 
devastating elsewhere.  Liz returned to 

Mexico in early December to conduct 
some interviews about the country’s 
seed laws, participated in an MA thesis 
defence, and give a short talk to high 
school students in the Tehuacán Valley.  
She also gave a talk on the concept of 
primitive accumulation in the study 
and struggle for seed sovereignty at the 
Symposium organized in honour of the 
150th anniversary of the publication of 
Marx’s Capital (see symposium poster) 
and on similar issues at the CASCA 
conference held in Santiago, Cuba this 
past May. A chapter she wrote on Latin 
America and GM crops came out in an 
edited collection entitled Food and Place: 
A Critical Exploration.  Finally, Liz served 
as acting graduate coordinator for 6 
months during which time she got to 
know some of our graduate students and 
their research interests better.   

KAREN FOSTER
Much of Dr. Foster’s year was spent 
screwing up paperwork in the 
establishment of the Rural Futures 
Research Centre (www.dal.ca/sites/rfrc), 
a telephone survey lab and research hub 
for her CRC work on rural sustainability. 
The rest of her time, aside from teaching 
and supervising some amazing graduate 
students, was devoted to public 
talks at the Halifax Central Library, 
unintentionally getting in public debates 
with the Premier about minimum 
wage hikes, wrapping up one research 
project on contract academic staff in 
Canadian universities and colleges 
(with the CAUT), another on import 
replacement in rural Atlantic Canada, 
and a third on youth outmigration from 
shrinking communities, with all of the 
publications and presentations that 
entails. At the end of the academic year, 
she was awarded a SSHRC Insight Grant 
for a 5-year, mixed-methods study of 
occupational succession in rural families. 
She looks forward to beginning this work 
over the summer, alongside a couple 
other pet projects, including an attempt 
to revive and reevaluate an old SOSA 
super-project on “Marginal Work Worlds.”

LIESL GAMBOLD 
Dr. Gambold was on sabbatical for 
the Fall semester of 2017. During this 
time, she continued to do qualitative 
interviews for one of her research 

projects on how members of Canadian 
advisory bodies evaluate information 
as they formulate recommendations 
for cancer drug funding. Liesl also 
continued doing research on the 
need for innovative housing models 
for seniors, including members of 
the LGBTQ population. This resulted 
in the co-coordination of a two day 
workshop/public panel (June 2018) 
on Innovative LGBTQ Senior Housing 
Models in the EU and lessons Canada 
could take away from such models. 
During Liesl’s sabbatical she also 
helped her mom, who lives in Arizona, 
move into an assisted living facility. 
While such moments are difficult for 
many reasons, she was glad to be able 
to be there for her mom. The Winter 
2018 term was a blur as Liesl taught 
three class, including her new class 
on Sport: why we play, and started her 
new role as the Gender and Women’s 
Studies Program Coordinator. In May, 
Liesl attended the CASCA conference 
in Santiago, CUBA - her first visit to 
Cuba and a great adventure. Finally, 
Liesl and her children FINALLY became 
proud Canadian citizens in March. After 
fifteen years of living in Halifax, it was 
about time!

PAULINE GARDINER BARBER
Since the previous newsletter, Dr. 
Gardiner Barber is most proud of her 
two PhD students who graduated in 
2018; Dr. Shiva Nourpanah and Dr. 
Catherine Bryan. Over the past year, 
Pauline has co-authored conference 
papers and articles with Catherine 
and Shiva, both of whom worked on 
migration related thesis projects. 
Conferences include Work Migration 
and Health, U. of Toronto, CASCA in 
Cuba, and the International Sociology 
Association, Toronto. Examples 
of published work appears in the 
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 
(with Catherine) and the Journal of 
Healthcare Policy with Shiva and other 
members of the Nova Scotia research 
team working on Employment Related 
Geographical Mobility for health care 
professionals and paraprofessionals 
in the province. Our team is one 
component of the Memorial University 

Continued on page 4
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based On The Move SSHRC partnership 
grant which is wrapping up in 2019.  

Another highlight of 2018 was 
Pauline’s invitation to present an invited 
talk in Reykjavik at the University of 
Iceland where she serves as a research 
board member for the Mobilities and 
Transnational Iceland project. Pauline’s 
talk was titled “Temporal Entanglements 
and Historical Irony in Philippine 
Global Migration”. Some of these same 
themes are explored in her new volume 
Migration, Temporality, and Capitalism: 
Entangled Mobilities across Global 
Spaces. (co-edited with Winnie Lem), 
Palgrave (2018).  On the teaching front, 
one exciting new component of the 
2017-18 academic year in FASS was the 
launching of a new introductory course 
Globalizations co-taught by Pauline and 
Ruben Zaiotti from Political Science.   
Students were excited to explore the 
relevance of core SOSA and Poli Sci 
concepts applied to global institutions 
and issues.  

JEAN-SÉBASTIEN GUY
Since last summer, Dr. Guy has 
published an article in the Canadian 
Review of Sociology (“Are value-neutrality 
and value-engagement properties of 
social actors or social moments?”) and 
a chapter in the Palgrave Handbook 
of Relational Sociology released in 
2018 (“Is Niklas Luhmann a relational 
sociologists?”). As a follow-up to this 
chapter, he wrote another article which 
has been accepted for publication in 
Systems Research and Behavioral Science 
(“Niklas Luhmann before relational 
sociology: the cybernetics roots of 
systems theory”). Additionally, Jean-
Sébastien has submitted an article 
to Cybernetics and Human Knowing 
(“Problems and differentiation: a 
Deleuze-Luhmann encounter”) and 
another one to the International Review 
of Sociology (“Bourdieu in Hyperspace: 
from social topology to space of flows”). 
Both articles have been revised and 
the author is waiting to hear back from 
each journal. The last article is based 
on a paper presented at the American 
Association of Sociology’s annual 
meeting held in Montreal in August 
2017. Jean-Sébastien has also been 
invited to present at the colloquium 
Intimités et sexualités contemporaines 
held in Montreal in June 2018. Finally, he 
has received a contract with Palgrave-
Macmillan for the publication of a 

book tentatively 
entitled, Theory 
after structure and 
agency: Introducing 
the metric/nonmetric 
distinction.

CHRISTOPHER 
HELLAND
Dr. Helland has 
been working on 
3 main research 
areas over the 
last year:  In 2017, 
an international 
research group 
studying religion 
and media, of 
which Dr. Helland 
is a member, received the Henry Luce 
Foundation Grant for the project “Public 
Religion and Public Scholarship in the 
Digital Age.” The project is under the 
direction of professor Stewart Hoover 
(University of Colorado, Boulder). 
Dr. Helland’s role is to explore how 
developing online technologies 
impact religious ritual practices and 
the public’s perception of what it 
means to do religion in the digital age.  
Chris also received an International 
Collaborative Research Grant from 
the American Academy of Religion 
for the project “Video Games and 
Value Systems.” This project, located 
primarily at the University of Helsinki 
with the participation of scholars from 
Finland, Germany, Czech Republic, 
and the United States, explores how 
video games both represent and 
challenge dominant cultural value 
systems. Chris is also continuing his 
research on the expanding role of 
internet technologies within diaspora 
communities. He presented a paper 
entitled “The Cyberlama and the Virtual 
Sangha: Tibetan Buddhism beyond 
the Nationless State” at the South and 
South East Asia Association for the 
Study of Culture and Religion in Ho Chi 
Min City, Vietnam. He wrote a Forward 
for Methods for Studying Video Games 
and Religion (2018, Routledge) and 
co-authored “Augmenting the Dharma” 
with G.P. Grieve and R. Sing (2017) for 
Religion Going Public. 

DIANA LEWIS
Over the last year, Professor Lewis has 
completed her PhD thesis TLILNUO’LTI’K 
- WEJI-SQALIA’TIMK: HOW WE WILL BE 

MI’KMAQ ON OUR LAND (WORKING 
TOGETHER WITH PICTOU LANDING 
FIRST NATION TO REDEFINE A HEALTHY 
COMMUNITY) and will defend in 
August, 2018. She participated in talks 
at the Halifax Central Library titled 
“The Marshall Commission: What are 
Dalhousie’s responsibilities vis-à-vis 
racism and social inequalities in Halifax, 
in Nova Scotia, and beyond” and at 
the Graduate History Society’s 20th 
Annual History Across the Disciplines 
Conference, Revolutionizing the 
academy: History across the disciplines. 
Diana attended the 17th International 
Medical Geography Symposium in 
Angers, France, to present “Combining 
Indigenous worldview and science 
to measure how land displacement 
and environmental dispossession are 
disproportionately effecting Indigenous 
communities globally” and “(Don’t) 
Put it near the Indians: An integrative 
approach to implementing Indigenous 
and Western knowledge systems for 
investigating environmental health 
injustice in Canada”. Diana also 
completed a report “Climate change 
impacts on Atlantic First Nations 
Drinking Water, Wastewater Systems” 
and participated in a Community Based 
Water Monitor Training Program for 
First Nation Water and Wastewater 
Technicians for the Atlantic Policy 
Congress of First Nations Chiefs 
Secretariat and conducted a political 
environment scan for a strategic 
planning process for the Union of 
Nova Scotia Indians Tribal Council. 
As Coordinator of the Indigenous 
Studies Program, Diana is pleased to 
report that annual enrolments in the 

Chris Helland (right) with Geshe in Leh, Ladakh India

FACULTY UPDATES cont’d
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program continue to trend upwards in 
the 2017/18 calendar year. A Mi’kmaw 
Language course is in development, 
with two classes slated to be offered 
in the 2018/19 calendar year. Finally, 
the Elders-in-Residence Program has 
moved out from under the Indigenous 
Studies umbrella to become campus-
wide program due to the overwhelming 
demand for the services of the Elders. 

FIONA MARTIN

Fiona enjoying her backyard

Over the last year, Dr. Martin has 
co-edited a themed section of the 
International journal of drug policy on the 
governance of parenting and substance 
use, authoring a paper for a journal on 
concepts of motherhood within the 
social science drug literature that will 
be published in the Fall 2018. She is 
currently collaborating on a Michael 
Smith Health Research Foundation-
funded learning alliance grant that 
addresses the needs of caregivers for 
those engaged with the substance use 
treatment system in Canada, and a 
CIHR-funded CBR grant based in Nova 
Scotia, titled “Preventing the spread 
of HIV: The critical role of addiction 
treatment services.” She continues to 
collaborate with scholars from the U.K., 
Ireland, the U.S. and Australia to develop 
an international, cross-cultural study 
on the trajectories of parents who use 
opioids through the health and social 
care system and the nexus of relations 
between families, agencies and the 
state, and to analyze the health and 
social policy arrangements that govern 
pregnant women’s access to methadone 
in Canada.

BRIAN NOBLE
Dr. Noble has continued over 2017-18 
to advance decolonial, Indigenous-
allied research.  He joined Mexican 
and Australian anthropologists Aida 

Hernandez-Castillo and Suzi Hutchings 
in completing the edited collection 
Transcontinental Dialogues: Activist 
Alliances with Indigenous Peoples of 
Canada, Mexico and Australia (UArizona 
Press).  In that, his chapter “Grounded 
Allies” draws together a decolonial 
toolkit for anthropological research 
with Indigenous Peoples.  Likewise, his 
localized action research is featured 
in the essay “Treaty-Ecologies:  With 
Persons, Peoples, Animals & the 
Land” soon out with UT Press as 
the synthesis and conclusion to the 
volume Resurgence and Reconciliation: 
Indigenous-Settler Relations and Earth 
Teachings, edited by James Tully, 
Michael Asch, John Borrows, Lecturers 
from the 2012-14 Dalhousie McKay 
Series.  And on the Science Studies 
front, Brian has presented on his 
Articulating Dinosaurs at Toronto’s 
Royal Ontario Museum; then at CASCA 
Cuba, and at Dalhousie on his new 
Cosmopolitical initiative in multispecies 
entanglements – re: Crows, Coyotes, 
Humans, microbes – drawing together 
anthropology, ecology, ethology, 
metagenomics and Treaty relations.  
This new research seeks to address 
post-tipping-point earth relations via 
inter-disciplinary study of complex, 
politically animated, socionatural 
interactions.  Brian is keen to hear 
from potential graduate students who 
may be interested in working in these 
areas!  At the same time, Dr. Noble 
remains active in justice-seeking action 
initiatives from the grassroots of the 
academy, and with Indigenous and 
environmental activist communities.

ROBIN OAKLEY
Dr. Oakley co-published a chapter with 
Cathy Fournier in Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine: Knowledge 
Production and Social Transformation 
(C. Brosnan, P. Vuolanto, J-A Brodin 
Danell (Palgrave MacMillion) and 
published a double review in Itinerario: 
International Journal on the History 
of European Expansion and Global 
Interaction (Cambridge). She completed 
a chapter on the migration and health 
experiences of a family of non-status 
Mi’kmaq for an edited volume (A. Sigfird 
Grosneth and J. Skinner Eds; 2019) and 
has two more book reviews scheduled 
for 2018 for American Ethnologist 
and Itinerario. She taught two new 

courses and completed another round 
in summer school of her Fully-Online 
Distance class SOSA 3147 Aging 
Cross Culturally which has increased 
enrollments since the pilot began in 
2014 through Dalhousie’s Strategic 
Initiative.

MARTHA RADICE
Dr. Radice had a busy year serving 
as President of the Canadian 
Anthropology Society/Société 
canadienne d’anthropologie, a 
term that culminated in its hugely 
successful annual conference held 
in Santiago de Cuba in May. As Past 
President, she will co-organize the 2019 
conference to be held jointly with the 
American Anthropological Association 
in Vancouver. Martha continued her 
research into carnival culture in New 
Orleans, where she conducted fieldwork 
in June 2017 and during carnival 2018. 
She was invited to give talks about this 
study in the Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology at Simon Fraser 
University (November 2017) and the 
David Schroeder Music and Culture 
Lecture Series at Dalhousie’s Fountain 
School of Performing Arts (January 
2018). April brought the exciting news 
that her application for a SSHRC Insight 
Grant to pursue this research, framed 
as a contribution to the anthropology of 
happiness, was successful. Meanwhile, 
in the classroom, Martha enjoyed 
teaching SOSA’s core second-year 
ethnography course (featuring Dr. 
Eramian’s book Peaceful Selves), as well 
as electives exploring urban studies 
and thinking through the private and 
the public. In the public arena, Martha 
contributed her expertise on public art 
and urban belonging as a panellist at 
the Creative City Network Summit of 
Canada and in a Dalhousie cross-faculty 
event commemorating the Halifax 
Harbour Explosion of 1917. 

HOWARD RAMOS
During the course of the 2017-2018 
academic year Dr. Ramos has been 
engaged in a wide range of activities. 
With a team of researchers across 
the country he published The Equity 
Myth: Racialization and Indigeneity 
at Canadian Universities with UBC 
Press. With Rochelle Wijesingha of 
McMaster University he published 

FACULTY UPDATES cont’d
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an article in the Canadian Journal of 
Higher Education on similar issues, 
which won the Edward F. Sheffield 
Award for ‘best’ article published in 
the journal during 2017. Dr. Ramos 
also received a Dalhousie President’s 
Research Excellence Research Impact 
Award. During the course of the year 
he published an article on Indigenous 
recognition in Canadian universities 
in the Canadian Review of Sociology, as 
well as on media coverage of rooming 
houses and tourism development in 
Atlantic Canada, and on trends in 
funding of women’s organization in 
American Behavioral Scientist with PhD 
student Emma Kay.  Dr. Ramos was a 
Co-Investigator on a successful SSHRC 
Insight Grant looking at hockey arenas 
as multicultural spaces and worked with 
a team of graduate student research 
assistants on producing reports on 
perceptions of change in Halifax, 
Moncton, Charlottetown, and St. John’s. 
The project produced five reports which 
garnered media attention by CBC, CTV, 
Global TV and other media. During the 
year, he also began work on the social 
implications of artificial intelligence and 
presented an invited talk on the issues 
at University of Winnipeg, available on 
YouTube, as well as op-eds in the Ottawa 
Citizen. He also served as Associate 
Dean of Research for the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences.

MARGARET ROBINSON
The 2017-2018 year has been busy for 
Dr. Robinson. She taught six courses, 

gave five guest lectures, and was 
nominated for the Contract and Limited-
Term Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. She was awarded a $3000 
Teaching & Learning Enhancement 
Grant to lead a discussion about 
Mi’kmaq teaching methods. She 
travelled to Hawaii and Washington 
State as part of her work as a Lauhoe 
research Fellow. With colleagues in 
Toronto and Halifax she  submitted two 
large CIHR grant applications and is 
currently Co-Investigator on projects 
examining the legalization of cannabis 
(PI Sergio Reueda), Decolonizing 
animation (PI Shannon Brownlee), and 
the Atlantic Indigenous Mentorship 
Network (PI Debbie Martin). As 
collaborator on a CIHR planning grant 
(PI Lori Ross) Dr. Robinson hosted a 
discussion on Indigenous LGBTQ and 
two-spirit poverty in Toronto. 

It’s been a good year for publications 
as well. She published eight peer-
reviewed journal articles, including 
one on Indigenous spirituality in social 
work for the Journal of Indigenous 
Social Development. She published five 
book chapters including “The Roots of 
My Indigenous Veganism,” in Critical 
Animal Studies: Towards Trans-species 
Social Justice, edited by A Matsuoka & 
J Sorensen. She gave 23 presentations, 
including a lecture at Mount Holyoke in 
Massachusetts and one at the National 
Gathering of Graduate Students in 
Vancouver. Locally, she gave a keynote 
address at Defiance: An Interdisciplinary 

Graduate Conference, presented at the 
Canadian Public Health Association 
Conference in Halifax, gave talks at 
Dal’s Re:presentations conference, and 
at Dal’s Feminist Lecture Series, spoke 
sexuality and gender at Halifax Pride, 
to the LGBTI Network of Nova Scotia 
Provincial Employees, and to LEA Place 
in Sheet Harbour, and was a commentor 
at ‘Suefest’, A Celebration of the Work of 
Susan Sherwin hosted by the Canadian 
Society for Bioethics and Dalhousie 
University. She was recently appointed 
Acting Coordinator for Dalhousie’s 
Indigenous Studies Program and looks 
forward to expanding the conversation 
around Mi’kmaw teaching values and 
practices.

JENNIFER SILOX

This past year was a busy one for 
Dr. Silcox! Due to the popularity of 
her criminology and law courses, 
the enrolment of each was beyond 
capacity. When she wasn’t teaching and 
developing new course material, she 
was presenting at the annual American 
Society of Criminology conference 
in Pennsylvania and making new 
networking connections with other 
assistant professors in North America. 
While in Pennsylvania, she visited the 
Eastern State Penitentiary, which was 
built in 1829 and served as one of the 
models for the rest of the United States 
and Canada. After teaching about this 
prison for many years, it was neat to 
finally see it! Currently, she is finishing 
up a revise and resubmit on a solo 
manuscript and working on another 
that compares the representation of 
violent girls in Canada and the United 
States with Dr. Tia Stevens Andersen 
and Dr. Deana Isom Scott from the 
University of South Carolina. 

EMMA WHELAN
Dr. Whelan had a relaxing and 
stimulating half-sabbatical from July 
to December, and a less relaxing, but 

Martha, right with camera, doing fieldwork
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still stimulating, turn as Acting Chair 
from January to June. During her 
sabbatical, she travelled to London 
to conduct research at the Wellcome 
Library and the British Library on early 
20th century hygiene campaigns; and 
to Manitoba as an invited speaker in 
the “Gender Frontiers” series mounted 
by the Gender & Women’s Studies 
program at Brandon University, where 
she gave two letures and a public 
talk, “’I keep my hands clean! Why 
can’t he?’ The Gendering of Hand 
Hygiene, 1920-present.” She had 
a short piece, “In praise of value-
interrogating sociology,” published 
in the Canadian Review of Sociology 
as part of a symposium entitled “A 
Pragmatic Approach to Understanding 
Sociologists’ Differing Views on Value-
Neutrality”; and an article published in 
Critical Public Health, entitled “Working 
up a lather:  The rise (and fall?) of hand 
hygiene in Canadian newspapers, 
1986-2015,” based on a qualitative 
analysis of over 500 newspaper articles 
on hand washing and infectious 
disease control. She began work on her 
Associated Medical Services project 
grant, “Childhood Hand Hygiene 
Education and Responsible Motherhood 
in Canada, 1910-1979,” with the able 
assistance of SOSA students Janine 
Delorey and Lauren Coutts. Finally, she 
collaborated with SOSA colleague Karen 
Foster (with the able assistance of SOSA 
student Hannah MacDougall) on a 
new project about the much-discussed 
‘crisis’ in student mental health in 
Canadian universities; they will present 
initial findings at the International 
Sociological Association meetings in 
July. 

YOKO YOSHIDA
In the Spring 2017, Dr. Yoshida was 
awarded a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council’s Insight 
Grant as Principal Investigator (with 
Michael Haan, CI, and Howard Ramos, 
collaborator) to focus on immigrant 
retention and economic outcomes 
of immigrants in Atlantic Canada, 
using various administrative datasets, 
including the Longitudinal Immigration 
Datasets (IMDB). Related to this 
research, she is collaborating on several 
projects with Dr. Jonathan Amoyaw, 
a new Post-Doctoral fellow in SOSA. 
As a Co-Investigator for a Partnership 
Grant for the Child and Youth Refugee 

Research Coalition (CYRRC), Dr. Yoshida 
started examining how refugee children 
and youths to Canada make transitions 
into adulthood. By examining IMDB 
and focusing on those who landed 
in Canada as refugee children and 
youths (0-17 years old) during the 
years 1980-2000, and who are now 
adults, her research asks whether 
their economic outcomes and entry 
into marital/common-law unions and 
having a children differ from other 
types of immigrants to Canada.  The 
primary findings of her research were 
presented at various conferences, 
including the Population Association 

FACULTY UPDATES cont’d

of America (Denver, Colorado), and the 
Canadian Population Society (Regina) 
meetings.  Some reports are available 
through “Research note on different 
methods of estimating retention rates” 
and “Economic outcomes of Refugee 
Children and Youth”.  She was also 
invited as an expert witness to the 
Parliament Standing Committee on 
Citizenship and Immigration (October, 
2017). There, with her colleague 
Dr. Howard Ramos, she presented 
her previous work on economic and 
demographic profiles of immigrants to 
Atlantic Canada.  

Visiting Scholar 
Michael Halpin

SINCE ARRIVING IN HALIFAX, DR. HALPIN has (mostly) 
been writing. In May 2018, he submitted a book proposal 
on his dissertation work, which examines emerging brain 
science on mental illness. Michael also has an invited book 
chapter under review. The chapter provides guidelines 
for social science researchers and health professionals 
interested in interviewing persons with dementia. In 
addition to showing around visitors from Canada and the 

USA, he has spent his summer sending out papers for peer-review, with 
one manuscript already out the door. Michael also began collaborating 
with Dr. Amy Bombay (Psychiatry, Nursing) and is a Co-Investigator on her 
CIHR grant that focuses on Indigenous health. Aside from writing, Michael 
designed and taught on intersession course on the Sociology of Mental 
Health, which was great fun. He was also fortunate to have a conference in 
New Orleans, where he presented work on neurobiology and causality at the 
Southern Sociological Society. In August this year, Michael will also attend 
the Society for the Study of Social Problems, where he will present a new 
analysis on early psychosis interventions.

Michael received an inaugural Donald Hill Fellowship (2018-2021), a funding 
opportunity that supports work addressing science and social issues. 
Michael will be working under the supervision of Dr. Whelan and Dr. Bombay. 
He is excited to begin data collection for this project and plans to interview 
neurobiologists who focus on crime and poverty, beginning Fall 2018. Along 
with two other PDFs, Michael will organize cross campus dialogues that 
engage with prominent ethical and interdisciplinary issues in science and 
technology. In addition to academic work, Michael and his wife Norann have 
been traveling around Nova Scotia, sampling oysters and microbrews. If you 
have any ‘touristy’ recommendations, let him know! Michael is very much 
looking forward to another fun and productive year at Dalhousie.
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GRADUATE STUDENT UPDATES
EMMA CRUDDAS  
(MA SOCIOLOGY) 
Emma began the MA program this 
past fall and has continued working 
as a research assistant for Dr. Howard 
Ramos. Emma has commenced 
her statistical analysis of the 2012 
Aboriginal Peoples Survey through 
the Atlantic Research Data Centre 
for her MA research, and worked 
with Dr. Ramos and his team of RAs 
to release four public reports on 
Perceptions of Change in Atlantic 
Canada. Emma is currently working 
on research exploring perceptions of 
environmental change with Dr. Ramos 
and Dr. Mark Stoddart (Memorial 
University).

JASON ELLSWORTH 
(PhD Social Anthropology)
Jason is currently conducting 
fieldwork on Prince Edward Island on 
the topics of value, social enterprises, 
and global Buddhism as part of his 
SSHRC funded doctoral research 
project. A notable highlight from 
the past year was co-organizing 
and collaborating on KAPITAL 150: 
A Symposium on The Relevance 
off Marx at Dalhousie with Daniel 
Salas and Ulises Villafuerte. Jason 
was also invited to join a 16-person 
international collaboration at Culture 
on the Edge (A Peer Reviewed Blog) 
where he is both a collaborator and 
ongoing contributor. Jason gave 
four paper presentations, including 
at the American Anthropological 
Association Meeting (Washington, 
DC), at the American Academy of 
Religion Meeting (Boston, MA), and 
also gave a respondent paper titled 
“Religion” is the Opium of the Scholar 
at the North American Association for 
the Study of Religion in (Boston, MA). 
One particularly enriching highlight 
from the year included participating 
in the two-day workshop Value, Values 
and Religion in the Contemporary World 
at the Center for the Contemporary 
Buddhist Studies, University of 
Copenhagen (Denmark). He also gave 
invited guest lectures to classes at 
the University of Evansville (Indiana, 
USA) and Saint Mary’s University 
(Halifax, NS). His publications this 
past year include a co-authored piece 
with Elizabeth Williams-Oerberg 

titled Report on “The Dharma and the 
Dime” From Washington DC for the 
Canadian Journal of Buddhist Studies, a 
book review for the journal Studies in 
Religion and multiple blog posts.  

CASSIDY GLENNIE  
(MA Sociology)
For my undergraduate research I 
collaborated with local Indigenous 
organizations in Rankin Inlet, Nunavut 
during the summer of 2016 to 
facilitate focus groups on how Inuit 
women view the portrayal of their 
culture in Western music videos. 
This research was recently published 
in the journal AlterNative (Glennie, 
2018). The research inspired me to 
lead community conversations and 
video workshops in 2017 as well as 
my master’s research project.  For my 
MA research, I have been conducting 
an ethnographic content analysis of 
music videos to investigate how Inuit 
women and girls are represented 
in entertainment media produced 
and shown in Anglophone North 
America. Additionally, I am analyzing 
the data I collected in 2017 using the 
participatory action research (PAR) 
framework in Rankin Inlet, where I 
facilitated a community conversation 
on popular culture representations and 
provided some training and resources 
to allow Inuit girls to start generating 
their own media products in the form 
of short videos featuring narratives 
and images. In the summer of 2018, I 
am conducting interviews with these 
Inuit girls about their self-made media. 
This project will provide a platform for 
Inuit girls’ voices and will help fill a gap 
in the representation of Inuit girls in 
media and academia. 

MEGHAN GOSSE  
(PhD Sociology) 
Over the past year, Meghan has 
successfully completed two out of 
three comprehensive examinations. 
She worked with Dr. Fiona Martin on 
a NSHRF-funded research project 
on pregnant women’s access to 
and experiences of methadone 
maintenance treatment and is 
currently a research assistant for a 
five-year SSHRC-funded project titled 
The Canadian Domestic Homicide 
Prevention Initiative With Vulnerable 

Populations (CDHPIVP). Meghan has 
also presented research from her 
ongoing research on female genital 
cosmetic surgery at the Annual 
Crossroads Interdisciplinary Health 
Research Conference in Halifax, and 
will be presenting research at the 
ISA World Congress of Sociology 
Conference in Toronto. Lastly, she 
authored a book review entitled 
“Review of: The Minority Body: A 
Theory of Disability” in Journal of 
Evaluation in Clinical Practice, 23(5), 
1094-1095. 

KATIE MCLEOD  
(PhD Social Anthropology) 
Katie has spent the past year 
analyzing her fieldwork data and 
working on a draft of her doctoral 
dissertation. She has also been 
engaged in archival research to 
compliment her fieldwork data. Her 
chapter Situating Nova Scotia Métis 
In A Colonial Past was accepted to 
the edited volume Métis Rising: The 
People and the Law, and her review 
of Marie Battiste’s Living Treaties: 
Narrating Mi’kmaw Treaty Relations 
was published in Ethnologies. Katie is 
currently on parental leave with her 
new daughter Sophie.

TAMEERA MOHAMED  
(MA Sociology)
Tameera is wrapping up her thesis 
and is currently working through 
her second round of revisions. This 
year, she presented a paper based 
on her thesis research at the British 
Sociological Association’s Annual 
Conference. She continues to 
work as a Research Assistant and 
published this year in the Journal 
of Occupational Science, and also 
published an article as first author 
in Race, Ethnicity and Education. 
She will be presenting at the 
upcoming International Sociological 
Association’s World Congress in 
Toronto. Since January, she has been 
working in the Diversity and Equity 
Office at Wilfrid Laurier University as 
Education and Inclusion Coordinator. 
She still spends most of her “free 
time” with her dog.  

8  |  SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY



WADE PFAFF  
(MA Social Anthropology)
My past year at Dalhousie in the SOSA 
department has been challenging 
and rewarding. Although I have 
just completed the first year of 
my master’s degree, I have been 
researching and writing about 
the early days of jazz in the Black 
communities of eastern Canada 
for three years now. This year, with 
the help of my professors, thesis 
advisors, and peers, I have learned 
to fine-tune my research methods, 
pinpoint my theoretical position, and 
make my writing more accurate and 
interesting (to some). I used to merely 
dream of being an anthropologist and 
musicologist, now I have assembled 
my dream team and I am one year 
from completing my first graduate 
degree. I am looking forward to 
spending the next year conducting 
oral history interviews and digging 
through the archives. If the work and 
my advisors’ demands don’t kill me, 
they will make me stronger and better. 
I recommend the experience to any 
lover of knowledge.

DANIEL SALAS  
(PhD Social Anthropology)
My academic year began with 
me working on the application to 
Dal’s Research Ethics Board for 
the approval to go on with the field 
research overseas. After being 
approved, I went to Cuba —where 
I still am— for fieldwork. My first 
months here were all about exploring 
how to gain a foothold in the context 
of the pre-defined population of study, 
a rural area south of Havana. Lately, 
things have been moving in a more 
productive way. I presented a paper 
with some reflections on the ongoing 
research in a paper called “The 
practice of monetary plurality: value 
and politics in rural Cuba,” delivered at 
the CASCA conference on May.

SERPERI SEVGUR  
(PhD Sociology) 
In September of last year, I 
participated in an International 
doctoral workshop on “Mobilities 
and transnational Iceland” at the 
University of Iceland, Reykjavik. 
In May, I presented a paper at the 
CASCA Cuba conference held at the 
Universidad del Oriente in Santiago. 
Both papers were based on my 

dissertation research.  Over this past 
year, I also worked on a project with 
Dr. Howard Ramos for Child and 
Youth Refugee Research Coalition 
and presented results at the National 
Metropolis Conference in Calgary to 
help determine research and policy 
priorities for refugee children and 
youth in Canada. The report will be 
available at the CYRRC website soon. 

ULISES VILLAFUERTE  
(PhD Social Anthropology)
This past year, I co-organized the 
international colloquium “Kapital 
150 - The Other 150th Anniversary 
Symposium on the Relevance of 
Marx” (November 3, 2017) an event 
to highlight the influence Marx still 
exerts on contemporary thought. 
In May, I presented a paper entitled 
“Framing International Labor: The 
Case of Haitians in Tijuana” at the 
CASCA conference, held in Santiago 
de Cuba. The panel consisted of 
anthropologist friends from Mexico, 
and the discussion was framed around 
how Gramsci’s theory applied to case-
studies and political analyses.  In July, 
I presented my dissertation research 
proposal entitled “Liminality and 
livelihoods on the Mexico-US border: 
the experiences of Haitian asylum-
seekers in Tijuana” to the SOSA 
department and university, and I am 
now conducting field research.  

REDDI SEKHARA YALAMALA  
(PhD in Social Anthropology)
Reddi was a Visiting Research 
Fellow at the Institute for Social and 
Economic Change, in Nagarabhavi, 
Bangalore, India (in 2016-2017). In 
May 2017 he was a Faculty Resource 
Person at ICSSR “Capacity Building 
Programme on Enhancement of Skills 
of Researchers in Social Science 
Areas”, organised by Department 
of Management, North-Eastern Hill 
University (NEHU), in India. He also 
participated in the International 
Conference on Quest for Equity: 
Reclaiming Social Justice, Revisiting 
Ambedkar in Bangalore city, in July 
which was organised by the Karnataka 
State Government. Reddi gave a public 
seminar on “A Critical Study on the 
Role of Pharmaceuticals and Selective 
Health Care Interventions in Public 
Health” at the ISEC in September of 
last year (isec.ac.in/seminars-given-
visitors.htm). Email: reddi.sekhara@
gmail.com

GRADUATE STUDENT 
AWARDS 
Leah Crowell has won the 
Linda Marie Gillingwater 
Rainsberry Graduate Bursary 
for her Sociology MA work 
on Nova Scotian young adult 
prisoners, supervised by Dr. 
Robin Oakley and Emeritus 
Professor Dr. Donald Clairmont.  
Leah’s Master thesis examines 
a sample from a survey she 
helped design which was 
administered to prisoners 
in Nova Scotia correctional 
facilities in December 2015. 
Drawing on her degree in 
Child and Youth studies, 
Leah’s research explores the 
lives of young adult prisoners 
in adult facilities, looking at 
both their experiences prior to 
incarceration and the support 
they receive from family during 
incarceration. 

Kudos to our MA students, 
Caitlin Stonham (Social 
Anthropology) and Rachel 
McLay (Sociology) for winning 
CGS-SSHRC scholarships 
for their MA research. 
Congratulations also to Emma 
Kay (MA SOCI 2017) and current 
PhD Sociology student, who 
has won a SSHRC doctoral 
scholarship for her research on 
government funding of women’s 
organizations in Canada.

Alastair Parsons (BA Hons in 
SOAN 2018) has won a SSHRC 
master’s scholarship and a Nova 
Scotia Graduate Scholarship for 
his MA in Social Anthropology at 
Dalhousie, which he will begin in 
Fall 2018. And Jenny Davison, 
another incoming MA student 
in Social Anthropology, has won 
a SSHRC scholarship, a Nova 
Scotia Graduate Scholarship 
and a Killam scholarship to 
support her studies in the 
department beginning this Fall. 
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SOSA at the CASCA Cuba Conference

Left: President of CASCA, Martha Radice, with student poster 
prize winner Mika Rathwell. 

Top right: Laura Eramian, Lindsay DuBois, and Liesl Gambold. 

Bottom Right: SOSA visiting speaker, Dr. Ricardo Macip and 
Rosi Franco (SOAN MA 2017).  

SOSA SPEAKERS’ SERIES 2017-2018
OCTOBER 6: Dr. Michael Halpin, Killam Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Old Ghosts and New Machines: How the brain becomes a cause 
of mental illness

OCTOBER 26: Rebeca Lane, Guatemalan Hip-Hop Artist 
and Sociologist, HIP-HOP ACTIVISM: Reflections on Current 
Challenges Facing Guatemala

OCTOBER 27: Jason Ellsworth, PhD Proposal Presentation, 
On the Soy Trail from Prince Edward Island to Taiwan: Global 
Buddhism, ‘Social Enterprises’ and Competing Value(s) 

OCTOBER 31: Dr. Ricardo F. Macip, Instituto de Ciencias 
Sociales y Humanidades, Multiculturalism and Labour Markets 
in Southern Mexico

NOVEMBER 3: KAPITAL 150 - The other 150th Anniversary: 
Symposium on the Relevance of Marx

NOVEMBER 24: Grad Student Symposium from Research 
to Writing 

Ashika Niraula, Visiting PhD Research Fellow, Department 
of Educational Anthropology, Aarhus University (Denmark), 
Writing the ‘known’research landscape: Invisible roller-coaster 
of being a migrant, a woman and a researcher; Diana Lewis, 
Doctoral Candidate, Dalhousie University, Tlilnuo’lti’k -Weji-
sqalia’timk -How We Will Be Mi’kmaq On Our Land (Working 
together with Pictou Landing First Nation to Redefine a Healthy 
Community); Katie MacLeod, Doctoral Candidate, Dalhousie 
University From Paper to Software: Organizing Data from the 

Field; and Serperi Sevgur, Doctoral Candidate, Dalhousie 
University, Reading, Writing and Solving: How is a researcher 
to write under one’s feeling.

DECEMBER 1 RESCHEDULED: Dr. Thomas Faist, 
Immigration Politics In Review

FEBRUARY 9: Dr. Chedley Belkhodja, Does Place Matter?

FEBRUARY 9: Dr. Laura Eramian, Personhood in Post-
Genocide Rwanda: Making Peace by Remaking Persons

FEBRUARY 16: Dr. Kathleen Rice, Age Problems and Girls 
with Jobs: Gendered Temporalities of Life Course in Xhosland

MARCH 9: Dr. Brian Noble, Treaty-ecologies: with persons, 
peoples, animals and the land

MARCH 23: MA Research Symposium

APRIL 11: SOSA Honours Symposium

APRIL 30: Dr. Karen Foster & Hannah Main, PhD student, 
with Keynote Address given by Dr. Ray Bollman, Finding 
a Place in the World:  Seminar on Youth Outmigration from 
Shrinking Rural Communities

JUNE 19: Ulises Villafuerte, PhD Thesis Proposal, 
Liminality and livelihoods on the Mexico-US border: the 
experiences of Haitian asylum-seekers in Tijuana
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A few highlights in the career of Dr. Murphy 

Murphy Fest – A retirement party for
DR. CHRISTOPHER MURPHY 

• Senior Advisor to the Canadian Police Research Network, 
2014

• National Advisory Board member of the Canadian Police 
College, 2009-2014

• Invited participant, Setting a National Police Research 
Agenda, the Police Sector Council, Toronto, 2009

• Plenary speaker, Rethinking RCMP Management and 
Culture, Atlantic region RCMP annual conference, PEI, 
2008

• Domain Research Chair, Policing Justice & Security 
Domain, Atlantic Metropolis, SSHRC. 2003-8

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS: 
• 2014 Policing Canada in the 21st Century: New Policing 

for New Challenges: Report from the Expert Panel on the 
Future of Policing Models, Council of Canadian Academics, 
November. 

• 2008 Policing Public Order in the Downtown: a roundtable 
report for the Mayor’s Roundtable on Crime and Public 
Safety in the HRM, in D. Clairmont’s Final Report.

• 2001 Community Policing and Security: A Comparative 
Study of Public and Private Policing in Halifax and 
Edmonton, Commissioned Report. Ottawa: Canadian Law 
Commission.

• 1994 Developing and Implementing Criminal Justice 
Protocols, Commissioned Report. Ottawa: Department of 
the Solicitor General.

• 1992 Victims of Crime in Nova Scotia: An Examination of 
Victim Needs and Services, Commissioned Report. Ottawa: 
Department of Justice and NS Department of the Attorney 
General.

CAPTIONS
1. Murphy fest group
2. Howard Ramos and Margaret Robinson
3. Leola Lefebvre and Diana Campbell 
4. Liesl Gambold toasting Murphy
5. Chris Murphy, Richard Apostle, Daniel Luques and Faye Woodman
6. Liz Fitting and Emma Whelan
7. Liz Fitting and Yoko Yoshida
8. Don Clairmont toasting Murphy

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8
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Dr. Martha Radice was interviewed 
about Dalhousie’s Accent Clinic, where 
students can “improve” their accents 
to sound more like locals, for an article 
in The Coast. She suggests that the 
Accent Clinic masks the problem of 
certain accents being devalued and 
marginalized. “Instead of an accent 
modification clinic, [Radice] says, we 
need an “accent listening clinic.”

Dr. Pauline Gardiner Barber 
was made a Fellow of the Canadian 
Anthropology Society/la Société 
canadienne d’anthropologie at its 
2017 conference in Ottawa.  Fellows 
are longstanding members of the 
Canadian Anthropology Society who 
have made notable contributions to 
CASCA and to anthropology in Canada 
through any combination of research, 
practice, teaching/mentoring or service 
(including community service).  

Dr. Yoko Yoshida and Dr. Howard 
Ramos were invited as expert witnesses 
to a House of Commons committee 
looking into immigration to Atlantic 
Canada. They advocated for more 
attention to family immigration and 
thinking outside the box when it comes 
to immigrant retention. 

Dr. Karen Foster is one of the 
five winners of the International 
Sociological Association’s Seventh 
Worldwide Competition for Junior 
Sociologists. Awarded for her 
outstanding paper on ‘The Ethics 
of Work and Consumption in Rural 
Atlantic Canada,’ the prize covers 
ISA membership and conference 
participation at its congress to be held 
in Toronto in July 2018. She also wrote 
several op-ed pieces arguing that we 
need to change the way we frame 
debates about Nova Scotia’s potential 
for prosperity,  including ‘There’s more 
than one way to grow an economy’ 
(Nov 29, 2017), and ‘Rural N.S. needs 
ethical, ecologically literate economics’ 
(Feb 27, 2018 with Robert Cervelli and 
Gregory Heming).  

Dr. Brian Noble gave a public 
lecture on his museums- and science-
based ethnography, Articulating 
Dinosaurs, (UTP, 2016) at Toronto’s 
Royal Ontario Museum, on January 28. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
recognized Dr. Afua Cooper as one of 
the “women of African descent who 
have shaped Canada into the country 

SOSA IN THE NEWS & THE COMMUNITY
it is today,” as he introduced the theme 
of Black Canadian Women for Black 
History Month, 2018.  

Dr. Margaret Robinson was 
interviewed by Vice about how 
Indigenous food and cultural values 
relate to veganism, a movement that 
refrains from using animal products, 
often seen as a bastion of white 
privilege. Indigenous people and vegan 
activists are often portrayed as natural 
enemies. While these disagreements 
are significant, Margaret highlights the 
values that Indigenous communities 
and vegans have in common.  

Dr. Howard Ramos recently 
appeared on Global News TV to discuss 
a new report he has co-authored. The 
report, Halifax: A City of ‘Hotspots’ of 
Income Inequality, indicates that Halifax 
has greater income equality than many 
other Canadian cities. Dr. Howard 
Ramos was also recognized with a 
President’s Research Excellence Award 
from Dalhousie University in June. 

Dr. Janice Graham, an 
anthropologist based in the Department 
of Pediatrics who is cross-appointed 
to SOSA, was named as a University 
Research Professor at the Dalhousie 
Legacy Awards Gala on June 20. 

Dr. Liesl Gambold has been 
exploring housing options for LGBTQ 
seniors as part of her research on how 
people’s lives change as they retire. She 
co-organized a workshop on LGBTQ 
housing with Dr. Jacqueline Gahagan 
(Health Promotion), with experts from 
around the world, including a public 
panel at Halifax Central Library. They 
were also interviewed about the issue in 
The Star Halifax.

We have been too busy to fit in the 
newsletter! For even more SOSA news, 
check out https://www.dal.ca/faculty/
arts/sociology-social-anthropology/news-
events/news.html

Congratulations to our newest alumni   

Prizewinner Qi Chen with Acting 
Dean of FASS, Jure Gantar.

CONGRATULATIONS TO SOSA 
MAJOR Qi Chen, who was awarded 
this year’s Halifax Overseas Club 
Essay Prize for her paper ‘More than 
a GDP booster’. The paper addresses 
the economic contributions of 
international students to the 
societies in which they study, and 
was originally written for a class 
with Dr. Karen Foster. The Halifax 
Overseas Club Essay Prize of $4000 
is awarded annually to an essay that 
speaks to matters that stimulate 
the study of the constituent parts 
of the British Commonwealth. Read 
more about the FASS Essay prizes 
here and Watch a video of Qi Chen 
presenting her paper here. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=195uEt0
Q8nY&feature=youtu.be

We would also like to congratulate 
two recent SOSA MA graduates, 
Justine Correia and Max Stick. 
Justine has been chosen to be 

SOSA’s outstanding MA graduate 
in Anthropology for the Canadian 
Anthropology Association /Société 
canadienne d’anthropologie and 
Max was chosen as our outstanding 
MA graduate in Sociology for the 
Canadian Sociology Association.  
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DR. AFUA COOPER IS INAUGURATED
Seventh Poet Laureate of Halifax

with five books of poetry to her name. 
She is also a spoken word poet who 
has as powerful a presence on the 
poetry stage as on the written page.

Her new position has been  
announced in a Halifax city press 
release, on the Halifax Poet Laureate 
website, on CBC news, in The Coast, 
in The Star Halifax, and on Dal News 
in a brief announcement and a more 
detailed interview.

Dr. Cooper is also featured 
prominently in this powerful and 
timely radio documentary on CBC 
Radio’s Ideas about the “secret” of 
Canada’s history of slavery, along with 
Black scholars from several other 
universities. “Hiding two centuries of 
slavery requires some effort, and it 
is a collective silence that historian 
Afua Cooper calls the ‘erasure of 
blackness.’”  

SOSA AND HISTORY PROFESSOR  
DR. AFUA COOPER was inaugurated as 
the seventh Poet Laureate of Halifax. 
Dr. Cooper is an accomplished poet 

REBECCA THOMAS 
SOSA is proud to 
continue rubbing 
shoulders with 
Poet Laureates: 
the outgoing 
and sixth Halifax 
Poet Laureate, 
Rebecca Thomas, 
graduated 

with Honours in Social Anthropology 
in 2009 and with an MA in Social 
Anthropology in 2012, and made a 
big impact on city politics during her 
two years in the position. Dalhousie 
University has recognized Rebecca as 
a “Dalhousie Original” with a profile 
of her work: https://www.dal.ca/
about-dal/dalhousie-originals/rebecca-
thomas.html

PANEL 1: MAKING IT WORK: PASSION AND 
PRECARITY ON THE JOB
Kris George, Down Time: Work and Leisure in the Halifax 
Restaurant Industry

Aundréa Mitchell, Austerity and Precarious Work: An 
Examination of Nova Scotia’s Service Sector Post-2008

Ashley Farrell, Midwifery in Nova Scotia: Situating Identities 
and Practices in the Healthcare System

Elena Rowan, Crafting a Brew: Collaboration and Competition 
Among Craft Beer Brewers
 

PANEL 2: PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIVES
Alastair Parsons, Purveying Provincial Attitudes: Tourism 
Workers and the Creation of Commodifiable Culture in Nova 
Scotia

Liz Michels, Outside the Box: Community Mailboxes and 
Social Perceptions of Neighbourhood Change

Natalie Forsyth, Why We Use What We Use: Contraception 
Choices in Casual and Non-Monogamous Sexual Relationships

Hannah MacDougall, Working from Wisdom, Not from Pain”: 
Exploring the Relationship Between Theatre and Everyday Life
 

PANEL 3: NAVIGATING BOUNDARIES IN THE 
UNIVERSITY
Tora Oliphant, Challenging the “Cookie Cutter”: Premedical 
Student Responses to Institutional Shaping

Simone Brechin, Barriers to Mobilizing Support for the 
Environmental Movement: Managing Insider Culture and 
Exclusionary Boundaries

Jo Minx, Generational Differences in Situational Swearing by 
University Students, Faculty, and Staff

Sarah Hougen, From High School to University: How Cultural 
Expectations Shape Post-Secondary Experiences

PANEL 4: MEDIA, REPRESENTATION, AND 
IDENTITY
Connor Chadsey, Choosing How to Be Addicted: How 
“Alcoholics” Make Sense of their Struggles

Hannah Bourret, “Truth is Hard but Residential School 
Reconciliation is Harder”: Canadian Media’s Response to the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action

Melissa McDonald, Learning how to be a feminist: 
Understanding practices of empowerment and support in a 
private Facebook group

SOSA Honours Symposium
April 11, 2018 | Introduction by Dr. Laura Eramian
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Yasmeen Ghebari (BA Hons, SOCI 
2016) wrote her thesis on the topic 
of Helicopter Parenting in first year 
university students. Since then, she 
was hired as a research associate 
at the Resilience Research Centre, 
which is a research institute in the 
school of social work at Dalhousie, 
led by Dr. Michael Ungar. 

Yasmeen Ghebari wrote us about 
how she put her SOSA degree to 
use: “Through this job, I utilize many 
of the quantitative and qualitative 
research skills I learned through 
my SOSA courses and through my 
thesis, as I meet with participants, 
gather data, input data, conduct 
interviews, transcribe interviews, 
code interviews, and write reports.  
I am also working towards a Bachelor 
of Education at the Elementary 
level. I have had some experience 
teaching during my practicum this 

past year, and I am proud to say 
that I am incorporating as much 
social justice in my curriculum as I 
possibly can! I taught a unit to my 
Grade 5 class about the colonization 
of Atlantic Canada, and I made sure 
to be critical of the textbooks that 
are provided, as they gloss over 
many of the awful details about what 
happened to First Nations people. 
We often underestimate children, 
and so I decided to teach them about 
colonization, the complications and 
issues surrounding the treaties, and 
I even taught them about residential 
schools and the inter-generational 
impacts this has had on First 
Nations communities. Thanks to my 
amazing professors and intriguing 
and informative courses in the SOSA 
department, I hope to teach young 
children to think critically and to 
think with a social justice mindset.”  

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 

Yasmeen Ghebari
(BA Hons, SOCI 2016)

SOSA alum SHERI BELL (MA SOCI, 
2013), now a Crime Analyst with the 
Winnipeg Police Service, was inducted 
into the George Mason University’s 
Evidence-Based Policing Hall of Fame 
this past June (and featured in the 
Winnipeg Free Press). Inductees are 
recognized for their central role in 
developing and evaluating evidence-
based policing practices. Sheri was 
honoured for her pivotal role in 
Winnipeg’s Smart Policing Initiative, 
which uses statistical data to help 
frontline police officers apply crime 
reduction strategies. Sheri was the only 
Canadian among eight international 
inductees this year at a ceremony in 
Virginia.  

AMY DONOVAN (BA Hons SOAN 
2012, MA SOAN 2014), who completed 
both her undergrad and MA degrees in 
Social Anthropology has been awarded 
a SSHRC Bombardier Graduate 
Scholarship to pursue a PhD at McGill 
University this fall. 

Operatic tenor and musician 
JEREMY DUTCHER (BA 2013), who 
graduated with Combined Honours 
in Social Anthropology and Music, 
has recorded a remarkable album: 
Wolastoqiyik Lintuwakonawa’ (Our 
Maliseet Songs). In an interview for CBC 
Radio’s Unreserved, Dutcher, who is 
from the Tobique First Nation, explained 
how a conversation with elder Maggie 
Paul planted the seed for the album. 
She pointed Dutcher to a collection 
of wax cylinder recordings of Maliseet 
songs and conversation made by an 
anthropologist in 1911, now housed in 
the archives of the Canadian Museum 
of History in Gatineau. Dutcher went 
to listen to the recordings, and has 
combined the original sounds with his 
own voice and music to make a spine-
tingling blend of old and new. As well as 
offering captivating music, this project 
helps preserve the highly endangered 
language of the Wolostoq people. Check 
out his website: https://jeremydutcher.
com/ 

SARAH ENGLAND (BA Hons, SOAN 
2017) graduated with Honours in 
Social Anthropology and a Minor in 
International Development Studies. She 
won the Society for Urban, National and 
Transnational/Global Anthropology’s 
Undergraduate Student Paper Prize, for 
a paper based on her Honours thesis 
research entitled “Picturing Halifax: 

Young Immigrant Women and the 
Social Construction of Urban Space.”  
SUNTA is a section of the American 
Anthropological Association. The paper 
will also be published in the Journal 
for Undergraduate Ethnography (vol. 8 
no. 1). 

BRITTANY HUMPHRIES (BA 
Hons, SOAN 2015) has published 
a co-authored article based on her 
honours research in SOSA: Humphries, 
B., Radice, M., & Lauzier, S. (2017). 
Comparing “insider” and “outsider” 
news coverage of the 2014 Ebola 
outbreak. Canadian Journal of Public 
Health, 108(4), 381-387. doi:10.17269/
cjph.108.5904

MASASHI HASEGAWA graduated 
from SOSA (MA SOCI 2001) and 
returned to Japan to complete a MSW 
from the Japan College of Social 
Work and a Ph.D. in Social Service 
from Hosei University. Masashi is now 
working in the Department of Social 
Welfare at Yamaguchi Prefectural 
University,  as an Associate Professor.  

SUE HAYDT (PhD SOCI 2015), a 
Research Facilitator in the Faculty 

of Management here at Dalhousie, 
has published a new article based on 
her PhD work entitled, “Politics and 
Professions: Interdisciplinary Team 
Models and Their Implications for 
Health Equity in Ontario,” International 
Journal of Health Services. Prepublished 
July 9, 2017. She also recently 
presented a paper, “The move toward 
interdisciplinary primary care teams in 
Ontario: Challenges to the concept of 
jurisdiction,” at the Professional Service 
Firms Conference, Said Business 
School, Oxford. July 8-10, 2018.

JAKE HUBLEY (BA Hons, SOCI 2015) 
is in Vancouver working as a community 
organizer. 

HUDSON MCLELLAN (SOCI 2015) 
is thriving in the Master of Community 
and Regional Planning program 
at University of British Columbia, 
with a concentration in Indigenous 
Community Planning. 

CARI MINOGUE (BA SOCI 2007) 
is co-founder and executive director 
of Dreaming For Kids, a non-profit 

ALUMNI UPDATES

Continued on page 15
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organization that provides kids in East 
Africa with access to quality secondary 
education. It was launched in 2013, and 
you can read more about it in this Dal 
alumni profile:

https://alumni.dal.ca/building-a-
better-world/cari-minogue-enabling-
education/?utm_source=alumFB&utm_
medium=alumFB&utm_
campaign=alumFB_BBW

MAX STICK (BA SOCI 2015/ MA 
SOCI 2017) published an article 
based on his Honours research in the 
Canadian Graduate Journal of Sociology 
and Criminology entitled, “The Man 
Fan: A Quantitative Examination of the 
Association Between Sports Fandom 
and Hegemonic Masculinity” (volume 

6 no. 1, 2017).  SOSA nominated Max 
to be recognized by the Canadian 
Sociology Association as the top MA 
graduate of 2017-8. 

CARA STRINGER (SOAN 2015) is 
thriving in the Master of Social Work 
program at Carleton University. 

ROGER THOMPSON (BA 1991) 
graduated from King’s College/
Dalhousie with an Honours Certificate 
in Sociology. His research paper 
“Combat Motivation and Behaviour 
Among Naval Forces: A Discussion 
Paper” earned a medallion from The 
Chief of Staff of the Italian Navy 
and the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Chilean Navy had the paper translated 
into Spanish and published. After 

ALUMNI UPDATES cont’d

MA students’ proposal presentations
   

undertaking a MA in political science at 
Dalhousie, his MA thesis was published. 
His second book was entitled, Lessons 
Not Learned: The U.S. Navy’s Status 
Quo Culture (2007). Roger Thompson 
is currently an assistant professor at 
Kyung Hee University in South Korea, 
where he holds the distinction of 
being the country’s first foreign civics 
professor and he also teach Korea’s first 
Star Trek class (which focuses on ethics).  
Roger is a Fellow of Great Britain’s 
Royal Society of Arts and a Fellow of the 
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland. For more information about 
his journey since his 1991 graduation, 
please visit Roger’s website at www.
startrekprofkorea.com

Before and After photos: MA students working on proposals early in the year. And a photo 
after their presentations in March (from left to right: Rachel McLay, Brooke Edwards, 
Emma Cruddas, Cassidy Glennie, Caitlin Stonham, Wade Pfaff, and Kayla Coolen)

MARCH 23, 2018

Caitlin Stonham Dream Home or 
Real Estate? Exploring Aspirations of 
Homeownership in Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island 

Cassidy Glennie Inuit Girls Make 
Media: Participatory Action Research 
in Rankin Inlet, Nunavut 

Rachel McLay Social Movements, 
Social Media: Understanding the 
effects of online movements on 
Atlantic Canadians’ politics

Wade Pfaff Back to the One: Halifax 
Black Jazz Scenes from the Interwar 
Period

Kayla Coolen Social Capital, 
Trust and Mental Health Needs of 
Canadian Adolescents: An Analysis 
of Help-Seeking Behaviour 

Emma Cruddas Cities, Cultures, 
and Belonging: Measuring mental 
health outcomes by Indigenous 
cultural participation and identities 

Brooke Edwards Poly Plotlines: 
Narratives of Non-Monogamy in 
Nova Scotia
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WE WANT 
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
Do you have an interesting story to share?

Know of a former classmate who is doing something 
exciting and newsworthy?

Email us at:
SOSA@DAL.CA

Lindsay DuBois, at a holiday celebration with SOSA staff, Rachelle Fox and  
Leola Lefebvre.

Congratulations to Dr. Howard 
Ramos for receiving a President’s 
Research Excellence Research Impact 
Award. This Award recognizes the 
achievements of a Dalhousie faculty 
member who has made significant 
impact in their field of research. 

DOCTORAL DEFENCES, 2017-2018 
Congratulations to Dr. Armstrong, Dr. Nourpanah, and Dr. Bryan!

 August 18, 2017: SHIVA NOURPANAH successfully defended her PhD in 
Social Anthropology. Her dissertation was entitled “They Are Here To Stay”? 
Foreign Nurses on Temporary Work Permits in Nova Scotia, Canada.  

August 23, 2017: CATHERINE BRYAN became a newly minted PhD after 
defending her dissertation in Social Anthropology, entitled Transnational 
Migration and Social Reproduction: Filipino Hotel Workers in Rural Manitoba.  
Her dissertation won a CAGS PROQUEST-UMI Distinguished Dissertation 
Award. 

May 4, 2018: PAUL ARMSTRONG successfully defended his PhD in Sociology. 
His thesis, The Intellectual Genealogy of the Antigonish Movement, contributes 
not only to our understanding of a socially significant and compelling part 
of Nova Scotian history, but also interrogates the idea of ‘civil society’ and 
concepts that counterbalance it.  

Top photo: Dr. Shiva Nourpanah (right) with Dr. Pauline Gardiner Barber (left) and outgoing Provost Dr. Carolyn Watters.  
Bottom photo: Dr. Catherine Bryan with Dr. Pauline Barber Gardiner. 


