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Introduction

This year’s conference sought to explore the knowledge and
policy interface, and to examine different types of knowledge
systems to understand how they inform policy making. The
conference is a key activity of the Sobey Fund for Oceans (a
unique partnership between the Marine Affairs Program, Dal-
housie University, and WWF Canada). The event was organ-
ized by 2013-2014 Marine Affairs Program students. The
event was opened by the Dean of Science, Dr. Chris Moore.

Seeking Netukulimk
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The event hosted at Dalhousie University began on Friday,
April 11 with the screening of a documentary film, Seeking
Netukulimk. This film explores the traditional laws governing
fishing of the Mi’kmag, and some of the conflicts and politi-
cal battles surrounding traditional ways of life. The film was
introduced by co-director, Dr. Martha Stiegman.

Panel discussion

The documentary was followed by a panel discussion, moder-
ated by Dr. Claudio Aporta, (Associate Professor, Marine Af-
fairs Program). Panelists included: Mr. Kerry Prosper
(Mi’kmagq Elder and co-director of Seeking Netukulimk), Ms.
Sherry Pictou (Interdisciplinary PhD candidate at Dalhousie
University), and Dr. Fred Metallic (Senior Policy Analyst

with the Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government). Each of the panel-
ists contributed different perspectives of Mi’kmaq, and
spoke to the different ways that knowledge is used to govern
resource management. The panelists also echoed the docu-
mentary in that there are many ways to manage resources,
and that each approach is valid in its own regard. Both the
documentary film and the subsequent panel discussion were
well-received by the audience (~120) and was a strong start
to the 2014 Sustainable Oceans Conference.

Sobey Fund for Oceans Scholarship Awards

“I have a long history with both Dalhousie and WWF.
| It became clear to me that collaboration between our
r: brightest young minds and our leaders in conserva-
tion is the key to solving some of the great challenges
in our oceans. And that’s a goal that | share with
both Dalhousie and WWF.”” Donald Sobey

During the Friday event, Mr. Donald Sobey son, Robert Sobey
announced the awardees for the Sobey Fund for Oceans
Scholarships. The awards of $10,000 each support tomorrow’s
leaders see “beneath the surface” of our oceans’ problems to
find lasting solutions. The recipients for 2014 are:

~ Maryann Watson hopes to learn how solutions
»  to oceans issues are developed using both sci-
L entific and social ecological data. Maryann
graduated from the University of Victoria.

Julie Hovey research interests are primarily
concerned with the improvement of aquacul-
ture to reduce environmental impact and in-
crease long term sustainability.

The third recipient is . Maryann and Julie are
with the Marine Affairs Program, and is
with
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Saturday, April 12th, Life Sciences Centre and Ocean Sciences Building Atrium

Oral and Poster presentations

The presentations given fell under four broad themes: (a) Sustainability and Knowledge Systems; (b) Communication Between
and Among Stakeholders and Policy Makers; (c) Marine Governance, Policy and Law; and (d) Addressing Uncertainty in the
Marine Environment. The quality of both the oral and poster presenters was outstanding, and judges were assigned the difficult
task of selecting winners. In total, 9 papers and 5 posters were presented.

Oral Presentations

Best oral presentation from a graduate student was
awarded to Kaycee Morrison (Acadia University), who pre-
sented on the migration habits of American lobsters through
the FORCE tidal turbine test site in the Minas Passage, Bay of
Fundy. Findings may contribute to future policy decisions re-
garding fisheries management and anti-biofouling techniques.

Fibers in the

Best oral presentation from an undergraduate student was
awarded to David Foster (Department of Biology and Col-
lege of Sustainability, Dalhousie University). The paper dis-
cussed the strategic environmental assessment of Bill C-45,
emphasizing changes to the Navigable Waters Protection Act
& its potential effects on environmental protection in Canada.

Best Poster Award Honorable Mention

Halifax Harbor, Nova Scotia

Alysse Mathalon (Department of Oceanography, Dalhousie
University) won the best overall poster. Her poster focused on
microplastic fibers in the intertidal ecosystem surrounding
Halifax Harbour in Nova Scotia. This information can be used
as preliminary data for future microplastic studies.

Resparse atter © : The role
& "
of ICEM I mitigating the Impacts of large-scale evants A

Anna Naylor (Marine Affairs Program alumna), whose poster
explored the role of emergency management response after
coastal disasters. Integrated Coastal Zone Management and
capacity building are suggested as a means to help mitigate
the impacts of large-scale events.

Oral and Poster Presentations - People’s Choice Awards

Leah Beveridge (Marine Affairs Pro-

coastal vulnerabilities to climate
change within an Arctic community:
The example of Tuktoyaktuk, North-
® west Territories.

‘¥ gram alumna). A method for assessing

Andrea Flynn (Marine Affairs Program alumna ). A guide
for integrating Inuit Qaujimajatugangit into decision-making
for the development of marine shipping in Nunavut.



Saturday, April 12th, Life Sciences Centre and Ocean Sciences Building Atrium

Workshops

In the afternoon there were two workshops . The first workshop was entitled Exploring Knowledge and Sustainability through
Language. The second workshop was an Interactive Mi’kmag Language Session that explored the Mi’kmagq language, and
provided insight to, and a cross-cultural understanding of the Mi’kmagq culture.

Interactive Mi’kmaq Language Session

B ik scing The Mi’kmag worldview is embedded within the Mi’kmag .
B L A, language, which weaves together both culture and teach- FlSh“mKS
ings. This interactive session provided insight and cross- D
cultural understanding through an exploration of the Mi’k-
maq language. Participants had an opportunity to learn how
language and culture play a role in how people think about
the environment. A key message that emerged from this
session was the need to acknowledge and recognize that
vastly different perspectives are all equally valid, exist and
present real challenges and opportunities for policy making.

fishwiks.ca

This session was led by Ms. Shelley Young (left) and Ms. Marina Young (right), sis-
ters and proud Mi’kmag mothers from Eskasoni First Nation. Amber Gills (middle),
Marine Affairs Program (2013-2014) helped to organise this session. Shelley lives in
Halifax where she teaches Mi'kmag at the Mi'kmaqg Child & Development Center.
Marina owns her own business in Eskasoni and teaches the Mi‘kmaq language at the
Mi'kmaq Child & Development Centre in Halifax. Amber is a member of the Fish-
WIKS project, which focuses on understanding western and Indigenous knowledge
systems and explores how the different processes by which knowledge is acquired,
transmitted and used can be harnessed to enhance Canadian fisheries policy. The lead
Investigator for this project is Dr. Lucia Fanning.

Exploring Knowledge and Sustainability through Language

This workshop was an opportunity to discuss the conference’s e —| - T
themes via a moderated discussion. Ms. Susan MacLeod, (middle) ' 2
a visual graphic facilitator, transformed the discussion onto mural-
size paper, giving participants insight and a visual representation of
the many factors contributing to oceans management. Key ques-
tions asked during this session were - what does sustainability mean |
to you? and what can we do to improve sustainability? Helping to
organise the session and facilitate questions were Elise Will (left) \
and Sonja Jind (right), Marine Affairs students 2013-2014.

Graphic Facilitation helps peo-
ple know they have been heard
and participants can see con-
N _ 3 . nections that might other-wise
_ Fﬁff“wgy'mﬁ Rrsiance S : i have gone unnoti.ced. Rgsegrch
’kmuﬁcmn_w" L g has shown graphic facilitation
e o increases retention of infor-
mation and improves attention
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Conference at a Glance!

Memorandum of Understanding between MAP & NEXUS Coastal

NEXUS Coastal is a company that is dedicated to
working with industry and community stakeholders
on resource projects and development initia-

tives. During the conference the Marine Affairs In-
terim Director, Dr. Robert Fournier signed an MOU
with the Principle Investigator, Nexus Coastal, Mr.
Chris Milly to....

NEXUS Coastal is managed by, and includes MAP
alumni - Maria (Bugsy) Delesalle (Engagement
Iead); Alanna GaUthl_e (Ma”ne BIOIOgy Iead) and MAP alumni Maria (Bugsy) Delesalle (2nd from left)
Dr. Robert Fournier & Mr. Chris Milly - Brennan Daly (Facilitation lead) and Alanna Gauthie (1st from right)

Conference Guests, Participants and Organizers
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