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RESEARCH CONSENT FORM

Instructions to student researcher: Ensure that you remove all sample wording from your consent form and adjust the form to fit your particular research project. Do not use italicized or underlined text in your consent form. Ensure that all text is at a grade eight reading level. If you will be using an online survey tool such as Opinio, please remember to remove the signature and date lines at the end of this document as participants will generally provide consent by clicking a box (such as “Begin survey” or “I agree”). Remember to delete this instruction paragraph.
We invite you to take part in a research project called “title”. This study is being done by first and last name(s). We are student type(s) i.e. Master’s student(s) in the Faculty of Management at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. We are doing this research for a class project in the name of program or course. The project is supervised/instructed by instructor name(s). The information below tells you about our research and what you will be asked to do. It also tells you about any benefits, risks, inconveniences or discomforts you might experience. You can take part in this study if you are insert participation criteria here. About indicate approximate number of participants people will be taking part in this research.
To help us understand insert topic/area of investigation, we will ask you to explain what participants will be asked to do. This section (1-2 paragraphs) should include a brief description of your project, explaining what you hope to find, without using language that will bias potential participants’ participation in the study. Like the rest of the document, it should be written at a grade eight reading level. Be sure to explain any terminology that participants may not understand. Include the following: 1) A statement of the research purpose; 2) a description of research procedures such as sampling/target population information and methodology; 3) a clear statement about the level of risks to participants, how any reasonably foreseeable risks will be mitigated, and a description of potential benefits to participants/in general; and finally 4) an estimate of the amount of time it will take to participate in your research. 
It is your decision whether or not you want to take part in this research project. Even if you do take part, you can leave the study at any time for any reason. There will be no negative consequences to yourself. Include a statement here that indicates any limitations on withdrawal from the study (for example, participants may not be able to withdraw their data once it has been aggregated). Clearly explain the reason for this, in straightforward language. You may choose not to insert a statement which explains that participants may skip one or more questionnaire or interview questions if they do not feel comfortable answering for whatever reason (if applicable in the case of your project). 
All information you give to members of our research team will be kept private. When we share our project findings in indicate whether you will be creating a report, giving a class presentation, etc., we will only talk about group results. This means that it will not be possible for you to be identified. Any identifying information about you (like your name) will be kept in a separate file, in a locked cabinet or password-protected, secure file.

If you agree to participate in this research project, please identify what participants should do i.e. “electronically fill out this consent form and return it to one of us via e-mail”. We are happy to share our results with you in indicate approximate date study results will be available and what steps participants should take to obtain these results, i.e. contact you via email. 

I have read the explanation about this study. I understand what I am being asked to do and my questions about the study have been answered. I agree to take part in this study. I know that participating is my choice and that I can leave the study at any time.

__________________________________
  ________________________________

PARTICIPANT’S SIGNATURE


   DATE

__________________________________
  _________________________________ 
RESEARCHER’S SIGNATURE


   DATE

If you have any questions, comments or concerns about your participation in this research project, please contact me, insert name, email and phone number or my insert instructor/supervisor, name of instructor/supervisor(s), school or faculty, email and phone number.
