
Creating Persistent URLs (PURLs) to Dalhousie Library Readings. 

Faculty often need to provide links to electronic resources as readings for students.  But simply copying 

the URL from the address bar of a browser frequently will not work over time.    Although it may 

appear to work initially, the links are not persistent.    

The steps below show how to create durable or persistent links to articles and ebooks from licensed 

library content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

eBooks:    

1. Find the electronic book you want in the Dalhousie Library Catalogue from the search box 
on the homepage:  http://libraries.dal.ca/ 

2. Go to the detailed record by clicking on the title of the item 

 

 
 

3. Click the Permalink option and copy the 

link displayed in the popup box – this link is 

persistent and will work on and off campus 

with the university proxy. 

http://libraries.dal.ca/


There are a variety of ways to create PURLs for journal articles.  Here are two of the 

easiest ways:    

1. use a bibliographic database that has a Persistent URL utility built in   

2. use the DOIs provided by publishers and adapt them for use at Dalhousie 

1. Bibliographic databases with PURL utility features built in: (EBSCO, JSTOR, Project Muse, 
Proquest) 

 

a) Go to the database most likely to index the articles needed (e.g. for medical articles go to 

Pubmed, for psychology go to PsycInfo, for business go to ABI Inform). 

b) Find the record for the article and go to the detailed view 

c) Find the PURL utility, sometimes called Permalink, Stable URL or Document URL etc. 

NOTE:  Most PURL utilities include proxy information.  It they do not (like JSTOR) remember to add the 
proxy prepend in front of the link:    http://ezproxy.library.dal.ca/login?url= 

 
EBSCO:  On the detailed record select Permalink on the right hand menu and the URL will appear in a 
box above the record title 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Proquest:   Scroll to the bottom of the detailed record to find and copy the “Document URL” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JSTOR:  Copy the URL from the detailed record and add the proxy prepend   
             e.g.  http://ezproxy.library.dal.ca/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/4126899 
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2. Use the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) provided by publishers and adapt it for use at 

Dalhousie 
 

 

Many publishers are adding DOIs to uniquely identify articles. It is important to note that not all 
articles have DOIs.   There is a free DOI lookup at:    http://www.crossref.org/guestquery/ 

 

a) Go to the database most likely to index the articles needed (e.g. for medical articles go to 

Pubmed, for psychology go to PsycInfo, for business go to ABI Inform). 

b) Find the record for the article and go to the detailed view 

c) Click on the GetIt@Dal  button (it may be on the brief or detailed record) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The GetIt@Dal  screen will list 
a DOI when it is available. 
 
Click on the GO button to see 
the DOI from the publisher. 
 
Many databases such as 
PubMed are also now including 
DOIs on their records. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When a DOI does appear on an article record it can be adapted for use by adding the following 

Dalhousie prefix:     http://ezproxy.library.dal.ca/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/ 

So a DOI may look like this:    10.1108/10176749910303496.     But once it is adapted for use at 

Dalhousie it will look like this:            

                     http://ezproxy.library.dal.ca/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/10176749910303496 

 

http://www.crossref.org/guestquery/

