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LAWS 2351- The Regula�on of Crypto Assets (Intensive) 

CREDIT HOURS: 1 

For beter or worse, Canada is a global leader in regula�ng the buying and selling of crypto assets.  
Beter, because Canadian investors are arguably among the best-protected crypto asset consumers in the 
world, in the face of the high-profile failures of pla�orms like FTX.  Worse, because some global 
pla�orms – including Binance, the world’s largest – have declined to serve the Canadian market because 
of its regulatory burden. 

This course will provide an introduc�on to the regula�on of crypto assets under Canadian securi�es law 
and other applicable regimes (such as banking regula�on and consumer protec�on regimes). In addi�on 
to the requirements applicable to basic transac�ons, we will examine regulators’ approach to emerging 
issues, such as staking and stablecoins, and the role of decentralized finance (DeFi) more generally in 
Canadian financial services. We will also examine high-profile failures, li�ga�on and enforcement ac�ons 
by other regulators (notably, the U.S. Securi�es and Exchange Commission (SEC)) for lessons learned. 

 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Co-requisite(s): LAWS 2138 Securi�es Regula�on 

Assessment Method: Pass/fail, based on a take-home assignment. 

Restric�ons:  None 


