ADVANCED ISSUES IN FAMILY LAW
LAWS 2112 01
2017-2018
Rollie Thompson
Room W322, tel. 494-1033
E-mail: rollie.thompson@dal.ca
Classes: Room 308, 3-5 p.m., Mondays
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11 to noon
MATERIALS
Class materials posted, problems, handouts
EVALUATION
Major paper (80%) and class participation (20%)
Class participation: paper presentation (10%), participation in discussions (10%)
Major paper topic to be submitted to professor by February 4
One-page outline submitted to professor by February 25
Final paper to be submitted by April 23
CLASS SCHEDULE
Jan. 7:
Jan. 14:
Jan. 21:
Jan. 28:
Feb. 4:
Feb. 11:
Feb. 18:
Feb. 25:
Mar. 4:
Mar. 11:
Mar. 18:
Mar. 25:
Apr. 1:

Intro, Bill C-78 Divorce Changes
Relocation
Child Support: Theories, Guidelines Formulas, Income
Shared Parenting: Presumption or Not? Child Support
Spousal Support: Theories of Entitlement
Spousal Support: Advanced SSAG-ing
Break Week
Family Property: Law Reform Commission Report
Family Property: More LRC, Valuation Issues
Paper Presentations
No Class
Paper Presentations
High-Conflict Parents and Children: Remedies

1. Student Requests for Accommodation
Requests for special accommodation for reasons such as illness, injury or family emergency will require
an application to the Law School Studies Committee. Such requests (for example, for assignment
extensions) must be made to Associate Dean Michael Deturbide or the Director of Student Services as
soon as possible, before a scheduled exam or a deadline for an assignment, and will generally require
medical documentation. Retroactive accommodation will not be provided. Please note that individual
professors cannot entertain accommodation requests.
Students may request accommodation for either classroom participation or the writing of tests and exams
due to barriers related to disability, religious obligation, or any characteristic under the Nova Scotia
Human Rights Act. Students who require such accommodation must make their request to the Advising
and Access Services Center (AASC) at the outset of the regular academic year. Please visit
www.dal.ca/access for more information and to obtain the Request for Accommodation – Form A.
Students may also contact the Advising and Access Services Centre directly at 494-2836.
2. Submission of Major Papers and Assignments
Major papers and assignments must be submitted in hard copy. Students should hand papers in to the
place stipulated by the instructor and ensure they are date and time stamped. Please read the law school
policy on late penalties: https://www.dal.ca/faculty/law/current-students/jd-students/academicregulations.html
Please note students may also be required to provide an identical electronic copy of their paper to the
instructor by the due date. Papers may be submitted by the instructor to a text-matching software service
to check for originality. Students wishing to choose an alternative method of checking the authenticity of
their work must indicate to the instructor, by no later than the add/drop date of the course, which one of
the following alternative methods they choose:
a) submit copies of multiple drafts demonstrating development of their work
b) submit copies of sources
c) submit an annotated bibliography
3. Plagiarism
All students must read the University policies on plagiarism and academic honesty
http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/
and
the
Law
School
policy
on
plagiarism
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/law/current-students/jd-students/academic-regulations.html.
Any paper or
assignment submitted by a student at the Schulich School of Law may be checked for originality to
confirm that the student has not plagiarized from other sources. Plagiarism is considered a serious
academic offence which may lead to loss of credit, suspension or expulsion from the law school, or even
revocation of a degree. It is essential that there be correct attribution of authorities from which facts and
opinions have been derived. Prior to submitting any paper or other assignment, students should read and
familiarize themselves with the policies referred to above and should consult with the instructor if they
have any questions. Ignorance of the policies on plagiarism will not excuse any violation of those
policies.

