
DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

FACULTY COUNCIL 
These minutes have been approved. 

 
 
A regular meeting of Faculty Council was held at 11:30 am, Tuesday, April 23, 2013 in the Lord 
Dalhousie Room, Henry Hicks Building. 
  
Present: K. Beazley, B. Bisset, B. Boudreau (Chair), G. Brown, S. Faridi, Y. Fedortchouk,  

A. Fleet, J. Grant, K. Humes (FGS), R. Maitzen, S. Parcell, D. Pelzer, N. Schepp,  
R. Singer (for S. Bearne), R. Sterniczuk (for O. Theou), S. Theriault (Secretary), 
K. Toughill, A. Vidovic, E. Whelan, Y. Zhao 

 
Regrets:  W. Barker, M. Cada, S. Bearne, A. Fenety, G. Kipouros, J. Kozey, N. Morgunov,  
    D. Patterson, G. Scherkoske, M. Scott (FGS), D. Tamlyn, O. Theou, H. Whitehead 
  
   
FC12/13.51 Call to Order and Approval of Agenda 
The Chair called the meeting to order. The agenda was approved with no additions.  
 
 
FC12/13.52 Approval of the Minutes of previous Faculty Council meeting 
S. Faridi asked for clarification on the last paragraph of FC12/13.46.   
 
It was moved by K. Beazley, seconded by E. Whelan: to approve the minutes of March 26, 2013 
following clarification. The motion carried. 
 
Matters arising from the minutes –  
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
 
FC 12/13.53 Reports 
i) Dean’s Report  (B. Boudreau) 

a) Innovation Summit: Dalhousie assisted the provincial government in organizing Nova 
Scotia’s first Innovation Summit which was held April 16-17, 2013.  Approximately 300 
people were in attendance, including Dalhousie Administrators and Faculty. Topics 
concerning oceans, forestry and agriculture were among the main discussion points. 
Attendees acted as one large focus group, voting on the importance of each topic. Topics 
that received the highest ratings were the atmosphere and ecosystem of NS, and hiring 
Nova Scotia graduate students for placements in the private sector. This again brought up 
the importance of graduate scholarships and Dr. Boudreau indicated he is confident that the 
provincial government is seriously considering this possibility.  

b) MITACS: MITACS is a non-profit corporation that promotes the hiring of graduate 
students and postdoctoral fellows in the private sector.  Dr. Boudreau advised that MITACS 
has submitted an annual partner report to Dalhousie for the fiscal year ending March 31, 
2013. The report noted the following program participation: 
Accelerate – 57 Accelerate internship segments approved, totalling $814,992 



Elevate – Two Fellowships renewed for their second year and two additional Elevate 
Fellowships awarded, totalling $245,000 
Globalink – Dalhousie University hosted three international interns over the summer of 
2012, valued at $45,000 
Step – A cohort of 30 Dalhousie graduate students and postdoctoral fellows completed a 
series of four interactive workshops on a variety of entrepreneurship and business-related 
topics, valued at $48,000 
Total Anticipated value to Dalhousie University – including Accelerate and Elevate 
projects that may span multiple years:  $1,152,992 
B. Boudreau indicated that this partnership with MITACS has provided a great return on 
investment, and Dalhousie will continue to work with MITACS to build even greater 
opportunities.  Members questions if these programs are open to students from all 
disciplines.  B. Boudreau advised they are, however the majority of participants are from 
Life Sciences, Computer Science, and Engineering. 

 
ii) PDF Report (Roxanne Sterniczuk on behalf of Olga Theou) 

a) CIHR Meeting Update: The Postdoctoral Society had a good meeting with the President 
of CIHR. A follow-up letter was sent to CIHR reiterating the main discussion points and 
areas of importance to Dalhousie Postdoctoral Fellows.  

b) Postdoc Appreciation Day: Dr. Gregory Petsko from Brandeis University has agreed to be 
the keynote speaker for this year’s event. He will speak about the current state of the 
postdoctoral experience.  

c) Website: The Dalhousie Postdoctoral Society has set up a website and is in the process of 
uploading content.  

 
iii) DAGS Report (A. Fleet) 

a) New Executive: A. Fleet reported that this will be the last Faculty Council meeting for her 
and B. Bisset. A. Vidovic will be taking over as President of DAGS effective May 1st, and  
Stephen Scannell will be the new VP Academic.  B. Boudreau thanked Ben and Alana for 
their service, and stated he was especially appreciative of their assistance in organizing this 
year’s MITACS event. 

b) G15 Conference: A. Fleet just returned from attending the G15 Conference held in 
Vancouver last week.  The event brought together student societies from research-intensive 
Universities. She advised that it was a great learning opportunity and DAGS plans to 
implement some new initiatives in the coming year based on what they learned.  

 
iv) Associate Dean (D. Pelzer) 

a) Tri-Council Harmonization: D. Pelzer advised that the three federal granting agencies 
propose to fully harmonize the delivery model for the Canada Graduate Scholarships-
Master's and Doctoral support programs.  The proposed changes will include a single tri-
council application portal, harmonized master’s and doctoral application forms, and a 
common set of policies, rules and regulations governing programs. The change will also see 
the selection process for master’s level awards devolved entirely to universities.  Under the 
new model, students would apply via the institution where they are registered or intend to 
register (incoming model), and CGS master’s awards will no longer be portable. Future 
applications will have to show research training objectives.   It is expected that changes to 
the CGS master’s program will be implemented this year.  Changes to the CGS Doctoral 
program are less drastic and will not come into effect until next year. B. Boudreau pointed 



out that these changes will mean more work for departments and for FGS.  An email will go 
out to Chairs, Graduate Coordinators and Graduate Secretaries this afternoon outlining the 
proposed changes. Some questions were raised regarding what model will be used for 
allocation and Dr. Pelzer said to expect a model similar to that used for the Vanier 
Scholarships.   

 
FC12/13.54 FGS Vision and Mission Statement 
Dr. Boudreau indicated that several versions of this document have been vetted by both APCC and 
Faculty Council. APCC moved to approve the document at their April 9th meeting, so only a seconder 
is needed today. From here the Vision and Mission Statement will be presented at the Full Faculty 
meeting on May 9th for final approval.  
 
It was moved by APCC, seconded by K. Beazley: that Faculty Council approve the FGS Vision 
and Mission Statements, as presented. The motion carried.  
 
 
FC12/13.55 Terms of Reference for Faculty Council 
This document has been vetted by both APCC and Faculty Council. APCC moved to approve the 
document at their April 9th meeting, so only a seconder is needed today.  
 
At the May 14th FC meeting, members will elect a Chair. Dr. Pelzer asked members to talk to 
colleagues who may be suitable candidates and to send any nominations to S. Theriault. He reminded 
members that all nominees must have served on Faculty Council within the past five years and current 
members are also eligible. Dr. Pelzer gave a basic description of the Chair’s responsibilities, and Dr. 
Boudreau indicated he would send a full job description to members of Faculty Council.  
 
J. Grant asked for clarification regarding section 1.5g “Consent Agenda”. B. Boudreau explained that 
this is a list of items that are routine, for information only, that don’t require a discussion at the 
meeting.  The consent agenda would be distributed before the meeting and a motion to approve the 
consent agent would be moved at the meeting. 
  
Members questioned the need for no fewer than 50 members of Faculty Council to challenge decisions 
of Faculty Council (Section 1.5n). Dr. Pelzer explained that the numbers in this section were included 
at the advice of Legal Counsel.  B. Boudreau reminded members that there are over 800 DFA members 
who are members of FGS, and if an issue is going to be challenged it must be a broad-based concern. 
Requiring the petition to be submitted within 21 days ensures the item will be discussed at the next 
meeting with no delay.  
 
S. Faridi asked if there is a database anywhere containing Faculty Council meeting materials so that 
members can access them after meetings (files are normally sent through the Dalhousie File Exchange, 
and they are only accessible for one week). Dr. Pelzer reminded everyone that the minutes are posted 
to the FGS website, and mentioned that Senate uses OWL to house all of its meeting materials. FGS 
will look into the possibility of  using OWL for Faculty Council material.   
 
It was moved by APCC, seconded by J. Grant: that Faculty Council approved the FGS Faculty 
Council Terms of Reference, as presented. The motion carried. 
 
 



FC 12/13.56 Approval of the Candidates for Degrees, Faculty of Agriculture 
Dr. Boudreau welcomed Heather Nowlan, FGS Admissions and Convocation Officer, and asked her to 
present the list of May 2013 graduates from the Faculty of Agriculture. H. Nowlan handed out copies 
of the list to members and asked that they check for any discrepancies. She mentioned that D. 
Patterson had approved the list earlier that day since she was not going to be present at this meeting. 
Members were asked to return the list after reviewing, as the information is still considered 
confidential until approved by Senate. A total of 25 students completed the MSc degree and the 
Faculty of Agriculture convocation ceremony is taking place on May 3rd.  
 
It was moved by E. Whelan, seconded by K. Toughill: that the list of candidates for receipt of 
graduate degrees for the Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture be approved as distributed. The 
motion carried.  
 
It was moved by J. Grant, seconded by S. Faridi: that the Dean of FGS be given authority, in 
consultation with the Registrar’s Office and Senate, to make additions or corrections as 
appropriate to the list of candidates prior to submission to Senate. The motion carried.  
 
 
FC12/13.57 Other Business 
B. Boudreau reminded members that the Full Faculty meeting will be taking place on May 9th at 2:30 
pm in room 1009 of the Rowe Building. 
 
FC12/13.58 Next meeting – Tuesday, May 14, 2013, Lord Dalhousie Room. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:31 p.m.  
 
 
 
__________________________                     ____________________________ 
B. Boudreau, Chair     S. Theriault, Recording Secretary 


