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Winning submission of the Sustainable Oceans Conference Photography Contest, 
taken in St. Andrews, New Brunswick by Lauren Dehens (2016). 

The evening started with the SFO awards announcements.  
The SFO fund awards scholarships to support students pursu-
ing graduate studies at Dalhousie University with the goal of 
integrating governance and management solutions for healthy 
oceans.  Rob Sobey, President of the Donald R. Sobey Fami-
ly Foundation, presented the scholarships.   
 

The recipients for 2016-2017 are: 

¶ Kelly Fretwell (Masters of Marine Management) 

¶ Laura Steeves (Masters of Marine Management) 

¶ Leah Beveridge: (Interdisciplinary PhD)  

¶ Laurenne Schiller (Interdisciplinary PhD)  

Sobey Fund for Oceans Scholarship Awards 

The overall theme of the 2016 conference ñInto the Blue: The 
Body Connecting Us Allò was well reflected in the oral and 
poster presentations, which centered on four connecting sub-
themes:  

¶ Our Brain: Ocean Education and Literacy 

¶ Our Stomach: Sustainable Seafood 

¶ Our Heart: Marine Conservation 

¶ Our Lungs: Ocean Resources 
 

Breakout session discussions were designed to produce recom-
mendations to Canadians on how they can contribute to the 
targets of the UNôs Sustainable Development Goal 14: Con-
serve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine re-
sources.  

The 5th annual Sustainable Oceans Conference took place at 
the Halifax Central Library on September 30 and October 1, 
2016. The Sustainable Oceans conferences are supported by 
the Sobey Fund for Oceans (SFO), a unique partnership be-
tween the Marine Affairs Program (MAP), Dalhousie Univer-
sity, and WWF-Canada.  

Introduction 

Brian Skerry, a world renowned 
photojournalist specializing in ma-
rine wildlife and underwater envi-
ronments, delivered the keynote 
address entitled ñLuminous Seasò.  
 
Brian has been a contract photogra-
pher for National Geographic Mag-
azine since 1998, and in 2014 was 
named a National Geographic Pho-

tography Fellow. He has produced a wide range of stories on 
subjects such as the planetôs last remaining pristine coral 
reefs, the global fish crisis, and the plight of shark and marine 
mammal species.   
 
In addition to sharing tales from behind the lens, a major fo-
cus of Brianôs keynote address was to celebrate the sea and 
raise awareness. He highlighted some of the major challenges 
our oceans are facing, but with the bad news came a new 
hope. Skerryôs breathtaking footage of first-hand encounters 
with massive tiger sharks reminded even the most disheart-
ened marine advocates that the battle has not yet been lost, 
and there is still plenty worth fighting for.  

Brian Skerry - Illustrates Ocean Conservation 

 

Leah Beveridge Laurenne Schiller Laura Steeves Kelly Fretwell 

https://www.dal.ca/sites/sobey-fund/scholarships/current-scholarship-holders.html
https://www.dal.ca/sites/sustainable-oceans.html
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Saturday Conference Presentations and Breakout Sessions 

Academic Poster Awards 

First Place: Kayla Glynn - Assessing damage to the marine 
environment for the practical purpose of compensation 
 
Second Place: Kendra Moore - Evidence-based conserva-
tion: Mitigating whale watching vessel noise pollution in grey 
whale foraging habitats 
 
Peopleôs Choice: Meghan Borland - A tale of two stand-
ards: A case study of the Fair Trade certified Maluku handline 
yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares) fishery 

On Saturday, eight oral and 15 poster presentations were giv-
en in each of the subthemes of the conference. The guest 
speakers who presented at the start of each  sub-theme section 
were: 
 
¶ Ocean Education and Literacy - Kerry McPherson 
SRES Masters Candidate and science and math teacher 
with the Halifax Regional School Board 

 
¶ Sustainable Seafood - Colleen Turlo MAP Alumni and 
Seafood Coordinator at the Ecology Action Centre (EAC) 
and the SeaChoice Representative for Atlantic Canada 

 
¶ Marine Conservation - Brendal Townsend MAP Alumni 
and Senior Project Manager, Ocean Tracking Network 

 
¶ Ocean Resources - Justine McMillan PhD candidate in 
Oceanography at Dalhousie University 

Oral Presentation Awards 

First Place: Jenny Weitzman - Stakeholder perceptions to 
aquaculture eco-certifications and ecolabels in Nova Scotiaôs 
finfish aquaculture industry 
 
Second Place: Catherine Schram - Spatial protection for 
Porbeagle sharks (Lamna nasus) in the Northwest Atlantic - 
The road to recovery? 
 
Peopleôs Choice: Alba Garcia Rodriguez - Queen conch 
(Lobatus gigas) in the Grenadine Islands: A preliminary as-
sessment on its abundance and current management needs 
 

For additional information about the oral and poster presenta-
tions, please see conference abstracts. 

Breakout Sessions 

Sustainable Development Goal 14 (Conserve and sustainably 
use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable de-
velopment) is composed of 10 targets. During the breakout 
sessions, conference attendees had the opportunity to explore 
how we can work towards achieving these targets at individu-
al, community, national, and global levels. 
 

Key questions relating to the Sustainable Development Goals 
that were explored included:  
 

1. How can we increase awareness and education on 
pressing ocean issues (such as ocean acidification; pol-
lution; illegal, unregulated, and unreported fishing; and 
other destructive fishing practices and methods)?  

2. Often, purchasing sustainably sourced seafood is no-
ticeably more expensive than seafood of indeterminate 
origins. How can we make sustainably sourced seafood 
accessible to more consumers? What actions can be 
taken to prioritize sustainable seafood?  

Alba Garcia-Rodriguez presenting her project on Queen conch conservation in the 
Grenadine Islands at the 2016 conference (L. Dehens, 2016). 

Breakout session groups discuss the UN Sustainable Development Goal 14 and how 
they can contribute towards its achievement (Meghan Borland, 2016). 


