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Academia or
Industry?

MANY GRADUATE

STUDENTS DO NOT

CONTINUE ON WITH

ACADEMIA



Just over half of Canadian

PhD graduates do not

continue with academia

Important to have skills that

are competitive in non-

academic positions

Pulse aims to help students

gain these skills

https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/are-there-too-many-phds-turns-out-maybe-not-a-look-at-where-phds-end-up-after-leaving-the-ivory-tower



NOVA SCOTIA

SANDBOXES

Five Dalhousie Sandboxes

Ten Sandboxes across the

province

Provincially funded

GOALS OF SANDBOXES

Build skills

Inspire innovation/creative

thinking

Encourage collaboration

Open to everyone



About Pulse
Newest Sandbox

Focused on health/life science

innovations

tech, devices, pharmaceuticals,

non-profit/community projects

Promote innovation and

entrepreneurship in the province

Focused of Health, Medicine,

Dentistry



C R E A T I V I T Y

Ideation and creative

problem solving

C O M M U N I C A T I O N

Communication with peers

Communicating ideas

C O L L A B O R A T I O N

Working with others towards

a common goal

O P P O R T U N I T Y

Creating opportunities for

students, staff, and faculty

Our
Objectives



Pulse Participants

Anyone wanting to learn about health

innovation

Any student wanting experience outside

of academic/graduate work

Anyone with an idea they want to grow

Build soft skills (teamwork, leadership,

communication, creativity)



Health
Innovation

DEVELOP NEW OR

IMPROVED PRODUCTS,

TECHNOLOGIES,

SERVICES, OR METHODS

THAT IMPROVE HEALTH

WHO: https://www.who.int/phi/1-health_innovation-brochure.pdf





Health
Innovation

M E D  T E C H

health-related technology

e.g. apps 

M E D I C A L  D E V I C E S

medical instrument for

treatment, prevention, or

diagnosis of a disease

Health Canada approval 

P H A R M A C E U T I C A L S

prescription and non-

prescription drugs

trials, strict regulations

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medical-devices.html



Health
Innovation

N O N - P R O F I T

health-focused non-

profits/charities

P O L I C Y

health-related policy

changes

S E R V I C E

innovating the way a certain

service is done



Halifax
Start-Ups

C O L O U R S M I T H  L A B S

Contact lenses for colourblindness

and to protect against bluelight

Started by Dalhousie chemistry grad

N O V A R E S P

Device for sleep apnea

Started by Dalhousie graduate

student

T R A N Q U I L I T Y

Online CBT

Co-founded by PhD student at

Dalhousie

https://innovacorp.ca/companies



Pulse can help!

Have an Idea?



FUNDING

Residency funding to help start your

innovation

MITACS approved incubator

INTERNSHIPS

Partnering with start-ups to help provide

students work experience

Stipend, letter of reference



INNOVATION CHALLENGE

Health-related challenge

Business seminars to accompany

practical work

Stipend and certificate of completion

EVENTS

Hackathons 

Seminar series (IP, funding options,

professional development)

Pitch events



After Pulse
F U R T H E R  R E S O U R C E S

Connect student start-ups with further

resources (funding, legal, financial)

F U R T H E R  P R O G R A M M I N G

Engage students with more innovative ideas

in more innovation-focused programming

J O B  S K I L L S

Help students build skills to highlight when

applying for future positions

P U L S E  P R E P A R E S

S T U D E N T S  A N D  S T U D E N T

S T A R T - U P S  F O R  F U T U R E

D E V E L O P M E N T



Dalhousie
Resources

P A T H 2 I N N O V A T I O N

3-day program

explores entrepreneurial thinking

L A B 2 M A R K E T

helps students to assess commercial

viability of university-based research

innovations

16-week program, $15,000 stipend

R E A D Y 2 L A U N C H

preparation to launch innovation

growing ventures



P A T H 2 I N N O V A T I O N

Three-day virtual workshop

Explores the value of entrepreneurial thinking

as a means of developing careers and research

of leading graduate students, post-docs and

faculty, and also advancing their research,

innovations and ideas into impacts

Open to grad-students and post-docs across

Atlantic Canada

Funded by ACOA and is free of charge to

students and faculty



L A B 2 M A R K E T

Lab2Market is a national-level pilot program in Canada to

fund and equip graduate students and their faculty

supervisors with the entrepreneurial skills needed to assess

the commercial viability of their university-based research

innovations

Program Benefits:

Funding for Customer Discovery  ($15,000)

Concentrated time to focus on commercialization

Exposure to/input from start-up experts and mentors

Answer critical business questions:

Initial target customers?

What do they value?

Channel strategy – How will we sell?

Revenue model – How will we make money?



Atlantic
Entrepreneurship
Workshop
Series

U N C O V E R  T H E  R I G H T  I D E A

October 1, 2020

S T A Y I N '  L E A N

October 8, 2020

T A K E  O N  T E C H

November 5, 2020

I D E A T H O N

November 19, 2020



E V E N T S

Policy hack, hackathons,

techstars

V O L T A

Health Challenge Pitch Event

Opportunities for funding

and communicating your

idea(s)

I N N O V A C O R P

Workshops catering to those

wishing to grow their

business/idea

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

Centre for Women in

Business, CEED

External
Events and
Resources





E C O S Y S T E M

Lots of opportunities for healthcare-

related start-ups in Halifax (especially

for students)

S A N D B O X E S

Provide resources and guidance to

those looking to gain more experience

outside of class/research

P U L S E

Engage students in health/life-science

centred programming, events, and

resources

Wrapping it up



Get In Touch

N A T A S H A  B R E W A R D

natasha.breward@dal.ca

S U R V E Y  W I L L  B E  E M A I L E D

F O R  F E E D B A C K  O N

P R O G R A M M I N G  A N D  E V E N T S

W E B S I T E ,  S O C I A L  M E D I A  T O

B E  R E L E A S E D  S O O N

@innovatepulse



Thank You!


