
 
 

Picchione Lecture Series: Research and the Future of Healthcare 
(the Picchione “Visiting Speaker” is offered directly through DMRF – www.dmrf.ca) 

Call for Proposals  

Lectures for 2017/2018 academic year 

Deadline – June 30th, 2017  
 

Purpose of event: The purpose of this event is to bring healthcare research to a public forum, 
where it can be understood by a lay audience, with an obvious connection to how this health 
research is improving (or could improve) healthcare outcomes. The topic of the proposal must 
therefore be of interest to the general public and information must be delivered in lay 
language. 

*Each event should encourage hope (and not solely focus on issues/problems) for the future of 
health/healthcare outcomes. 

Eligibility:  To be eligible, a complete proposal will be sponsored by a Dalhousie faculty 
member involved in health research at Dalhousie University.  This individual will be the main 
point of contact for the event.  

Background: With generous support from the Picchione family and the Dalhousie Medical 
Research Foundation (DMRF), the “Picchione Lecture Series: Research and the Future of 
Healthcare” serves to engage public interest and understanding of the relationship between 
health research and health outcomes. 
 
Led by a prominent external keynote speaker, dedicated to health advocacy and/or health 
research, each event focuses on a theme central to the keynote lecture, then expanded to a 
panel discussion featuring outstanding health researchers from Dalhousie University. The 
lecture and discussion (approximately 2 hours, total) is followed by a catered wine and cheese 
reception where the audience and panelists can continue the dialogue. 

Proposal Overview:  Through the proposal, the applicant will put forward a well-developed 
plan for a Picchione Lecture to be delivered to a public audience, centered on a current health 
research theme that does, or will, positively impact healthcare outcomes, and that will be of 
interest to the general public (lay audience). 

  



 
 

Proposal: 
Please include the following in your proposal: (CVs not required) 

1. Cover letter (1 page) - Why would the general public be interested in this topic?  

Cover letter must include a lay title of the event’s topic. 

The cover letter should briefly introduce the research topic and describe how this research 
is/will positively impact healthcare outcomes, and why the general public would be 
interested in attending the event.  If there is a connection to non-governmental organizations 
or community groups, this could also be included in the cover letter. 

2. Keynote speaker – Is this person able to communicate with a lay audience? 

The keynote may be a local, national, or international individual who is a leader in the area of 
research and/or healthcare outcomes proposed for the event, either as a researcher or 
advocate. 

For this section, please include the name, credentials and brief biography of the keynote 
speaker who has tentatively agreed to participate in this event.  A full CV is not required. 

Documented confirmation of the keynote speaker is required within 2 months following 
acceptance of proposal.   

3. Panel members – Are these experts able to communicate with a lay audience? 

The expert panel needs to present a “full picture” of the research issue and could include a 
basic scientist, clinician, healthcare professional, government policy maker, etc… 

Where possible, effort should be made create a balanced panel to include members of various 
communities (e.g. women, visible minorities…). 

a) Provide names, credentials (where applicable) and a brief bio of panel members, 
including why they are included in this event. 

b) One panelist must be a community member (non-researcher) who is affected by this 
field of research, either directly or through a family member.  

4. Event date 

A firm date is not necessary and “spring 2018” is acceptable at the proposal stage.   

The firm date for your event is required within 2 months following acceptance. *One 
proposal will be accepted for the period Fall 2017 through Summer 2018.    



 
 

5. Budget  

Approximately $8,000 is available for this event and allowable expenses can include travel, 
accommodations, per diems, venue, catering, honorariums, etc… Please list the expenses 
(with explanations, if applicable) that would be associated with your event.   

*No funds will be transferred for the Lecture - expenses will be reimbursed or paid for up 
front, depending on the type of expense: 

Travel expenses (airfare, taxis, per diems) will be reimbursed after the event (travel advances 
are available to reimburse airfare), using the standard Dalhousie travel expense claim 
procedures.  Please include the contact information of the person who will organize any 
travel expenses associated with this event. *Please note that First Class Airfare cannot be 
reimbursed. 

Most other expenses can be paid directly from the fund by Terrilyn Chiasson (e.g. 
accommodations, venue), who will also help arrange event logistics. 

Proposals will be reviewed by a sub-committee of the Research Advisory Committee of the 
Faculty of Medicine.   

Decisions will be made within two months of the submission deadline.  Submit proposals 
electronically to Terrilyn Chiasson, Program Manager (PREP), Medical Research Development 
Office – Terrilyn.Chiasson@dal.ca 

Follow-up Planning Meeting(s): 

After a proposal has been accepted, a follow-up planning meeting(s) is required to confirm 
details of the event, such as panelists’ talks, venue, catering, event promotion, and any other 
logistical details required. Terrilyn Chiasson will attend this meeting to help guide this process, 
as well as the others who will participate in the event. 
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