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Welcome 
Beginning its third year as part of the 
UGME curriculum this fall, the 
Research in Medicine (RIM) Unit is 
happy to introduce the first of its 
quarterly newsletters. Each one-page 
newsletter will contain important 
upcoming dates and deadlines that 
impact RIM mentors.  

Without dedicated mentors, the RIM 
Unit would not be able to exist. It is 
due to your commitment not just to 
research, but to investing your time 
to foster that same passion for 
research in the current students, that 
RIM has been a success.  

Student Success 
The RIM Unit is proud to announce a 
great deal of success with the 
student’s projects. Many of our 
students have presented at 
conferences at the local, national and 
international levels. Some of these 
conferences are: the International 
Workshop on HIV and Aging, the 
Canadian Immunization Conference, 
and the Transplant Atlantic 
Conference. RIM projects resulted in 
six published papers in peer 
reviewed journals.  

Updates to RIM 
The RIM Governance Committee, 
which is made up of the RIM Unit 
Directors, medical student 
representatives, associate deans and 
administration support persons, is 
strongly committed to student and 
mentor feedback. As such, there will 
be changes to the RIM Unit regarding 
funding and the curriculum. Most of 
the incoming class of students will 
work with their mentor to choose a 
funded summer for their research 
project. In the first semester, students 
will be exposed to sessions on the core 
elements of research and examples of 
how faculty have incorporated 
research into their lives.  

Tips for Mentors 
At this time of year Med I students 
will be reaching out to faculty to 
discuss mentorship. New mentors 
should review the “What Every 
Mentor Needs to Know about RIM” 
document to understand what RIM 
mentorship entails. Please 
appreciate that there is some 
student anxiety surrounding 
selecting mentors so please respond 
to requests in as timely a manner as 
possible. A RIM mentor information 
video will be posted on the RIM 
website shortly.  

 

Unit Directors 
The RIM Unit Directors each oversee 
a cohort of students. They assist with 
student project direction, provide 
support to both students and 
mentors if issues arise, develop the 
RIM curriculum, sit on, and bring any 
student concerns or requests to, the 
RIM Governance Committee, and 
review and approve the student’s 
project proposal.  

Unit Directors for 2015-2016 
Samina Abidi: Health Informatics 
Ron George: Anesthesiology  
Jeff Kirby: Bioethics 
Gerry Johnston: Medical Research  
Melanie Kelly: Pharmacology  
Bob Bortolussi: Pediatrics 
Brian Wheelock: Neurosurgery  
Jill Hayden: Community Health and 
 Epidemiology  
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Upcoming Dates: 

August 26: RIM Orientation followed by 
lunch  

Sept – Dec: RIM students will contact 
potential mentors 
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Student presentation at RIM Research Day 
 


