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Key People

• Department Head
Christopher 

Sinal

• Graduate CoordinatorDenis Dupré

• Graduate Administrative Assistant

• Can provide tons of information about the 
graduate program (forms, procedures, etc.)

Sidney 
Norman

• Undergraduate Teaching Administrative 
Assistant

• Can help with travel claims and other things
Julie Mann

• AdministratorLori Lawson



Organization

Dalhousie 
Medicine New 
Brunswick

Some of 
Pharmacology faculty 
and graduate 
students are in Saint 
John, NB

They interact in 
seminars, research 
days, etc. via video 
conference primarily

Pharmacology Graduate 
Student Society

Faculty of Medicine Graduate 
Student Society



Advisory 
Committees: 
What are 
they?

Includes a chair, member, and your supervisor

Meet twice per year

• Fall (first year in Sept., consecutive years end of Nov.)

• Spring (end of May)

Initial meeting

• Meet committee members

• Discuss courses to be taken and other lab requirements

• Initial proposal with main goals of the project

Consecutive meetings

• Brief written progress report (sent to committee >2 days before meeting)

• Oral 15 min presentation

See “Student Advisory Committees” document on department 
website



https://medicine.dal.ca/departments/department-sites/pharmacology/education/resources-for-current-students.html

https://medicine.dal.ca/departments/department-sites/pharmacology/education/resources-for-current-students.html


Course Requirements

MSc (1.5 credits = 9 credit hours =3 courses)

PhD (2.5 credits = 15 credit hours = 5 courses)

Mandatory courses for credit
PHAC5403 or 5409: Systems Pharmacology 1 or 2

PHAC5405: Advanced Pharm (Fall term)

PHAC5508 (MSc)/5509 (PhD): Seminar Course (MUST REGISTER EVERY TERM)

Alternative courses for credit

PHAC5626/5627/5628: Special Topics in Pharmacology; 

Often taught by supervisor

PHAC 6319: Pharmaceutical Science, Law & Policy

Other 5th year course agreed upon by committee



Other courses

REGN9999 Graduate 
Program Fee

• MUST REGISTER 
EVERY TERM

PHAC9000 (MSc)/ 
PHAC9530 (PhD): 

Thesis

• MUST REGISTER 
EVERY TERM

• Reynolds Best 
Thesis - evaluated 
on the writing and 
presenting of thesis 
if anyone is 
deserving with a 
$250 for MSc and 
$500 for a PhD 
prize!



Requirements for 
transfer to PhD

1. Must have completed PHAC5405; 

• If no previous pharmacology courses, need to complete PHAC5406 and/or PHAC5409 before 
PHAC5405 to be eligible

2. Student must have been in the program for at least 1 year; 

• timeline may vary as to strategically not interfere with current MSc scholarships, or adjust for 
potential PhD scholarships

3. Discuss possibility of transfer with supervisor first, and if both agree, the student provides 
a short PhD program proposal to advisory committee (with major research milestones) at 
meeting prior to proposed transfer semester. 

• usually Nov. meeting, but can set up an additional advisory meeting in August for a Sept. transfer, 
for example

• Advisory committee assesses feasibility of program and recommends transfer or not



PhD Extras

Transfers from MSc to PhD 
usually after 1st year

Recommendation based on committee 
meeting in November

Comprehensive Exam

Within 24 months for direct entry or 28 
months for MSc transfers

PHAC5507: Practice Teaching 
(0.5CR)

Additional course credit 
usually obtained through 

Special Topics Course



Seminar Course

PHAC5508 
(MSc)/5509 (PhD)

In-person 
participation is the 
best way to learn 
and meet other 
researchers

Pass or fail based on 
your attendance of 
Pharmacology events

Includes Research 
seminars, research 
days and defences

Pharmacology 
Research Days (MSc: 
May and PhD: 
November) 

awards of $150 for 
MSc and $200 for 
PhD

Attendance below 
80% will flag 
reminder to you and 
supervisor

Attendance is 
recorded via the 
feedback form after 
each seminar

Passing grade 
requires a minimum 
of 70% attendance at 
seminars/defences
AND attendance at 
research days 
(Pass/Fail - no grade)

Students must also 
present at FoM
Research day in 2nd

year (unless 
presenting at 
international 
conference), but 
encouraged every 
year



Other Requirements

FGS Progress Report (Aug. 1 for Sept 
start and Dec. 1 for Jan start)
Through the Graduate Studies Information 
System (GSIS) 

Available through Dal Online

Responsible Conduct in Research

Usually offered in October of each year

More info at: 
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/prep/programs/edu
cation-training.html

prep@dal.ca

Lab Safety

Mandatory: WHMIS, Lab Safety Manual

If needed: Animal care and handling, Radiation 
safety, Biosafety

https://www.dal.ca/faculty/prep/programs/education-training.html
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/prep/programs/education-training.html
mailto:prep@dal.ca


Other Resources

Department online 
calendar

See News & Events on Pharm 
Dept Website for instructions 

and link to calendar

https://www.google.com/calend
ar/ical/ieqv8koi9bdkn9dn3er7f30
8j0%40group.calendar.google.co

m/public/basic.ics

Faculty of Graduate 
Studies (FGS)

www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies.
html

Travel Grants through 
FGS: $500/degree

Pharm Dept: Reynolds 
Memorial Book Fund

$200 per year ($400 for MSc; 
$800 for PhD)

Can be used for research books 
or computer

Department website: 
Resources for Current 

Students

https://medicine.dal.ca/departments/department-sites/pharmacology/news-events.html
https://www.google.com/calendar/ical/ieqv8koi9bdkn9dn3er7f308j0@group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics
https://www.google.com/calendar/ical/ieqv8koi9bdkn9dn3er7f308j0@group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics
https://www.google.com/calendar/ical/ieqv8koi9bdkn9dn3er7f308j0@group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics
https://www.google.com/calendar/ical/ieqv8koi9bdkn9dn3er7f308j0@group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies.html
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies.html
https://medicine.dal.ca/departments/department-sites/pharmacology/education/resources-for-current-students.html
https://medicine.dal.ca/departments/department-sites/pharmacology/education/resources-for-current-students.html


Careers workshops

• PREP program: https://www.dal.ca/faculty/prep/programs/education-training.html

• Dal career help: https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/career-and-leadership/job-resources-
services.html

• Centre for learning and Teaching: https://www.dal.ca/dept/clt/programs.html

• Dal GradPD: https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/current-students/professional-
development/gradpd.htm

• MITACS and other PD options: https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/current-
students/professional-development/gradpd/online-pd.html

https://www.dal.ca/faculty/prep/programs/education-training.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/career-and-leadership/job-resources-services.html
https://www.dal.ca/campus_life/career-and-leadership/job-resources-services.html
https://www.dal.ca/dept/clt/programs.html
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/current-students/professional-development/gradpd.htm
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/current-students/professional-development/gradpd.htm
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/current-students/professional-development/gradpd/online-pd.html
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/current-students/professional-development/gradpd/online-pd.html


Training sessions
Dalhousie Libraries Research Summer Camp is a comprehensive 

program that will take you through the research process from 

literature searching and writing all the way to publication. The 

program is open to any student, faculty, or staff member at 

Dalhousie, but is specifically tailored to graduate students. 

Research Summer Camp will be offered as a series of online 

asynchronous modules in Brightspace and through synchronous 

online sessions delivered via Teams. Modules may include short 

video lectures and interactive exercises to help you brush up on 

your literature searching, writing, information management, and 

research skills. Visit the Research Camp website for a full list of 

modules. 
• certificates for completion of Research Summer Camp sessions and 

modules. For a full list of available certificates, see the Certificate 

page on the Research Summer Camp website.

To register for Research Summer Camp: Research Summer Camp is 

now a self-registration course in Brightspace! To register, log into 

Brightspace and select the Academic Support menu. From the dropdown, 

select Self registration. From the list of courses, select Online 

Community - Research Camp 2023-2024.

• To register for live/synchronous sessions, visit the Dal Libraries 

Events Calendar.

https://dal.ca.libguides.com/ResearchCamp
https://dal.ca.libguides.com/ResearchCamp/certificates
https://dal.ca.libguides.com/ResearchCamp/certificates
https://dal.libcal.com/calendar/events
https://dal.libcal.com/calendar/events


Communication

• Important to communicate clearly 
with supervisor

• Influences that may affect 
your presence or research 
commitment

• Personal problems

• External jobs and 
TA’ing, MCAT

• Difficulties with co-
workers

• Notify supervisor of 
upcoming deadlines, 
vacations, etc. 

• Discuss your needs, troubles, 
and goals on an ongoing and 
regular basis

• FGS: Navigating Student Supervisor 
Relationships

https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/currentstudents/supervision.html
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/gradstudies/currentstudents/supervision.html


Other advisors

• Peer support network

• https://medicine.dal.ca/research-dal-med/graduate-
student-support/peersupport.html

• FoM Research Trainee Advisors: 

• Leslie Anne Campbell and Younes Anini

• https://medicine.dal.ca/research-dal-med/graduate-
student-support/graduate-student-support.html

https://medicine.dal.ca/research-dal-med/graduate-student-support/peersupport.html
https://medicine.dal.ca/research-dal-med/graduate-student-support/peersupport.html
https://medicine.dal.ca/research-dal-med/graduate-student-support/graduate-student-support.html
https://medicine.dal.ca/research-dal-med/graduate-student-support/graduate-student-support.html


Teaching 
assistant

PHAC3030
Others 

(courses in 
Pharmacy)



MSc Pharmacology timeline

Fall 
Year 1

Milestone
• CIHR Sex Gender, WHMIS, Biohazard 

animal handling, etc. certificates
• Advisory committee
• With pharmacology as undergrad: register 

for PHAC 5405
• Without, register for PHAC5406
• All need to register every term for 

PHAC5508, REGN9999, PHAC9000

01

Milestone
Ethics in research

02

Winter 
Year 1

Milestone
PHAC5409 if needed

Or another course 
selection for students 
with pharmacology as 

undergrad.

03

Summer 
Year 1

Milestone
• Research Day (MSc)
• Research Day (FoM)
• Advisory committee
• All need to register 

every term for 
PHAC5508, 
REGN9999, 
PHAC9000

04

Milestone
• Annual report FGS deadline for 

submission Aug 1 (or 1 month 
before program start date)

• Earliest can be considered for 
transfer to PhD, after 
completion of PHAC5405

05

Fall 
Year 2

06

Milestone
• Without undergrad 

pharmacology: 
PHAC5405

• All need to register 
every term for 
PHAC5508, 
REGN9999, 
PHAC9000

Milestone
Advisory committee

07

Sep Oct Nov DecMay Jun Jul AugJan Feb Mar AprSep Oct NOV Dec



Winter 
Year 2

Milestone
Last chance to register 
for a course, if needed

08

Milestone
Aim to have most results 

completed and begin 
writing thesis

09

Summer 
Year 2

Milestone
• Aim to finalize thesis and 

submit to examiners (2 weeks 
before defence)

• Format check
• MSc Research Day
• FoM Research Day
• Advisory committee

11

Milestone
Thesis defence: must be submitted (with 
revisions approved) before end of month 

to avoid an extra semester

Annual progress report due Aug 1 (unless 
thesis already submitted) 

Review of progress by GSAC at 2-year mark

May Jun Jul AugJan Feb Mar Apr

Milestone
Identify potential 

examiners and set up 
examining committee 

with graduate 
coordinator

10

MSc (cont.)



PhD Pharmacology timeline

Fall 
Year 1

Milestone
• CIHR Sex Gender, WHMIS, Biohazard 

animal handling, etc. certificates
• Advisory committee
• With previous pharmacology courses: 

register for PHAC5405
• Without, probably register for PHAC5406
• All need to register every term for 

PHAC5509, REGN9999, PHAC9530

01

Winter 
Year 1

Milestone
• Register for PHAC5409 if 

needed
• and/or other courses for a 

total of 2.5 credits
• All need to register every 

term for PHAC5509, 
REGN9999, PHAC9530

04

Summer 
Year 1

Milestone
• Research Day (FoM)
• Advisory committee
• All need to register every 

term for PHAC5509, 
REGN9999, PHAC9530

05

Milestone
Annual report FGS deadline for 
submission Aug 1 (or 1 month 
before program start date)

06

Fall 
Year 2

07

Milestone
• Last possible term to 

complete PHAC5405 
(because of comp exam 
deadline)

• All need to register every 
term for PHAC5509, 
REGN9999, PHAC9530

Milestone
Advisory committee

Pharmacology Research 
Day

08

Sep Oct Nov DecMay Jun Jul AugJan Feb Mar AprSep Oct NOV Dec

Milestone
Pharmacology research 

day

03

Milestone
Ethics in research

02



Winter 
Year 2

Milestone
All need to register every term for 
PHAC5509, REGN9999, PHAC9530

09

Milestone
Schedule Comprehensive exam before end of 24 
months (28 if transfer (from MSc start), and only 

after PHAC5405 completed)
Register for PHDP8000 in term when exam is held

10

Summer  
Year 2

Milestone
All need to register 

every term for 
PHAC5509, REGN9999, 

PHAC9530

Advisory committee

11

Fall Year 3

Milestone
• Register for 

PHAC5507 (only after 
successful comp. 
exam)

• All need to register 
every term for 
PHAC5509, 
REGN9999, 
PHAC9530

13

Milestone
Schedule 1hr seminar (in last year)
Register for PHAC5507 (if not 
completed) 

15

Winter 
Final Year

16

Milestone
• All need to register 

every term for 
PHAC5509, 
REGN9999, 
PHAC9530

• Last term to 
complete course 
requirements

Jan Feb Mar AprSep Oct Nov DecMay Jun Jul AugJan Feb Mar Apr

Milestone
Advisory committee

14

Milestone
• Finish experimental 

work
• Begin thesis writing
• Identify external 

examiners with 
graduate coordinator

17

Milestone
Submit near final draft of thesis 
to supervisor

19

Milestone
Begin process for 
booking thesis defence
date with FGS (three 
months before the 
anticipated date of 
defence)
Format check

18

3

6

PhD (cont.)
Milestone

Annual report FGS deadline for 
submission Aug 1 (or 1 month 
before program start date)

12 * at year 5 mark: GSAC 
review of progress



Summer 
Final Year

Milestone
• Finalize thesis and submit to 

advisory committee for 
approval

• Submit to FGS for submission
to examiners (6 weeks before
anticipated defence date)

• FoM Research Day
• Advisory committee

20

Milestone
Thesis defence: must be 

submitted (with 
revisions approved) 

before end of month to 
avoid an extra semester 

Annual report due Aug 1 
(unless thesis already 

submitted)

May Jun Jul Aug

PhD (cont.)



Questions?
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