
 
PROGRAM 

 
The 6th Halifax Symposium of Ethics in Ophthalmology 

November 20 and 21, 2015 
 

An Instructional Event for Canadian Residents 
 
Hosted by 
Robert LaRoche, MD, Professor of Ophthalmology, Dalhousie University 
Alex V. Levin, MD, MHSc, Professor of Ophthalmology and Pediatrics, Wills Eye Hospital, Thomas Jefferson 
University 
 
Queen Elizabeth II Health Sciences Centre 
Dickson Building, Victoria General Hospital Site, Halifax, NS 
5th Floor, Weatherwatch Meeting Room 
 
 
Faculty: 
Bowman, Kerry PhD Clinical Ethicist, Joint Centre for Bioethics, University of Toronto 
Canny, Christopher MD CMPA Educator 
Fernandez, Conrad MD Professor, Pediatrics and Bioethics, Dalhousie University 
Kenny, Nuala MD Professor Emeritus, Pediatrics and Bioethics, Dalhousie University 
LaRoche, Robert MD Professor, Ophthalmology, Dalhousie University, Co-Organizer 
Levin, Alex MD Professor, Ophthalmology and Pediatrics, Thomas Jefferson University, Co-Organizer 
Reid, Lynette PhD Associate Professor, Bioethics, Dalhousie University 
Simpson, Christy PhD Department Head and Associate Professor, Bioethics, Dalhousie University 
Taylor, Brett  MD  Emergency Medicine, Physician Staff, Dalhousie University  
Warren, Marika PhD Assistant Professor, Bioethics, Dalhousie University 
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Friday, November 20, 2015 
General Attendance – Afternoon  
 
12:00 – 13:00 General Registration  
13:00 Introduction and Welcome/Plan of the Symposium  R. LaRoche 
13:05 – 13:45 Plenary Lecture:  “The Possibility of Medical Professionalism in a Consumer Age”  N. Kenny 
14:00 – 14:50 
15:00 – 15:50 
16:00 – 16:50 

Small Group Sessions (concurrent):  
a. “The Internet:  A necessary evil?  Ethical challenges on-line” B. Taylor 
b. “Research ethics”  C. Fernandez 
c. “Having dinner, and learning on industry’s dime A. Levin    

 
19:45 

 
Dinner, Café Istanbul 

 

 
 
Saturday, November 21, 2015 
General Attendance – All Day 
 
08:30 – 09:05 Keynote Speaker: “Ethics of Emerging Technologies” K. Bowman 
09:10 – 10:00 
10:35 – 11:25 
11:30 – 12:20 

Small Group Sessions (concurrent):  
a. Multicultural Ethics; Is there only one ethic?  K. Bowman 
b. Do I have to do it?  Request for Futile treatment M. Warren  
c. Who is really going to do my surgery:  resident or attending?   A. Levin  

Lunch On location,  provided  
13:10 – 14:00 
14:05 – 14:55 
15:00 – 15:50 

Small Group Sessions (concurrent):  
a. Consent:  a shared experience C. Simpson 
b. Innovation Ethics:  Can I do whatever I want? A. Levin   
c.    Oops …    Now what?  : “should we tell, and how?”  R. LaRoche & L. Reid 

16:00 – 17:00 “Please see my patient; attached is the info”  C. Canny, MD, CMPA 
17:00-17:15 Conclusion A. Levin, MD 
 
 
 
 
"The 6th Halifax Symposium on Ethics in Ophthalmology, November 20-21, 2015, meets the requirements for 
Section 1 accreditation as defined by the Maintenance of Certification program of the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Canada. The program is approved by the Canadian Ophthalmological Society for a maximum of 
14.5 credits.  
 
Through an agreement between the American Medical Association, the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Canada, and the Canadian Ophthalmological Society, as a live educational activity, qualifies for AMA PRA 
category 1 credits.  

Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.” 

 


