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Language assessment in children from immigrant 
and refugee backgrounds 
 

This talk will detail second language (L2) development in children from immigrant and 
refugee backgrounds and provide an overview of challenges that arise when assessing the 
language skills of these children. In particular, the marked overlap between the language 
development patterns of children with typical L2-development and monolingual children with 
language delays poses a challenge to identifying language learning difficulties in this 
population of children. In addition to research showcasing this challenge, evidence-based 
strategies for overcoming these challenges will also be highlighted, including the Child 
English Second Language Centre (CHESL), a publicly-accessible website dedicated to 
improving language assessments for L2-learning children from diverse first language 
backgrounds. As such, this talk provides crucial information aimed at reducing barriers for the 
accurate and timely identification of language learning difficulties in children from immigrant 
and refugee backgrounds. 
 


