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7KLV�\HDU�ZH�PDGH�DQ�DFWLYH�HIIRUW�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�MRXUQDO·V�KRUL]RQV��%\�WKDW��ZH�

PHDQ�ZH�ZDQWHG�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�FUHDWLYH�ZULWLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�DW�'DO�DQG�.LQJ·V�

EH\RQG�WKRVH�H[FOXVLYHO\�LQ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH��2XU�LQWHQW�WKLV�\HDU�ZDV�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�

RXWUHDFK�VWUDWHJ\�WKDW�LQIRUPHG�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI �ERWK�FDPSXVHV�DERXW�WKLV�RSSRUWX�

QLW\��%\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�GLYHUVLI\LQJ�WKH�YRLFHV�LQ�WKLV�MRXUQDO��ZH�KRSH�WR�HQFDSVXODWH�

WKH�PXOWLSOLFLW\�RI �WKH�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFH��RU�DW�OHDVW�WKDW�RI �+DOLID[��WKURXJK�DQ�

LQWHUVHFWLRQDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�QHLWKHU�URPDQWLFL]HV�QRU�GLPLQLVKHV��

:H·UH�QRWKLQJ�VKRUW�RI �RYHUZKHOPHG�DW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI �DPD]LQJ��DFFRPSOLVKHG�DQG�

PXOWLIDFHWHG�VXEPLVVLRQV�ZH�UHFHLYHG�WKLV�\HDU�IURP�D�ODUJH�YDULHW\�RI �ZULWHUV��:H�

HQFRXUDJH�WKRVH��DFFHSWHG�RU�RWKHUZLVH��WR�FRQWLQXH�SXUVXLQJ�WKHLU�FUDIW�DQG�DGGLQJ�

WR�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��

We�like�to�think�this�subsect�of �CanLit�is�signiÀcantly�less�of �a�dumpster�Àre�than�
WKH�ZKROH�ULJKW�QRZ��

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�UHDGLQJ��

7U\QQH�'HODQH\�DQG�'UXH�0DF3KHUVRQ��&R�(GLWRUV�LQ�&KLHI�
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,Q�WKH�NLWFKHQ

QRQ�LQYDVLYH�\HOORZ�OLJKW�LOOXPLQDWHV

WKH�FDELQHWV��WKH�WDEOH��WKH�IULGJH�

WKH�IRUJRWWHQ�FDUURW�SHHOV�

FROOHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��

,�ZDON�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�

P\�RXWOLQH�EOHHGLQJ��EUHDNLQJ�DSDUW

LQWR�WKH�VWLII��VWDOH�DLU�

$�PL[WXUH�RI �GDUN��URXQG�FRIIHH�

URWWLQJ�YHJHWDEOHV�DQG�VWDOH�VRFNV�

3DGGLQJ�FRQVFLRXVO\�

SODFLQJ�HDFK�WRH�GRZQ

DV�,�IHHO�WKH�VSLOW�FRIIHH�JURXQGV�LPSODQWLQJ

WKHPVHOYHV�LQWR�P\�KHHOV�

WKH\·UH�VWLOO�ZHW��EXW�QRZ�FROG�

$IWHU�\HDUV�KDYH�SDVVHG�

,�PDNH�LW�WR�WKH�EURRP�

0RXQWDLQ�EXLOGLQJ�DV�,

FROOHFW�WKH�GHEULV�

WKH�ORQH�PXVKURRP�

7LSSHG�LQWR�WKH�JDUEDJH�FDQ��DOPRVW

VSLOOLQJ�RQWR�WKH�OLQROHXP��

,�UHSODFH�WKH�EURRP��ZDVK

my�hands�of �the�Àlth,
DQG�,�WXUQ�RII �WKH�WDS�

,�OHDYH�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WKHQ�

,�ZRXOG�FORVH�WKH�GRRU��EXW�ZH

GRQ·W�KDYH�D�NLWFKHQ�GRRU��RQO\

DQ�HQWUDQFH�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�OLJKW

WDNHV�DGYDQWDJH�RI��VSLOOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�KDOOZD\�
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1LJKW�

FORXGV��

LPSHQHWUDEOH��

KLGLQJ�WKH�OLIH�OLJKW�RI �VWDUV�

&KLOO

LFH�FDUULHG�LQ

EHWZHHQ�WKH�VXLFLGH�RI �OHDYHV�

ULWXDO�VKUHGGLQJ�RI �WUHHV�

7KH\�VLJK�DV�WKH\�IDOO�DVOHHS�

WKDW�ORQJ�JRRGQLJKW�

´+HU�EODFNV�FUDFNOH�DQG�GUDJµ

FRPHV�WR�PH

LQ�EHWZHHQ

VWDJHV�RI �GHFD\�

,�ZRQGHU�LI �3ODWK

ZRXOG�KDYH�FRPH�WR�P\�EDFN�JDUGHQ

DQG�WDNHQ�WKH�VWLIIHQ�SODQWV�

WKH�VWHQFK�RI �GHHS

URWWLQJ�OLIH�

,WV�VRIWHQLQJ�VWDWH

WKH�GU\LQJ�DQG�UHOHDVLQJ

VHQVH�RI �OLJKW�

,�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�VKH·G�VD\�ZKHQ�VKH�OHDYHV�



��

,�:$61·7�*2,1*�72�:5,7(�$1<7+,1*�1(:

,�WROG�D�IULHQG�DERXW�WKH�UHG�GUHVVHV�

:DONLQJ�RXW�RI �\RXU�KRPH�

WR�ZDON�GRZQ�WKDW�KLJKZD\�

WKH�RQO\�VRXQG�LQ�\RXU�ZDNH

WKH�HFKR�RI �VFUHDPV�DQG�ZDLOV�

1HYHU�VHHQ�DJDLQ�

2QFH�ZH�VWRRG�DV�IULHQGV�

QDWLRQ�WR�QDWLRQ�

1RZ�ZKHQ�HYHU�ZH�PHHW�

VRPHRQH�LV�DOZD\V�GLVUHVSHFWIXO�

RQH�VLGH�LQ�KRQHVW�UHJDOLD�

WKH�RWKHU�LQ�FDVXDO�DXWKRULW\�

,�NQRZ�WKHUH�DUH�WZR�VLGHV�WR�HYHU\�VWRU\�

EXW�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�ODQG��ZRXOG�WUXO\�VKRZ�ZKR�KDV�LW�

�ZKLWH�JXQV�DOZD\V�ORDGHG��EXW�QHYHU�ZKHQ�QHHGHG��

$QG�VRPH�VD\�,�VKRXOG�VWD\�VLOHQW�

EXW�,�KHDU�WKH�ZKLVSHU�RI �WKHLU�GUHVVHV

WKH�HFKR�RI �WKHLU�FULHV�

,W�LV�RXU�ZRPHQ�

RXU�GDXJKWHUV�

ORYHUV�

DQG�PRWKHUV�

JRQH�

GLVDSSHDUHG�

7KH\�GRQ·W�KDYH�PDUNHUV�LQ�RXU�JUDYH\DUGV�

�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�QHYHU�DQ�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�SODQW�RQH�

$QG�VRPH�VD\�,�VKRXOG�WDNH�D�VLGH�

%XW�P\�DQFHVWU\�PHOGV�WKHP�ERWK�

%HDXWLIXOO\�

%HVLGHV�KRZ�FDQ�WKHUH�EH�RQH�

:KHQ�ZH�DOO�KDYH�EORRG�RQ�RXU�KDQGV�

)URP�WKRVH�ZH�WRRN�IURP��

2U�WKRVH�ZH�FRXOGQ·W�VDYH�
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:H�DUH

DOO

�Q�WKLV�WRJHWKHU�

7KHUH�DUH�MXVW�DV�PDQ\�ZKLWH�SDWFKHV�QH[W�WR�WKH�UHG�

ZH�KDYH�VLPLODU�SUREOHPV�

:H�FDQ�DGDSW��VKRZ�FRPSDVVLRQ�

OHDUQ�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�

DLG�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�KHDOLQJ�

1DWLRQV�KHOSLQJ�1DWLRQV�

.HHSLQJ�\RXU�ZRUG�KDV�WZR�SDUWV�

6SHDNLQJ�WKHQ�GRLQJ�
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<RX�DUH�VWURQJ�OLNH�GULIWZRRG�

$�PRQROLWKLF�SLHFH

GXJ�GHHS�LQWR�WKH�VLGH�RI �D�URFN\�EHDFK�

)RU�DOPRVW�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�KDYH�OLYHG�

\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�D�SOD\�VWUXFWXUH

IRU�\RXQJ�DQG�WKRVH�GDULQJ�HQRXJK

WR�FOLPE�\RXU�KLJK�

6WLOO�WKLFN��LQWDFW�EUDQFKHV�

6LWWLQJ�DPRQJ�WKHP�GXULQJ�VWRUPV�DQG�IXOO�PRRQ�QLJKWV�

2QH�GD\�

DIWHU�WKH�VHD�

KDV�WDNHQ�\RXU�URRWV

DQG�\RXU�EUDQFKHV�QR�ORQJHU�KROG�HYHQ�WKH�ZLQG�

\RX�ZLOO�EH�VHHQ�

SUHVHUYHG�

,I �*RG�ZDV�D�FRORXU

+H�ZRXOG�EH�\RXU�VKHHQ�XQGHU�PRRQOLJKW�

D�VLOYHU

OXPLQHVFHQW�RQO\�LQ�VXQVKLQH�

GXVW\�ZLWK�DJH�DQG�ZLVGRP

soft�like�your�Áesh,
VRXO�VWLOO�VWURQJ�DQG�ZDUP�XQGHU�KDQG�

,PPRUWDO��LQ�HYHU\�VHQVH�RI �WKH�ZRUG�
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ZH�WDONHG�DOO�QLJKW�XQWLO�WKH�VXQ�

URVH��GHPDQGLQJ�

RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�URRIWRSV��

Àlling�our�bath-tub�sized�rooms
ZLWK�JROG��

ORRN�KRZ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�

EUHDWKHV�OLNH�D�OLYLQJ�WKLQJ��GDUOLQJ��

ORRN�KRZ�WKH�VHDVRQV�

ULS�WKHPVHOYHV�RXW�

OLNH�WKH�SDJHV�RI �D�ERRN��

ORRN�DW�LW�WKLV�ZD\��

HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�VWLOO�EURNHQ��

EXW�DW�OHDVW�ZH·UH�QRW�VSLWWLQJ�EORRG�DQ\PRUH��

QRW�FU\LQJ�EHKLQG�FDUQLYDOV��

RU�NLOOLQJ�WKH�FORZQV�IRU�WKHLU�PRQH\�

LW·V�EHHQ�WZR�\HDUV�DQG�L·YH

ORQJ�VLQFH

JLYHQ�EDFN�WKRVH�GXOO�NQLYHV��

IRUJRWWHQ�WKH�ZD\�ZLQWHU�EXULHG�XV�DOLYH�

ZKHQ�\RX�VDLG��

´KRZ�ROG�ZHUH�ZH�ZKHQ�ZH�

VWRSSHG�UHPHPEHULQJ�WKH�JRRG�GD\V�WRR"µ

DQG�L�FRXOGQ·W�WHOO�\RX�EHFDXVH�

WKHUH�DUH�SODFHV�L�GRQ·W�UHPHPEHU�

IDFHV�L�FDQ·W�QDPH�

WKHUH�DUH�GD\V�ZKHQ�L�

PLVV�\RX�DQG�UHPHPEHU�L·P�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�
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VKH�KROGV�D�SHDFK�LQ�KHU�KDQGV

DQG�WHOOV�PH�LW�IHHOV�WHQGHU�

OLNH�WKH�VRIWHVW�RI �PRUQLQJV�

P\�KHDUW�EUHDWKHV�LQ

DQG�VD\V

WKDW·V�WKH�ZD\�L�IHHO�DERXW�\RX�

L�ZDWFK�KHU�ELWH�LQWR�LW�

pink�Àngernails,�pink�tongue,
SLQN�MXLFH�GULSSLQJ�GRZQ�KHU�FKLQ�

L�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ

VXPPHU�ZLOO�EHHQ�NLQG�WR�XV�

JLYH�XV�JUHHQV�GHHSHU�WKDQ�GUHDPV�

ZDUP�WKH�ULYHUV�LQWR�EDWKV�DQG�WXUQ

KHU�VNLQ�ROG�ORFNHW�JROG�

we�sit�in�slow-hot�Àelds�for�hours,
WXFNLQJ�SDQVLHV�EHWZHHQ�RXU�WRHV�

ZH�ORYH�LQ�LGOHQHVV�

VXFNLQJ�RQ�SHDFK�SLWV�XQWLO�WKHLU�IROGHG�LQVLGHV

VFUDSH�RXU�FKHHNV��

she�buries�hers�in�the�Àeld;
L�VZDOORZ�PLQH�

PRWKHU�WROG�PH�WKDW

VZDOORZLQJ�VHHGV

PDNHV�WUHHV�JURZ�LQ�\RXU�EHOO\�

ZKHQ�VKH�ODXJKV�LQWR�WKH�ZLQG�

KHU�KDQGV�FXSSHG�OLNH�VKH�ZDQWV�WR�FDWFK

WKH�VXQ�DQG�KLV�FKDULRW��L�FDQ�IHHO

WKH�URRWV�VWUHWFKLQJ�WKHLU�ZDNLQJ�OLPEV

DQG�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�JURZ�
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IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV�WKHUH�ZDV�UHG�

metal�stolen�in�Àstfuls,
ULEV�FDXJKW�LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DERXW�GHDWK�

DQG�KRZ�WKHUH�VKRXOG�EH�PRUH�UHG��

L�VWDUWHG�ZDUV�IRU�QR�RQH�DQG�KHOG�

WKH�EXOOHWV�LQVLGH�PH��PRXWKIXO�

RI �PHWDO��VOHHYHV�IXOO�RI �UHG�

+,6725,(6

L�ZDQW�WR�VZDOORZ

\RXU�KHDUWVWULQJV��

\RXU�PXVLF��

\RXU�PHPRULHV�

XQUROO�WKHP�OLNH

LQWHUVWDWHV�DQG�

FRXQW�WKH�PLOHV�
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6HHQ�IURP�WKH�EHDFK��ROG�UHG�EXLOGLQJV��HPSW\��DEDQGRQHG�

7KH�VLJQ�VD\V�´5DLQERZ�+DYHQ�&KLOGUHQ·V�&DPSµ�

����LWV�SXUSRVH�´WR�SURYLGH�VDIH�PHDQLQJIXO�H[SHULHQFHV

����LQ�WKH�JUHDW�RXWGRRUV�µ

:KDW�PHDQLQJIXO�H[SHULHQFHV�DZDLWHG�WKH�H[FOXVLYH�FOLHQWHOH"

*RXUPHW�IRRG�²�RDWPHDO�FRRNHG�KRXUV�EHIRUH�ZH�ZDNH�

���GLVKHG�RXW��PLON�DQG�VXJDU�DGGHG

���OHIW�WR�VLW�²�FROG�JHOLG�PDVV

���WR�EH�HDWHQ�ZLWK�FROG�KDUG�WRDVW�

)LUVW�UDWH�KHDOWK�FDUH�²�D�JLUO�VHQW�KRPH�ZLWK�KHSDWLWLV�$�

����,�KDG�LW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�IRXU��EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�D�JKHWWR�NLG�NQRZ"

����Nurse�Áings�me�over�her�knee,
����MDEV�QHHGOH�LQ�EXWWRFNV�

&XOWXUDO�HYHQWV�²�6RXWK�(QG�FROOHJH�JLUO�FDPS�FRXQVHOORU

���DPD]HG�,�FRXOG�VLQJ��NQRZ�DOO�WKH�ZRUGV�WR�%URDGZD\�VRQJ��

���´DQ\WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�GR�,�FDQ�GR�EHWWHU�µ

����:H�DOO�VDQJ�DW�WKH�FRQFHUW�RXU�SDUHQWV�FRXOGQ·W�DIIRUG�WR�DWWHQG�

$GRUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�ORFDOV�²�QHLJKERXUKRRG�ER\V

���KDQJLQJ�RYHU�WKH�IHQFH�

���RJOLQJ�MXVW�ULSHQLQJ�WKLUWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�JLUOV�

���FXULRXV�²�GR�SRRU�JLUOV�ORRN�WKH�VDPH"�$UH�WKH\�¶HDV\·"

<HDUV�ODWHU�²�ORFDO�ZULWHV�KHU�PHPRULHV�RI �XV�

���FRQGHVFHQGLQJ��PLVUHSUHVHQWLQJ�

���QRW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKR�ZH�ZHUH�

���FODLPLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�IXQ�ZH�HYHU�KDG�

6KH�ZDV�ZURQJ�²�ZH�GLGQ·W�QHHG�KDQGRXWV�RU�SLW\�

���ZH�KDG�WKH�3XEOLF�*DUGHQV��%ODFN�5RFN�%HDFK�

���WKH�ZRRGV�LQ�3RLQW�3OHDVDQW�3DUN��DOO�FORVH�E\�

���,�KDG�WKH�OLEUDU\��MXVW�WKUHH�EORFNV�DZD\�

$QG�D�PRWKHU�ZKR�NQHZ�KRZ�WR�FRRN�
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7KH�HGJH�,�UXQ�P\VHOI �DORQJ�

WKH�ZRUGV�,·P�ZULWLQJ�DQG�EXUQLQJ�

DUH�ZKLVSHUV�RI �PHWDO�WKURZQ�RII �DQ�DQYLO

IURP�D�IRUJH�,·YH�QHYHU�VHHQ

that�starts�Àres�in�hay�spread�over�stone.�

,�ZLVK�\RX�KDGQ·W�WROG�PH�

WUXH�WKLQJV��OLNH�VKDUS�ZDUP�QHHGOHV

VOLSSHG�FRPIRUWDEO\�LQ��DQG�QRZ�,�RQO\�QRWLFH

ZKHQ�,�UHPHPEHU�WKHP��ZKHQ�,�PRYH�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\

and�Ànd�steel�lies�waiting.�

I’ll�drift�against�the�cast�and�overÁow�the�Àll�cuts,�
PROWHQ�DQG�EULJKW��DQG�WKHQ�ZH·OO�ERWK�MXPS�LQ�UHPHPEUDQFH

RI �EXUQV�KHDOHG�WR�VWLSSOLQJ�DQG�VKDUS�HGJHV�LQVLGH��

7KLV���DOO�RI �WKLV���LV�VR�ORQJ�GRQH�DQG�JRQH�DQG�RYHU

WKDW�LW�PXVW�EH�VDIH�WR�WRXFK��PXVW�EH�HQFDVHG�LQVLGH��

Here,�I’ll�twist�fast�and�Ànd�the�sharp�end�again�and�you,
you�stoop�to�the�Áoor�and�pick�up�a�blood-red�spark.�
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0\�OLWWOH�VLVWHU��KH�ZRXOG�VD\��

,V�OLNH�SXUH�KRQH\�

7RR�VZHHW�

$OO�DW�RQFH

7RR�TXLFN�

$OO�WRJHWKHU�

/HDUQLQJ�TXLFNO\

)DGLQJ�IDVW�

6KH�HPSWLHV�MDU�DIWHU�MDU�

$QG�LW�GRHV�QRW�VDWLVI\�KHU�

7R�EH�LQFRPSOHWH�

)XOOQHVV�

)RXQG�QRW�WR�EH�V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK�ZKROHQHVV�

6KH�VFUDWFKHV�RXW�KHU�H\HV�DQG�WULHV�WR�KHDO�WKHP�ZLWK�KRQH\�RQ�EURNHQ�VNLQ�

:KDW�VRRWKHV�DQG�VWLQJV�

&RORXUV�DQG�EOHDFKHV�

7KLV�LV�WKH�ELWWHU�FRVW�RI �KHU�HPSLUH�

7KLV�IDPH�PXVW�HQVXUH�VRPH�NLQG�RI �UHIXJH�

%XW�VKH�VHHNV�LW�LQ�WHPSOHV�EXLOW�IRU�VRPHRQH�HOVH�

.QRZLQJ�KHU�VDOYDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�KHU�

+HU�IXOOQHVV�ZLOO�QRW�PDNH�KHU�ZKROH�

6KH�LV�D�PRQDUFK�LQ�D�FUXPEOLQJ�KLYH�

$QG�DOO�RI �WKH�SDWURQV�LQ�WKLV�PXVHXP�WDS�RQ�KHU�JODVV�GLVSOD\�

(DFK�KLW�VKDNHV�WKH�KLYH�

(DFK�VKDNH�EUHDNV�DQ�HPSLUH�

$�TXHHQ�ZLWKRXW�D�KLYH�LV�D�EHDVW�RU�D�JRG�

%XW�QHLWKHU�ZRXOG�VR�ZLOOLQJO\�WHDU�WKHPVHOYHV�DSDUW�

So�please,�no�more�of �these�appeals�that�set�us�both�aÀre�

'R�QRW�DVN�PH�WR�VWRS�WKLV�GLVVHFWLRQ�RI �P\�ORVW�SDUWV�

'R�QRW�DVN�PH�WR�SUHWHQG�WKDW�,�DP�ZKROH�

7R�JOXH�P\VHOI �WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�IUXLW�RI �P\�FRORQ\�

6RRWKH�WKHVH�VHDPV�ZLWK�KRQH\
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0\�JLUOV�DUH�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�HDW�WKHLU�GHVSDLU�IRU�EUHDNIDVW�

7KH\�EUXVK�WKHLU�WHHWK�ZLWK�WKH�ERQHV�RI �WKRVH�ZKR�RQFH�WULHG�WR�FKHZ�WKHP�XS

0\�JLUOV�DUH�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�VSHQG�WKHLU�WLPH�PHQGLQJ�WRJHWKHU�D�VXLW�RI �DUPRXU

Using�the�poise�they�Ànd�under�their�pillow�
$QG�WKH�WKLFNHQHG�VNLQ�IURP�ZKHUH�WKH\·YH�VFDUUHG

Just�to�Àght�off �boys�with�their�tongues�prisoner�behind�their�teeth
0\�JLUOV�OLNH�WR�PL[�WKHLU�FRIIHH�ZLWK�RQH�SDUW�YLFWLP�WKUHH�SDUWV�VXUYLYRU�

%HFDXVH�LW·V�KDUG�WR�EH�ZKROH�RQFH�\RX·YH�EHHQ�WRUQ

0\�JLUOV�DUH�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�VSLOO�WKHLU�QLJKWPDUHV�OLNH�V\UXS�LQWR�D�ERZO�RI �SRUULGJH

2QO\�WR�IHHO�WKH�VWDOH�WDVWH�LQ�WKHLU�PRXWK�

7U\LQJ�WR�GLJHVW�WKHLU�YHUDFLW\�DQG�FRXJK�XS�DQJXLVK

6LOHQFLQJ�WKHLU�EURWKHUV·�FODLP�WKDW�LW�FDQ·W�EH�WKDW�EDG

,�KRSH�\RX�QHYHU�EHFRPH�RQH�RI �P\�JLUOV�
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,�OD\�LQ�7DGDVDQD

:DLWLQJ�IRU�KHU�WR�JHW�ERUHG�DQG�ZDQGHU�RII �

%XW�KHU�ZKLVSHUV�WXUQ�LQWR�VFUHDPV

6KH�KDV�P\�DWWHQWLRQ�

3XOOLQJ�RQ�P\�OLPEV��SXOOLQJ�P\�KHDUWVWULQJV

,�UROO�RQWR�P\�VWRPDFK�ZLWK�P\�SDOPV�VWURQJ�XQGHU�P\�VKRXOGHUV

%DE\�&REUD�

7U\LQJ�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�DLU

7KDW·V�OHIW�LQ�P\�OXQJV

6KH�WDNHV�LW�

,�IRUFH�P\�ERG\�WR�GRZQZDUG�GRJ

$QG�VKH�ULSV�P\�IHHW�RXW�IURP�XQGHU�PH�

7HOOLQJ�PH�,�FDQ·W�

6KH�UHPLQGV�PH�WKDW�QR�PDWWHU

+RZ�KDUG�,�ZRUN��,�FDQ·W�SXVK�KHU�DZD\�

&KDWXUDQJD�'DQGDVQD�

<RX�FDQ·W�KDYH�PH

%XW�VKH�VWRPSV�RQ�P\�VWRPDFK

)RUFLQJ�HYHU\�RXQFH�RI �FDUERQ�

)URP�P\�GLDSKUDJP

5HPLQGLQJ�PH�WKDW�VKH·V�WKH�UHDVRQ

,�KDYHQ·W�HDWHQ�WRGD\��

,�JOLGH�WR�XSZDUG�GRJ��

%HFDXVH�VKH�KDV�PH�E\�WKH�ZULVWV

$QG�DQNOHV�FKDLQLQJ�PH

7R�WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�RQFH�NHSW�PH�VDIH�

0DNLQJ�PH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�EUHDWKLQJ�LV�IRU�WKH�ZRUWK\

$QG�,�DP�QRW�LW��

6KH�NLFNV�PH�WR�P\�NQHHV

7DEOHWRS�SRVH�

%XW�P\�DUPV�FROODSVH

8QGHU�WKH�SUHVVXUH�

$QG�P\�VLWWLQJ�ERQHV�FROOLGH�ZLWK�P\�KHHOV

&KLOG·V�SRVH��

3UD\LQJ�WR�D�JRG�WKDW�,�GRQ·W�EHOLHYH�LQ�

3UD\LQJ�WR�D�JRG�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�GRHV

7KDW�VKH�ZLOO�RQH�GD\�OHDYH�PH

$QG�IUHH�PH�RI �KHU�DEXVH��



��

0DQWUDV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�\RJD��VR�,�SLFN�RQH�

+RZ�GLG�QR�RQH�QRWLFH"

+RZ�GLG�QR�RQH�QRWLFH"

+RZ�GLG�QR�RQH�QRWLFH"

0\�OXQJV

$UH�GRQH�DFFHSWLQJ�DLU�IRU�WKH�GD\�

<RX�GHVHUYHG�LW�

<RX�GHVHUYHG�LW�

<RX�GHVHUYHG�LW�

/D\LQJ�LQ�FKLOG·V�SRVH�ZLVKLQJ�

,�KDG�PRUH�WLPH�

/D\LQJ�LQ�FKLOG·V�SRVH�

ZLVKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDG�D�FKLOGKRRG�

/D\LQJ�LQ�FKLOG·V�SRVH�

3UHWHQGLQJ

,�ZDVQ·W�GHSUHVVHG�

$W���\HDUV�ROG�

/D\LQJ�LQ�FKLOG·V�SRVH

5HPLQGLQJ�KHU�

7KDW�,�PDGH�LW�WR����\HDUV�

$QG�LI �VKH�KDVQ·W�WDNHQ�PH�\HW

6KH�QRW�WDNLQJ�PH�QRZ�

/D\LQJ�LQ�FKLOG·V�SRVH�

%HLQJ�UHPLQGHG�WKDW�

6KH�FDPH�FORVH�

$QG�VKH·V�JHWWLQJ�FORVHU�

/D\LQJ�LQ�FKLOG·V�SRVH�

5HPLQGLQJ�P\VHOI �

7KDW�,�KDYH�VXUYLYHG�

6ORZO\�PDNH�\RXU�ZD\�

7R�WKH�WRS�RI �\RXU�PDW

7UHPEOLQJ�LQ�P\�VNLQ��,�ULVH

2QH�PRUH�WLPH�
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L·YH�VHQVHG�WKH�UDLQERZ

JORZLQJ�EHQHDWK�\RXU�VHFUHW�YRLG

WKH\�VD\

ZH�DUH�RQO\�WKH�EORRG�RI �DQJHOV

H[KXPHG�LQ�WKH�QLJKW�E\

ORYHUV

GULQNLQJ�XV�DFURVV�2XLMD�ERDUGV

ZKLVSHULQJ�HQFKDQWPHQWV�

WKDW�GRQ·W�JUDE�XV�WRR�WLJKWO\��

XV�WZR��ZH·UH�MXVW�KXPDQ�

\HW�ZH�GDQFH�LQ�WKH�QLJKW

VKHG�RXU�YHOYHW�VNLQ��WKH�PRVW�JORULRXV�VQDNH�

ZH·UH�MXVW�KXPDQ��XV�WZR��

EXW�ZH�VWLOO�FDVW�WKH�VSHOO�EDFN

DQG�H[WHQG�D�ORQJ�FODZ��SRLQWHG�

WR�WKH�GD\GUHDP�
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DUDFKQLGV

EDNLQJ�WKHLU�JROGHQ�OLPEV

DQG�FULVS�FXW�VPLOHV

�

VOLFLQJ�DZD\�DW�WKHLU�YLFWLPV

OLNH�VODEV�RI �PHDW

XQWLO�WKH\·UH�RIIHULQJV

RQ�JOHDPLQJ�SODWWHUV

�

�WKH�WRQJXH�RI �D�ZLWFK

GUDJJLQJ�WKURXJK�KLV�DSRORJ\�

�

VWULNLQJ�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�GHPRQV

ZKR�FKULVWHQ�WKHLU�EOHVVLQJV

DQG�WDNH�KRO\�SKRWRJUDSKV�

KDSS\�WR�IROORZ

�

�WKHUH·V�VSLWWOH

OHDNLQJ�GRZQ�KLV�FKLQ�

�

VXFNLQJ�WKH�YLFWLPV�GU\

WKH�YHQRP��WKH�YHQRP�

the�Áashes�of �fame
FDXVLQJ�IDPLQH

�

IURP�WKH�SXGGOH�ZH·OO�HPHUJH

LQWR�ZDYHV
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shape�of �a�butterÁy
UDLVHG�DW�WKH�FHQWUH�RI �KHU

SXII\�SLQN�ZLQWHU�FRDW�

DUPV�PDGH�RI �VWULQJ�DQG�ERQH³

RQ�ZLQG\�GD\V��VPDOO�OHDYHV�JDWKHU

URXQG�KHU�ZULVWV��DQG�LQ�KHU�KRRG�

VKH�ZDONV�KHDG

GRZQ��ERRWV�EHQGLQJ�E\�WKH

EDFNV�RI �KHU�DQNOHV��

EURZQ�DQG�VLOYHU�SXGGOHV

VKRZ�KHU�KDLU��WUHH�EUDQFKHV�

DQG�VN\�

� � OHXNHPLF�ZKLWH�

FURVVLQJ�D�EHQW�ZRRGHQ�EULGJH

ZKHQ�LW�VWDUWV�VQRZLQJ�E\�WKH�ODNH�

LI �L�KDG�D�FKLOG�L�NQRZ�L·G�KDYH�WR�ZDON

LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��ORVH�VHQVDWLRQ�LQ�P\�OHJV�

WDNH�KHU�KDQG��VHH�KHU�IUHFNOHV��VZHDULQJ�

ZKHQ�WKH�VWRYH·V�WXUQHG�RII �L·G�KDYH�WR�ORRN�

over�the�water�while�every�digit�of �her�Àngers�turns�to�petals.
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LW�ZDVQ·W�D�IRUP��LW�ZDV�D�ERG\

PRYLQJ�KHDY\�LQ�VQRZ�DQG�WZLJV�

DQG�VOXVK��DORQJ�WKH�EUHDWK\�FDQDO�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�WUHHV�

WKH�6XQGD\�SDVVHG��ZDLWLQJ��ERUHG��DQG

PRYLQJ��

DQG�WLUHG��VORWKIXOO\�DQWLFLSDWLQJ

HYHU\�VPDOO�URFN�LQ�WKH�URDG�²�DQG�WZLJV�²�

the�Àre�at�home.

SDVVLQJ�WKDW�FRUQHU��LI �LW�ZHUH�DQ\�PRUH�VWLOO��KH�

PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�VFDUHG��ZLWKRXW�WKH�VZLWFK�LQ�KLV�KDQG�

HYHU\�WLPH�²�D�VTXLUUHO�EHKLQG�WKH�WUDFNV��D�EOXH

ELUG�LQ�WKH�EUDQFKHV��QRW

FDOOLQJ�²

WKH�6XQ

ZDV�DOZD\V�VR�

VWLOO�²�SDVVLQJ�WKDW�FRUQHU��QHYHU�SDVVLQJ�WKDW�FRUQHU�²

LW�QHYHU�PRYHG�

WKH�WUHHV

� ��������EULVWOHG�

WKH�PLWWV�ZHUH�JUHHQ�EXW�KH�ORYHG�WKH�VOHHYHV�

WKH�ZD\�WKH\�PHW�WKH�VOHHYHV��ZHLJKHG�KHDY\�

ZLWK�QHYHU�PHOWLQJ�VQRZ��DQG�VZHDW��

WKH�VZLWFK�LQ�KLV�KDQG�

QHYHU�RQFH�KDG�KH�ZLVKHG�WR�EH�WKH�VWHHU�

RQO\�LPDJLQHG�TXLFNO\�²�WKH�ERG\��WKH�IRUP�²�

WKH�ER\�ZKR�ZDVQ·W�D�ER\��KHDG�IXOO�DQG�LJQRULQJ�

KLPVHOI��KH�ZDLWHG�IRU�WKH�OXOODE\�
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������WKH�ORJJLQJ

� ����WKH�IDOOLQJ

��HYHU\�OHDI �DQG�WZLJ

������WKH�URFN

� � �������the�Àre

WKH�OXOODE\�

:KHQ�KH�GUHDPHG�RI �

WKH�S\UDPLGV��WKH\�

ZHUH�FRYHUHG�LQ�JDX]H�

DQG�WKH�ORFXVWV�ZDLWHG�E\�WKH�VKRUH�

RI �WKH�FDQDO�

7KH�3KDUDRKV�ZHUH�WDOO�DQG�JROG�

VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV��

1RW�IDFLQJ�KLP�

DQG�QRW

OLNH�WKH�WUHHV�



��
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$�VHD�RI �FRQLFDO�KDWV

rice�Àelds�never�ending
+DUYHVW�VHDVRQ

KHDUWEHDW�RI �WKH�YLOODJH

$�ZD\�RI �OLIH

YDQLVKHG�ZLWKLQ�VLJKW

$E\VV�RI �VN\VFUDSHUV�PDGH�LWV�GZHOOLQJ

'LVSODFHG
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my�Àsh�died�last�night.
,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ�ROG�KH�ZDV

�KH�QHYHU�WROG�PH�KLV�ELUWKGD\�

EXW�,�NQRZ�KH�ZDVQ·W�DV�ORQHO\�DV�WKH�WRUWRLVH�

ZH�EXULHG�KLP�LQ�WKH�IURQW�\DUG�

PH�ZLWK�WKH�VSDGH�

WKH�WRUWRLVH�ZLWK�WKH�EXFNHW

KDW�

ZKHQ�VKH·V�QLQHW\�WZR

WKH�WRUWRLVH�ZLOO�GLJ�P\�JUDYH�

VR�WKDW�LW·V�GRQH�ZKHQ�,·P�GRQH

DQG�VKH·V�QLQHW\�IRXU

DQG�WZR�TXDUWHUV

�ZH·YH�GRQH�WKH�PDWK��

WKHQ�VKH·OO�JR�GRZQ�WKH�SDWK

DQG�VWDUW�WKH�KXQW

IRU�D�ERZKHDG�ZKDOH

WR�EXU\�KHU�

WKH�WRUWRLVH�LV�ORQHO\

because�she�knows�she�won’t�Ànd�one
LQ�WLPH

EHFDXVH�VKH�PRYHV�

LQ�WLPH

ZLWK�WKH�KRXU�KDQG�RQ�RXU�ODUJH�NLWFKHQ�FORFN�

�DQG�EHFDXVH�VKH�FDQ·W�VZLP��

�
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7R�WKH�DSRFDO\SVH�

:KHQ�\RX�FRPH�

,�ZLOO�JDWKHU�P\�WRROV��

� FRPEDW�ERRWV

� OHDWKHU�MDFNHW

� EOLVWHU�EDQG�DLGV

� JUDQROD�EDU

-XVW�VR�\RX�NQRZ�

I�went�to�karate�camp�when�I�was�Àve
FROOHFWHG�VS\�JHDU�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�WHQ

DQG�WKHQ�ZHQW�WR�D�VKRH�PXVHXP�

WZR�\HDUV�DJR

DQG�VDZ�KRZ�VRPH�KDYH�EDFNZDUGV�VROHV

WR�ORRN�OLNH�WKH\·UH�JRLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\

DQG

MXVW�WKH�RWKHU�GD\

ZKHQ�D�VSLGHU�VWDUHG�PH�GRZQ

,�GLGQ·W�HYHQ�VFUHDP�
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L�VLW�RXW�DW�9HQLFH�%HDFK

ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�VXQ�FDVFDGH�RYHU

P\�PDVVLYH�VZHDW�JOLVWHQHG�SHFWRUDOV�

SRPSDGRXU�ULGLQJ�KLJK�

P\�DUHROD�HPLW�D�SDOH�VL]]OLQJ

OLNH�WKH�UHFHQWO\�UHFRUGHG�VFUHDP

RI �GLVWDQW��G\LQJ�TXDVDUV�

ERYLQH�VRPDWRWURSLQ�EHJRW�P\�EHHI\�ELFHSV�

LQ�WKHLU�SULPH��VD\��DIWHU�D�IHZ�UHSV�DW�WKH�J\P

WKH\�ZHUH�JDUJDQWXDQ

HQRXJK�WR�EHDU�DQ�DOO�KXQJU\�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�

that�Àrst�showed�itself
LQ�WLQ\�SDSXORXV�KXWV�

QHDU�ULYHUV�RI �SHUVSLUDWLRQ�

L�LJQRUHG�WKHP�DV�WKH\�HWFKHG

WKHLU�HSLGHUPDO�LUULJDWLRQ�JURRYHV

WR�KDUYHVW�GLHWDU\�VWDSOHV�

QR�LVVXHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�PLQHG

WKURXJK�P\�PXVFOHV�

VWHDOLQJ�ELWV�RI �P\�XOQD

IRU�WKHLU�ZDU�WLPH�ZHDSRQV�

LW�ZDVQ·W�XQWLO�WKHLU�VDYDQW�RI �D�VKDPDQ�

FDPH�XS�WR�PH³

WRJJHG�RXW�LQ�ELWV�RI �JROG�VWULQJ

IURP�P\�9HUVDFH�FRFRRQ³

WXJJHG�RQ�P\�EHDUG��DQG�VDLG

´L�FDQ�VHH�WKURXJK�\RXU�HJR��

EHKLQG�LW�OLHV�D�YRLGµ

L�GHFLGHG�WKH\�KDG�WR�JR�

L�VWRSSHG�LQMHFWLQJ�JURZWK�KRUPRQHV³

let�them�Àght�over�whatever�space�was�left.
ZLWKLQ�D�ZHHN�WKH\�ZHUH�ZLSHG�

L�LQMHFW�NHWDPLQH�QRZ³

P\�DUPV�DUH�RQ�WKH�VKULQN��

EXW�\RX·G�VWLOO�GDWH�PH��ULJKW"



��

7+(�:25'6�7$67('�758(

LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�DEVRUE

KRZ�WKH�VHHSLQJV�RI �KLVWRU\

SHQHWUDWH�WKH�SUHVHQW�

L�ZRXOG�SXUFKDVH�D�SDFN

RI �FLJDUHWWHV

DQG�VKDSH�HDFK�RQH³

SUHW]HO�WKHP�HDFK�LQWR�D�OHWWHU�RI �WKH�DOSKDEHW

H[FHSW�L³

DQG�GLVSHUVH�WKHP

DURXQG�WKH�VLGHV�RI �ZDONZD\V

RI �URDGV

WR�FROOHFW�WKHP�ODWHU�

SHUKDSV�DIWHU�D�VKRZHU

SHUKDSV�DIWHU�D�VXQEDWK³

OLNH�FXUOHG�XS�OLWWOH�FOXHV�OLWWHULQJ�WKH�FXUEV³

DQG�OLJKW�HDFK�RQH�

L�ZRXOG�FDUHIXOO\�FXUDWH

WKHLU�WUXQFDWHG�HQGV

DQG�DUUDQJH�WKHP�WR�IRUP�ZRUGV

WR�FUHDWH�VHQWHQFHV

VXFK�DV�

´RQFH�ZRUNHG�WKURXJK

WKH�WKRXJKW�EHFRPHV�KROORZHG�RXW

DQG�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�DFFHSW

DQ\�VXEVWDQFHµ

ZLWKRXW�WKH�L�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�

UHJDUGOHVV�RI �P\VHOI³

ZLWKRXW�WKH�HJR�RI �WKH�DXWKRU³

L�WKRXJKW

WKH�ZRUGV�WDVWHG�WUXH

WR�WKH�FORJJLQJ�RI �P\�WKURDW

WKDW�KHOSHG�SURGXFH�WKHP�
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7LPH�KDV�QHYHU

%HHQ�RQ�RXU�VLGH

/LNH�WZR�SDWKV�WKDW�UDUHO\

&RPH�WR�FRLQFLGH�

6D\�LI �\RX�ZHUH�WLFN

$QG�,�ZDV�WRFN

:H·G�PDNH�WKH�PRVW

2II�EHDW�FORFN
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NDIND�VLWV�IRU�WHD�EXW�KH�GRHVQ·W�OLNH�P\�PRXWK��LW�UHPLQGV�KLP�RI �D�OHWWHU��KH·V�VD\V��

D�VHULHV�RI �HPSW\�URRPV�	�DQ�HPSW\�VWRPDFK��EXW�LW·V�D�PRXWK��L�WHOO�KLP��EXW�WKLV�LV�

P\�PHPRU\��KH�VD\V�	�KRZ�FDQ�\RX�DUJXH�ZLWK�WKDW"

NDIND·V�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�FUDIWLQJ�PH�WDOHV��LQVWHDG�KH·V�VSRRQLQJ�KLPVHOI �LQWR�KLV�

drink,�steaming�a�reverie�from�between�his�Àngers.�there—is�kafka.�there�he�is.�&�
KH�GRHVQ·W�OLNH�P\�PRXWK�

�

his�Àngers�laugh�along�the�side,�his�wrists�are�knotted—&�kafka’s�angry.�Àngers�do�
QRW�ODXJK�KH�FULHV��KLV�PRXWK�OROOLQJ�LQWR�D�SXFNHU��KLV�ZULVWV�EHJLQ�WR�VQDS�EDFN�	�

forth�like�Àbs.

NDIND�GRHVQ·W�EHOLHYH�LQ�PHWDSKRUV��L�WHOO�KLP�WKH�FDU�RXWVLGH�LV�DQ�HOHSKDQW�	�KH�

DOPRVW�IDLQWV��L�WHOO�KLP�KH·V�D�JUDQG�SLDQR�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI �D�VWDLUFDVH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�

RI �DXVWUDOLD�	�KLV�IDFH�WXUQV�LQWR�D�PDVVDFUH��

WKHVH�DUH�OLHV��\RX�VHH��VR�L�DVN�KLP�DERXW�WKH�EHHWOH��L�VD\�ZHOO�ZKDW�DERXW�JRRG�ROG�

PU��VDPVD"�NDIND�EHJLQV�WR�SHHO�KLV�VNLQ�OLNH�DQ�RUDQJH��PHOW�LQWR�WKH�FKDLU��KLV�YRLFH�

LV�D�IRUHVW�	�KH·V�FXWWLQJ�GRZQ�DOO�WKH�WUHHV��

�

L�GUDJ�NDIND�LQWR�D�VXSHUPDUNHW�	�OHDYH�KLP�E\�WKH�FDVKLHUV��ZKHQ�L�UHWXUQ�KLV�VKRHV�

DUH�JRQH�	�KLV�YHLQV�VWDQG�RXW�OLNH�EUDQFKHV��L�SD\�IRU�VL[�FDQV�RI �DOSKDEHW�VRXS�	�

pull�him�back�out�into�the�cold,�into�the�Àction�that�this�is.�



��

LQ�WKH�DSDUWPHQW�WKH�FDQV�DUH�HPSW\��SLOHG�KLJK�E\�WKH�ZDOO�	�NDIND�LV�VWDULQJ�DW�KLV�

reÁection�in�the�red.�the�soup�holds�his�face�like�a�dream�he�can’t�comprehend.�the�
soup�is�a�river,�his�reÁection�a�strand�of �moon.�
&�kafka’s�stabbing�his�Ànger�into�the�center�of �his�face,�the�liquid�ripples�around�
WKH�HGJHV³EORRG\��OLNH�KH�KLVVHV�OLNH�D�ULYHU��OLNH�WKH�PRRQ��KH·V�DWWDFNLQJ�PH�ZLWK�

VLPLOHV��L�JXLGH�KLV�VSRRQ�LQWR�WKH�ZDYHV��

�

QRZ�NDIND·V�FRQVXPLQJ�YRZHOV��FKHZLQJ�ODQJXDJH��GLJHVWLQJ�OHWWHUV�OLNH�\HVWHUGD\��

P\�YHUVHV�DUH�VNLQQLQJ�KLP�DOLYH��EXW�KH�FDQ·W�SURWHVW��KH�SXWV�DQRWKHU�SLHFH�LQWR�KLV�

PRXWK³DQ�P³KH·V�PRYHG�RQ�WR�WKH�FRQVRQDQWV��

\RX·UH�HDWLQJ�WKH�DOSKDEHW��NDIND�GLVLQWHJUDWHV��DV�LI �L·YH�DFFXVHG�KLP�RI �PXUGHU��KH�

VKDNHV�KLV�KHDG�EXW�KLV�OLSV�DUH�VWDLQHG��KH�FDQ�IHHO�WKH�VORVK�RI �V\PEROV�MXVW�EHORZ�

KLV�ULEV��DJDLQVW�KLV�WKURDW��EHKLQG�KLV�HDU��QRZ�ZKDW"�KH·V�WKLQNLQJ��QRZ�ZKHUH"

�

DW�KLV�JUDYH�NDIND�WRXFKHV�WKH�GLUW�ZLWK�KLV�KDQGV��VDPVD�WXUQV�LQWR�D�EHHWOH��KH�VD\V��

WKHUH�LV�QR�PHWDSKRU��KH�VLWV�FURVV�OHJJHG��OHDQV�KLV�EDFN�DJDLQVW�WKH�KHDGVWRQH��

ODXJKV��VD\V�DJDLQ�LQ�KLV�JKRVW�YRLFH�

WKHUH�LV�QR�PHWDSKRU��EXW�WKHUH�LV�PHDQLQJ��

WKHQ�NDIND�JLYHV�PH�P\�WDOH��QDUUDWHV�KRZ�WKH�OLWHUDO�KDV�WKUHH�VHWV�RI �WHHWK�	�

\DZQV��JLYHV�ELUWK�XQGHU�\RXU�WRQJXH�	�VWUDQJOHV�\RX��	�KHUH³LV�NDIND��KHUH�KH�

LV��VLWWLQJ�SDWLHQWO\�LQ�WKH�FRUQHU��JURZLQJ�WKLQQHU�	�WKLQQHU��OLFNLQJ�VDOW�IURP�KLV�

Àngertips�
	�PDNLQJ�EHHWOHV�RXW�RI �PHQ�
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L��V\G�FDUWRQ�YLVLWV�	�WDONV�DERXW�WHUURU�

	�HDUWK��DOO�EDELHV�DUH�ERUQ�XQGHU�D�

JXLOORWLQH��KH�ZKLVSHUV��D�JREOHW�LQ�

KDQG�	�GRRPHG��\RX�VHH��V\G�NQRZV�

V\G�SHHOV�KHDUWV�	�ZHDUV�WKH�VNLQV��

LL��IRU�P\�ELUWKGD\�V\G�EX\V�D�ERWWOH�RI �

ZLQH�	�EULQJV�LW�GRZQ�RQ�NQHHFDS

WR�VKDWWHU�OLNH�UHYROXWLRQ��WKH�JLIW�LV�QRW�WKH�

UHG��WKH�JLIW�LV�WKH�JODVV�KH�HPEURLGHUV�

LQWR�P\�KDLU��WKLV�LV�PXUGHU��ZKLFK�LV�ORYH�

LLL��\HVWHUGD\��L�IRXQG�V\G�HDWLQJ�D�MDU�RI

SHDQXW�EXWWHU�RQ�WKH�EDVHPHQW�VWHSV��WHDULQJ�

SDJHV�IURP�HQF\FORSHGLDV��WKH�SDSHU�ZDV�

KLV�EUHDG���V\G�VD\V��\RX�FDQ·W�FKHZ�KLVWRU\�

V\G�VD\V��\RX�FDQ�FKHZ�LW�LQWR�QRWKLQJ�

LY��WKLV�LV�V\G��GDPQHG�	�EOXUU\�H\HG�	�HYHU\WKLQJ

�����������L�GRQ·W�	�GR��V\G�WDSHV�IDFHV�OLNH�VRQJ�	

������VOXUSV�KLV�RZQ�EORRG��KH�WDNHV�WKH�UDNH�WR�WKH�

ODZQ��EXW�KH·V�QR�JDUGHQHU��V\G·V�MXVW�

buying�time,�deposing�Áower�crowns�for�fun.
Y��QRZ�V\G�FROOHFWV�IRRWVWHSV�	�HFKRHV�	�

GLVWLOOV�IRU�VSLULW�	�WDQJLEOH�JKRVW��EXW�KH�

ZRQ·W�UHWKLQN�KLV�PDUW\UGRP��KH·G�GR�LW�DJDLQ��

NQLIH�WKH�ODZ�	�JXW�KLPVHOI �IRU�DQ\RQH��

HYHU\RQH�EXW�\RX��QHYHU��V\G�IRU�\RX�
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:DYHV�RI �RLO�FUHVW

RQ�SDLQWLQJV�

KROGLQJ�WKHLU�EUHDWK�DERYH

KHU�GHVN��KHU�EUXVK�H[WHQGHG

RYHU�DQRWKHU�

I�know�my�mother�best�in�proÀle.

&DUSHWV�RI �FULVS�

FULQNOLQJ�WUDLO�PDSV

littering�the�car�Áoor,
shufÁing�in�squalls,�
GULYLQJ�IURP�LQIDQF\�WR�QRZ�

I�know�my�mother�best�in�proÀle.

6RIW�VKLQJOHG�FRWWDJHV

FDXJKW�LQ�KRQH\HG�OLJKW

DUH�FDSWXUHG�RQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI �RXU�KRPH�

VRXYHQLUV�RI �URDGV�ZH�WUDYHOOHG�

I�know�my�mother�best�in�proÀle.�
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)LOH�\RX�GRZQ

WR�ELWWHU�QXEV�

WKH�ZD\�$XQWLH�GRHV

with�each�Áick�against�her�
Àngernails.
Chair�rocking,�news�Áashing,
QHHGOHV�QLFNLQJ�

´*LYH�DQ�HDU�WR�\RXU�HOGHUV�µ

<RX�ZLOO�EH�VKDUSHQHG�

IXWLOHO\��RYHU�WKH�WDEOHWRS�

ODLG�RXW�IRU�GLQQHU�

DQG�XQGHU�WKH�JODUH

of �a�camera�Áash;
SLQQHG�LQWR�DQ�DOEXP�DW�WKH�HOERZV�
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0\�EHVW�IULHQG

WHHWHUHG�LQ�GLUW�VWDLQHG�VKRUWV�

VWXFN�WZR�KDQGV�LQWR�WKH�HDUWK�

DQG�SXOOHG�IURP�WKH�GUHJV�D�FLFDGD�

&RUNHG�E\�KHU�WKXPEV�

WKH�VOXPEHULQJ�EXJ�

XQWLPHO\�XSURRWHG�

XQVSRROHG�LQ�KHU�JUDVS�

6KDNLQJ�RII �DQFLHQW�VRRW�

LW�ORRVHQHG�D�VKULHN�

���\HDUV�LQ�LWV�WKURDW�

WKDW�SLHUFHG�WKH�$XJXVW�KHDW�

���\HDUV�XQGHUJURXQG�

FRLOHG�LQ�P\�PHPRU\�

OHIW�PH�YRLFHOHVV

ZKHQ�SOXFNHG�WRR�VRRQ�

,�ORQJHG�IRU�WKH�GDUN�HDUWK�

ZLWK�KDOI�EOLQG�H\HV�

ZKHUH�P\�FKLOGKRRG�UHVWHG

LQ�PXG�DQG�WUHH�URRW�

$QG�,�VDZ�WKH�ZD\�P\�EHVW�IULHQG·V�KDQGV

KDG�OHQJWKHQHG�

KRZ�P\�RZQ�YRLFH

KDG�VKDUSHQHG�

DQG�KRZ�$XJXVW

KDG�SDVVHG�XV�RYHU�

)RUWXQDWH�FLFDGDV�GR�QRW�ORRN�DW�WKHPVHOYHV

LQ�D�KDUVK�DXWXPQ�OLJKW

WR�VHH�WKH�OLQHV�RI �WKHLU�ZLQJV�H[SDQGHG�

RU�WKH�KDUGHQLQJ�RI �WKHLU�VKHOOV�
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,�UHIXVH

WR�JR�WKHUH

%DFN�WR�WKDW�KRXVH

WKDW�NLWFKHQ�WDEOH

ZKHUH�\RX�ZRXOG�QRW�WDON

7KH�EDWKURRP

ZKHUH�,�SUHVVHG�P\�EDFN�WR�WKH�GRRU

ZKLOH�\RX�NLFNHG�LW

,�UHIXVH

,�UHIXVH�WR�JR�WKHUH

%DFN�WR�WKDW�SLQN�URRP

ZKHUH�\RX�VSHQW�DOO�QLJKW

VXFNLQJ�RQ�LFH

VHHLQJ�JKRVWV

DVNLQJ�IRU�\RXU�PRWKHU

\RXU�H\HV�EODFN

LQ�VRPH�RWKHU�ZRUOG

1R

,�ZRQ·W�JR

7R�WKDW�EHG�ZH�ODLG�LQ

ZKHUH�,�IRXQG�\RX

DQG�GUDJJHG�\RXU�ERG\�VOHHSLQJ

RU�ZRUVH

ERQHOHVV

WR�WKH�VKRZHU

DFURVV�WKH�FROG�WLOH

WR�ZDNH�\RX

EHJ�\RX

WR�OLYH

,�ZLOO�QRW�UHWXUQ

To�that�Àrst�broken�cup
VWDLQV�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�ZKHUH�LW�VPDVKHG

DQG�,�QHYHU�NQHZ�\RX�DJDLQ

/RVW�IRU�JRRG

WKH�LGHD�RI �+RPH

RI �:DUP�6NLQ

6KDUHG�5LEV
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�,�FOHDQHG�LW�XS

HYHU\�WLPH�
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$QG�DOO�DORQJ�WKH�KLJK�ZD\

WUHHV

SDOH�ELUFK�WUHHV

EHQW

EHQW�WR�WKH�HDUWK�EHQHDWK�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI �VQRZ

OLNH�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�,�UHPHPEHU�\RX

,�UHFDOO�\RX�ZLWK�P\�ERG\

DQG�\RX�VWLOO�KXUW�
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1HZ�(QJODQG�ERUQ�QRPDG��

VHOI�VZRUQ�WR�VHUYH�KLV�WZR

EHDXWLIXO�EDE\�JLUOV�

+H·G�URXWLQHO\�UHPLQG�WKHP�EHWZHHQ�W\LQJ

WLQ\�JUH\�ZHLJKWV�WR�WRXJK��WUDQVOXFHQW�OLQHV�

´(YHU\WKLQJ�,�GR��,�KDYH�<28

DQG�\RX�LQ�PLQG�µ

His�face�Áushes�
IRU�WKUHH�EHLQJV�

$�EURNHQ�URG�

6KDQLD�7ZDLQ�

DQG�7KH�2QH�WKDW�*RW�$ZD\�

P\�PRWKHU��D�VKRZVWRSSHU�

Red�lipped�Àrecracker
ZRXOG�UDWKHU�SDVV

RQ�DOO�WKLQJV�QDWXUDO�

He’s�mastered�the�Àght
RI �WKH�6WULSHG�%DVV�

EXW�WKH�HOXVLYH�%OXH�)LQ

OHDYHV�KLP�HPSW\�KDQGHG�

7KH�PDQ�QHYHU�JXW

a�Àsh�without�dishing�out
VL]DEOH�VOLFHV

of �the�Ànest�sushi�in�town
WR�WKH�VXPPHU�KLUHV�

ZKR·YH�VXUHO\�FRQVSLUHG

LQ�NQLJKWLQJ�KLP�DV�

7KH�1LFHVW�0XWKDIXFNDK�$URXQG�

,Q�D�FUDDDVV�6RXWK�%RVWRQ

DDDFFHQW�KH�VKDUHV�ZLWK�WKH�ER\V

DV�WKH\�VWDUH�EODQN�IDFHG�

HPEUDFLQJ�WKH�FKDUPLQJ��

ZLWW\�EDQWHU�RI �WKLV

OHJHQGDU\�DQJOHU�
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7KH\�ZRQGHU�DV�&RDFK�

KLV�QDY\�EOXH�ERDW�

VDLOV�RXW�WR�VHD�

ZKDW�ZLOO�+LV�*UHDWQHVV

EULQJ�EDFN�WR�PH"

+H�JLIWV�XQGXH�FUHGLW�

WR�KLV�(/'(67�

IRU�WKH�FDWFK�

+H�WKDQNV�KLV�\RXQJHVW

IRU�VSUD\LQJ�VHD�VDOW

RII �WKH�PDVW�

$�ER\�IURP�DZD\�DGPLUHV

KLV�VWULSHG�SUL]HV�

+H�FRXUWO\�UHIXHOV�

´+RZ·G�\D�GR�RXW�WKHUH��&RDFK"µ

+LV�XVXDO�UHVSRQVH�UHPDLQV�

D�KXPEOHG�WRQH�EXPEOHV

IURP�EHWZHHQ�KLV�SHSSHUHG�VKDGRZ�

´&DQ·W�FRPSODLQ�¶ERXW�FDWFKLQJ

UD\V�DQG�ZDYHV�RQ�WKH�FRYH

ZLWK�WKH�WZR�OLWWOH�FUHDWXUHV

,�ORYH�PRVW�LQ�WRZ�µ
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%XW�WKH�GRRUV�DUH�DOO�ORFNHG�

ERDUGHG�XS�ZLWK�URWWLQJ�ZRRG�DQG�UXVW\�QDLOV��WKH�ZLQGRZV

�WRR�GDUN�WR�VHH�WKURXJK�7KH�SRUFK�LV

VXQNHQ�LQ��LWV�PLGGOH�EHQW�LQWR�LWVHOI �

OLNH�VRPHWKLQJ�GHFD\LQJ�VORZ�

7KH�UDLOLQJV��WKH�SRLQW\�ERQHV�OHIW�RYHU�IURP�WKH�URW�

cobwebbed�and�wet�with�a�Àlmy�dew
WKDW�FRDWV�WKH�SHHOLQJ�SDLQW�RI �VKUHGGHG�VWDLUV

WKDW�OHDG�XV�QRZKHUH�QRZ�

7KH�JXWWHUV�DUH�DOO�FORJJHG�XS��

WKH�EORRG�FDQ·W�SXPS�WKURXJK

ZLWK�DOO�WKH�GHDG�OHDYHV�DQG�WDQJOHG�ZHHGV�

7KHUH·V�QRZKHUH�IRU�WKH�VOXGJH�WR�GUDLQ��

,·P�ZDONLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRRGV�

DQG�,�VHH�WKH�KRXVH�EHLQJ�HDWHQ�

FRQVXPHG�DQG�SUHVVHG�GRZQ�E\�OD\HUV�RI �

KHDY\�EUDQFKHV�WKDW�FDQ·W�EH�VQDSSHG�

<RX�PDGH�WKHVH�WUXQNV�VR�WKLFN��,�FDQ·W�HYHQ�

VHH�WKH�VN\�DQ\PRUH��MXVW�WKH�HHULH�JUHHQ�GLP�

,�UHPHPEHU�FDUYLQJ�RXU�QDPHV�LQWR�WKH�EDUN�RI �WUHHV�

VR�WKDW�RXU�ORYH�PLJKW�UHDFK�KHLJKWV�

\RX�FRXOG�QHYHU�JLYH�PH�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�

�

/RRN�ZKDW�\RX·YH�GRQH�WR�XV�

0\�KHDUW�FUDFNV�IRU�WKLV�DEDQGRQHG�KRXVH�

OLQJHULQJ�RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI �WRZQ�

IDU�HQRXJK�LQWR�WKH�ZRRGV�WR�EH�QHJOHFWHG

EXW�FORVH�HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�VWUHHWOLJKWV�WR�UHPHPEHU�

FORVH�HQRXJK�WR�GHPDQG�,�QRW�IRUJHW�

,W·V�UXVW\�ZHDWKHUYDQH�FUHDNLQJ�URXQG�DQG�URXQG�DQG�URXQG�³

WKHUH·V�QR�GLUHFWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZLQG��
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VKH�ZRUH�LW�VPRNLQJ�KDVK

H\HV�EULPPLQJ

EDNLQJ�QHDU�%DWKXUVW

EHIRUH�FURVV�SROOLQDWLRQ

� � � � OHIW�P\�EDE\�KDQGV

� � � � W\LQJ�URXQG�P\�ZDLVW

EXVWHG�EXWWRQ�GRZQV

� � � FODLPV�RI �GU\FOHDQHG�GHOLFDWHV

� � � WKXPELQJ�WKURXJK�

VWDLQHG�=LPEDUGR�WH[WERRNV

PDUNHG�XS

ZLWK�OHDG�SHQFLOV�

� � FDWFKLQJ�ORRVH�WKUHDGV

� � PDWFKLQJ�\HOORZ�ERQHV

� DQG�PROHV�EHIRUH

WKH\·UH�VXQVSRWV

� � � VRPH�VXESORW�LQ

� � � P\�ZDON�LQ

� � OHQG�WKHP�RXW

� � IULHQGV�NHHS�LW�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\

� VKH�ORRNV�EHWWHU�RQ�WKHP

,�ORRN�OLNH�KHU
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SHHOLQJ�PDWFKVWLFNV�DWRS�ROG�WLUHV
XQWLO�WKH�VN\�LV�SRSXODWHG�ZLWK�

ULVLQJ�EODFN�WKDW�UHVWV�RQ�WKH�WRQJXH

VWDOH�KRRFK�IURP�D�FDELQHW

WKUHH�WRZQV�RYHU�SRXUHG�RQ
VWRGJ\�EHDFK�JUDLQV�
VLWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ULP

:KDW·V�VXPPHU�VXSSRVHG�WR�WDVWH�OLNH"

scarlet�Áesh�of �chubby�Àngers
SDUHG�UDZ�EHIRUH�ZHW�VDOW�
PLJKW�UHWDOLDWH

DVKLQJ�RQ�IULHG�PHDW

VOLGLQJ�GRZQ�LQWR�JXWV
OLNH�DUPV�WKURXJK�MDFNHWV

UHHNLQJ�MXVW�WKH�VDPH
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VKH�WHOOV�PH

WKDW�VKH�DQG�KHU�EURWKHU

WULFNHG�PH

ZKHQ�WKH\�SLFNHG�XS�WKH�SKRQH

DQG�FDOOHG�WKHLU�PRWKHU

WR�GHPDQG�IRUELGGHQ

KDOORZH·HQ�FDQG\

�,�DP�HDV\�

WR�WULFN

IRU�WUHDWV�

LQ�WKH�IDOO�

she�gets�her�Àrst�
SLPSOHV

LQ�D�FOXVWHU

DW�KHU�KDLUOLQH

PLQH�DUH�

�PRVWO\�

JRQH
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FRPPLW

D�PHUF\�NLOOLQJ

� OXNHZDUP�WXE

� IXOO�WR�EULP

� SODFH�JOXH�WUDS

� XSVLGH�GRZQ

� mouse�Àrst

LV�LW�PHUF\

DIWHUZDUGV"

� D�FRUSVH

� ]LSORFNHG

� OHIW�FROOHFWHG

� ZLWK�WKH�WUDVK

�

KDYH�,�FRPPLWWHG�

WR�PHUF\"

� GR�ZH�FURXFK

� WRJHWKHU�

� KDQGV�RQ�RXU�NQHHV

� FKHFNLQJ�RXU�ZDWFKHV

� IRU�HQGLQJV�

� DV�WKH\�FRPH

� V�O�R�ZDEUXSW�VWUDJJOHUV

� ZKR�ULVH��IDOO

� LQ�WKH�VK�

� DQG�WKH�VLJK
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(PLOLD��WKDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�FRQVWDQW�VXSSRUW�DQG�ORYH��,�RZH�\RX�HYHU\WKLQJ��,�ZLOO�DOZD\V�ORYH�\RX�

� (DFK�PRUQLQJ�7�KDG�KDG�WR�ZDNH�DW������DP�WR�PDNH�KLV�ZD\�GRZQVWDLUV��

GUDLQ�DQ\�VHD�ZDWHU�WKDW�KDG�HQWHUHG�WKH�KRXVH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�QLJKW�DQG�UHEXLOG�

ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�EURNHQ��+H�KDGQ·W�DOZD\V�EHHQ�EXUGHQHG�ZLWK�WKLV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��

When�he�was�Àrst�born,�the�house�had�been�distanced�far�enough�away�from�the�
VHD�WKDW�KLV�IDWKHU�XVHG�WR�MRNH�WKH\�PD\�DV�ZHOO�KDYH�VHWWOHG�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��$IWHU�

KLV�IDWKHU·V�GHDWK�DQG�WKH�PHPRULHV�RI �KLV�IDFH��WRXFK�DQG�VFHQW�IDGHG�IURP�WKH�

PLQG�RI �7��WKH�GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KRXVH�DQG�WKH�ZDWHU�VKRUWHQHG�XQWLO�WKH�

ZDYHV�SHUPDQHQWO\�FDUHVVHG�WKH�ZDOOV�ZLWK�VPRRWK�OLTXLG�WRXFKHV��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ�

D�\RXQJ�7�KDG�IRXQG�WKLV�FDOPLQJ��WKH�VRXQG�RI �WKH�ZDWHU�TXLHWO\�VORVKLQJ�DJDLQVW�

WKH�KDUGHQHG�PXG�RI �WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�VRXQGHG�OLNH�FKLOGUHQ�HDJHUO\�VKDULQJ�VHFUHWV�

LQ�KXVKHG�YRLFHV�DIUDLG�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�RYHUKHDUG�DQG�LQWHUUXSWHG�E\�WKH�DGXOWV�XS�

VWDLUV��$W�QLJKW�WKRXJK�WKH�VRXQGV�FKDQJHG��7KH�JHQWOH�WRXFKHV�RI �PRUQLQJ�ZDYHV�

became�violent�molestations�in�the�dark.�Mother�had�been�terriÀed,�afraid�that�the�
ZDOOV�ZRXOG�EXFNOH�DQG�FUDFN�DQG�OHW�LQ�WKH�RFHDQ�

� She�had�forced�T�to�wade�out�into�the�murky�sea,�Àlled�with�water�that�
reÁected�no�sky,�the�next�morning�and�gather�bricks,�steel�mesh,�wood�and�stone�
to�reinforce�the�walls�of �the�house.�He�had�been�terriÀed�of �this�at�Àrst.�At�the�age�
RI ���WKH�FRPPDQG�IURP�0RWKHU�WR�VZLP�RXW�LQWR�WKH�GHSWKOHVV�ZDWHU�KDG�EHHQ�DQ�

RUGHU�WR�FKDUJH�LQWR�WKH�GUDJRQ·V�FDYH��WKH�ODLU�RI �WKH�VSLGHU�TXHHQ�RU�DQ\�VXFK�IDQ�

tastical�monster�his�mind�could�conjure�up�to�Àll�in�the�emptiness�of �the�unknown.�
Now�wheelchair�bound�from�a�disease�no�doctor�could�Ànd,�she�exercised�such�
control�over�her�son�that�T�could�forget�his�fears�and�swim.�After�the�Àrst�journey,�
KH�KDG�UHWXUQHG�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�VPDOO�FROOHFWLRQ�RI �WZLJV�DQG�EDUHO\�D�KDQGIXO�

RI �VWRQHV��6WLOO��KH�KDG�XVHG�ZKDW�OLWWOH�PDWHULDO�KH�KDG�WR�EXLOG�D�PDNHVKLIW�GDP�LQ�

WKH�EDVHPHQW�RI �WKH�KRXVH��,QWR�WKH�VRIW�PXG�RI �WKH�ZHVW�IDFLQJ�ZDOO�KH�SXVKHG�

WKH�WZLJV�DQG�VWRQHV�WR�IRUP�D�FUXGH�UHLQIRUFHPHQW��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ�KH�KDG�UXVKHG�

downstairs�only�to�Ànd�his�creation�broken.�The�stones�had�slipped�free�from�their�
settings�and�were�strewn�across�the�Áoor�and�the�twigs�lay�broken.�He�reported�his�
Àndings�to�Mother�who�viewed�this�destruction�as�the�water’s�threat�to�Àll�her�lungs�
DQG�FKRNH�WKH�OLIH�IURP��DV�VKH�UHPLQGHG�7��WKH�IUDLO�UHPDLQV�RI �KHU�ERG\��RQFH�VR�

EHDXWLIXO�\RX�FRXOG�SXW�LW�LQ�PRYLHV��0RWKHU�RIWHQ�WROG�KLP�RI �KRZ�LQ�WKH�SDVW�VKH�

UHVHPEOHG�%ULGJHWWH�%DUGRW��DQG�LI �VKH�KDG�EHHQ�GULQNLQJ��WKDW�7�DQG�KLV�IDWKHU�KDG�

stolen�her�subtle�pouting�mouth,�Áowing�blonde�hair,�sharp�cheeks�and�with�them�
KDG�UREEHG�KHU�RI �D�UHDVRQ�WR�OLYH��

� ,PEHGGHG�ZLWK�WKH�IHDU�RI �ORVLQJ�0RWKHU��7�ZRXOG�VZLP�RXW�WR�UHWULHYH�

PRUH�PDWHULDOV�DQG�RQFH�DJDLQ�EXLOG�D�GDP�RQ�WKH�ZHVW�IDFLQJ�ZDOO��$V�WLPH�ZHQW�

RQ�7�JUHZ�LQWR�D�VNLOOHG�DUFKLWHFW�RI �VXFK�EXLOGLQJV��+LV�GHVLJQV�JUHZ�PRUH�FRP�

SOH[�DV�KH�OHDUQHG�WR�LQWHUZHDYH�PHWDO�IRU�VWUHQJWK�DQG�DVVHPEOH�ZRRG�IUDPHV�WR�
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Ànd�the�necessary�materials.�Yet�none�of �this�made�any�difference.�As�T’s�abilities�
in�construction�grew,�the�water�seemed�to�compensate�by�Ànding�a�weakness�in�the�
VWUXFWXUH�RU�VLPSO\�E\�XVLQJ�EUXWH�IRUFH�WR�EUHDN�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDOO��7KH�UHSHWLWLYH�

cycle�of �rebirth�to�death,�death�to�rebirth�originating�from�Mother’s�Àrst�order�to�
VZLP��JDWKHU�VXSSOLHV�DQG�EXLOG�FRQWLQXHG��HDFK�PRUQLQJ�7�UDQ�GRZQ�WR�WKH�EDVH�

PHQW��ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI �KLV�GDP��JDWKHUHG�PDWHULDOV�IURP�WKH�ZDWHU�DQG�

VHW�DERXW�UHEXLOGLQJ�ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�ORVW�WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�

� 2QH�HYHQLQJ�7�ZDV�DZRNHQ�E\�D�VRXQG�IURP�GRZQVWDLUV��+H�OHDSW�IURP�

his�bed,�adrenaline�pumping�through�his�veins.�Had�the�walls�of �the�house�Ànally�
VXUUHQGHUHG�WKHLU�VWUXFWXUH"�:DV�WKH�KRXVH�DERXW�WR�EH�VZHSW�DZD\"�7�UDQ�WR�WKH�

ZLQGRZ�DQG�ORRNHG�RXW�RYHU�WKH�ZDWHU��7KH�VLJKW�ZDV�YLROHQW��:DYHV�FUDVKHG�LQWR�

RQH�DQRWKHU�VSUD\LQJ�VHD�IRDP�LQWR�WKH�DLU��/LJKWQLQJ�LOOXPLQDWHG�WKH�VN\�WR�VKRZ�

clouds�of �deep�purple�and�red.�T’s�eyes�remained�transÀxed.�He�found�his�sight�
XQDEOH�WR�VWUD\�IURP�WKH�YLROHQFH�DQG�SRZHU�RI �WKH�RXWVLGH��$OO�WKH�WHUULEOH�PRQ�

VWHUV�DQG�FUHDWXUHV�IURP�KLV�FKLOGKRRG�FRXOG�QRW�FRPSDUH�WR�WKLV��+LV�LPDJLQDWLRQ��

KLV�FRQVFLRXV�PLQG�ZDV�IUR]HQ�E\�ZKDW�KH�VDZ��7KH�VRXQG�GRZQVWDLUV�EURXJKW�KLP�

EDFN�WR�UHDOLW\�DQG�KH�UDQ�WR�WKH�EDVHPHQW��:KHQ�KH�UHDFKHG�GRZQVWDLUV�KH�VDZ�KLV�

GDP�IURP�WKH�GD\�EHIRUH�VSOLQWHUHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��7KH�HQWLUH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�KDG�

VKHG�DOO�VHQVH�RI �GHFHQF\�LQ�IRUP�DQG�OD\�DW�KLV�IHHW�LQ�SDWKHWLF�GLVUHSDLU��:DWHU�ZDV�

streaming�through�the�foundation�rapidly�Àlling�the�basement.�T�ran�to�the�wall�
DQG�SODFHG�KLV�KDQGV�RYHU�WKH�FUDFNV�LQ�D�PLVHUDEOH�DWWHPSW�WR�VWRS�WKH�OHDNV��7KH�

water�continued�Áowing,�spraying�him�in�the�face,�causing�T�to�sputter�and�choke.�
+H�WXUQHG�KLV�KHDG�WR�WR�WU\�DQG�VKLHOG�KLV�H\HV�DQG�VDZ�KHU��0RWKHU�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�

DW�WKH�IRRW�RI �WKH�VWDLUV�DQG�KH�ODXJKHG�XQFRQWUROODEO\��:LWK�WKH�OLJKW�EHKLQG�KHU��

0RWKHU�ORRNHG�DOPRVW�DQJHOLF��7KH�VKDGRZV�VRIWHQHG�KHU�IDFH�DQG�KHU�JUH\�WUDQV�

OXFHQW�KDLU�DSSHDUHG�JROGHQ��+H�UHPRYHG�KLV�KDQGV�IURP�WKH�ZDOO��7KH�ZDWHU�FRQ�

tinued�Áowing�through�the�cracks.�T’s�eyes�never�left�Mother’s.�He�turned�his�back�
WR�WKH�ZDOO�DQG�IHOO��+LV�ERG\�ODQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�PXG�ZKLFK�ZDV�QRZ�VRIW�DQG�PDOOHDEOH��

The�wall�accepted�T,�opening�itself �to�form�a�cavity�into�which�he�could�Àt.�He�felt�
WKH�ZDWHU�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI �KLV�ERG\�WU\�DQG�SXVK�KLP�RXW�RI �WKH�ZD\�EXW�WKH�VRIW�

PXG�KDG�GULSSHG�RYHU�KLV�OHJV�DQG�DUPV�VHDOLQJ�KLP�LQ�SODFH��7�WXUQHG�KLV�KHDG�WR�

VWDUH�IRUZDUG�DQG�VPLOHG��7KH�PXG�KDG�PDGH�LWV�ZD\�XS�WR�KLV�QHFN�DQG�KH�FRXOG�

IHHO�LW�EHJLQ�WR�GU\�DQG�FHPHQW�KLV�ERG\�LQ�SODFH��7KH�ZHLJKW�ZDV�SXVKLQJ�GRZQ�

on�his�chest�and�he�found�it�increasingly�more�difÀcult�to�breathe.�The�light�was�
EORFNHG�DV�0RWKHU��ZKR�KDG�PDGH�KHU�ZD\�GRZQ�WR�WKH�EDVHPHQW�VWHSSHG�LQ�IURQW�

RI �WKH�VLQJOH�OLJKW�EXOE�KDQJLQJ�IURP�WKH�FHLOLQJ��6KH�ZDVQ·W�VPLOLQJ�DV�VKH�JUDEEHG�

D�FOXPS�RI �PXG�DQG�FRYHUHG�7·V�IDFH�EXW�VKH�GLG�VPLOH�ZKHQ�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�VKH�

IRXQG�WKH�EDVHPHQW�GU\�DQG�WKH�ZDOO�VROLG�DQG�XQEURNHQ��
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0U��&OXJVWRQ��ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�ULJKW�GRZQ�WR�LW��ZDV�QRW�D�YHU\�JRRG�GHWHFWLYH�

,W�ZDV�D�FRRO�ZLQWHU·V�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�FDVH�RI �WKH�&DQWHUEXU\�%DQN�5REEHU\�ODQGHG�

on�Clugston’s�already�cluttered�desk.�The�detective�had�been�staring�at�a�bafÁing�ad�
ministrative�report,�a�cigarette�burning�in�his�hand.�The�Àle�hit�his�desk�with�a�slap�
WKDW�MROWHG�KLP�IURP�KLV�VWXSRU��

“You’ll�have�fun�with�this�one,�Jim,”�said�Nancy�McKinley,�the�ofÀce�secretary,�
´%DQN�UREEHU\��LW�LV�µ

&OXJVWRQ�JURDQHG��+H�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WLPH�WR�VROYH�D�EDQN�UREEHU\��,W�ZDV�KLV�ZLIH·V�

ELUWKGD\�WKLV�ZHHNHQG��DQG�VKH�ZDV�DOUHDG\�DQJU\�ZLWK�KLP�IRU�VSHQGLQJ�VR�PXFK�

WLPH�DW�ZRUN�

´'RQ·W�ORRN�VR�JULP�µ�VDLG�1DQF\��&OXJVWRQ�FRXOG�VHH�UHG�OLSVWLFN�VPHDUHG�DFURVV�

KHU�WHHWK��´,W�VKRXOG�EH�DQ�HDV\�VROYH��2QH�RI �WKH�WHOOHUV�IRXJKW�WKH�FXOSULW��<RX·YH�

JRW�D�SULPH�ZLWQHVV�ULJKW�WKHUH�µ

“You’re�not�supposed�to�read�our�case�Àles,�Nancy,”�said�Clugston.

´2RK��SDUGRQ�PH�µ�1DQF\�UHSOLHG��6KH�WXUQHG�DQG�ZDGGOHG�EDFN�WR�KHU�GHVN��

ZKHUH�KHU�KDLU�ZDV�MXVW�YLVLEOH�RYHU�VWDFNV�RI �SDSHU�

With�another�sigh,�Clugston�opened�the�case�Àle.�His�eyes�skimmed�over�the�details�
RI �WKH�UREEHU\��,W�KDG�EHHQ�D�ZHOO�SODQQHG�MRE��&OXJVWRQ�FRXOG�VHH��7KH�UREEHU�KDG�

FXW�WKH�WHOHSKRQH�ZLUHV�DQG�WKHQ�KDG�VRPHRQH�FDOO�WKH�PDQDJHU�DZD\�XVLQJ�WKH�WHOH�

SKRQH�QH[W�GRRU��7KH�WHOOHU�ZKR·G�FRQIURQWHG�WKH�UREEHU�ZDV�D�PDQ�QDPHG�$OIUHG�

:LOOLDP�&KLWWRFN��+H·G�EHHQ�VKRW�LQ�WKH�IRRW�DQG�WKH�KDQG�LQ�KLV�WXVVOH�ZLWK�WKH�

UREEHU��WKH�SRRU�EDVWDUG��&OXJVWRQ�ZKLVWOHG�ZKHQ�KH�UHDG�KRZ�PXFK�WKH�UREEHU�

KDG�PDGH�RII �ZLWK��…����ZDV�QR�VPDOO�VXP��

“Nancy!”�Clugston�called�when�he�had�Ànished�reading.�Nancy�bustled�back�into�
his�ofÀce.

´,�QHHG�\RX�WR�JHW�PH�WKLV�&KLWWRFN�EORNH�µ

´+H·V�LQ�KRVSLWDO��-LP��+H·V�JRW�D�EXOOHW�LQ�KLV�IRRW�µ

´'DPQ�µ�VDLG�&OXJVWRQ��´:KDW�DERXW�WKH�EDQN�PDQDJHU��WKHQ"�0RUJDQ��RU�ZKDWHY�

HU�KLV�QDPH�LV�µ�
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´+H·V�DOUHDG\�KHUH��-LP��+H·V�ZDLWLQJ�GRZQVWDLUV�µ

´5LJKW�µ�VDLG�&OXJVWRQ��ULVLQJ�IURP�KLV�FKDLU��´/HW·V�JHW�WKLV�RYHU�ZLWK��WKHQ�µ

«

$�ZHHN�SDVVHG�ZLWK�QR�QHZ�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�WKH�FDVH��&OXJVWRQ�KDG�LQWHUYLHZHG�

WKH�EDQN�WHOOHU��&KLWWRFN��ZKR�ZDV�UHVWLQJ�DW�KRPH�ZKLOH�KH�ZDLWHG�IRU�KLV�RSHUD�

WLRQ��7KH�SRRU�FKDS�ZDV�D�ELW�FRQIXVHG��SUREDEO\�IURP�WKH�GUXJV�WKH\�ZHUH�PDNLQJ�

KLP�WDNH��+H�KDGQ·W�EHHQ�PXFK�KHOS�WR�&OXJVWRQ��VDLG�KH�FRXOGQ·W�UHPHPEHU�PDQ\�

GHWDLOV�DERXW�WKH�UREEHU\�EHFDXVH�LW�KDSSHQHG�VR�IDVW��&OXJVWRQ�KDG�FRPPHQGHG�

KLV�EUDYHU\�DQG�OHIW�KLP�WR�UHVW��

“Jim!”�said�Nancy,�as�soon�as�Clugston�entered�the�ofÀce.�“I�wanted�to�talk�to�you.�
,·YH�QRWLFHG�VRPHWKLQJ�D�ELW�VWUDQJH�DERXW�WKDW�UREEHU\�µ

“Have�you�been�reading�our�case�Àles�again,�Nancy?”�said�Clugston,�as�he�sidled�
into�his�ofÀce�and�dropped�into�his�chair.

´2I �FRXUVH�µ�VDLG�1DQF\�EULVNO\��IROORZLQJ�KLP�LQWR�WKH�FUDPSHG�VSDFH��

&OXJVWRQ�VLJKHG��´9HU\�ZHOO��:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW"µ

´7KHUH·V�VRPHWKLQJ�QRW�TXLWH�ULJKW�DERXW�WKDW�WHOOHU·V�VWRU\��)RU�RQH��,�WKLQN�LW·V�DQ�

DZIXO�FRLQFLGHQFH�WKDW�KH�ZDONHG�LQWR�WKH�EDQN�ULJKW�DIWHU�WKH�PDQDJHU�OHIW��)RU�

DQRWKHU��KH·V�WKH�RQO\�RQH�ZKR�VDZ�WKLV�UREEHU��EXW�KH�FDQ·W�VHHP�WR�UHPHPEHU�DQ\�

GHWDLOV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�PDQ�ORRNV�OLNH��3OXV��WKH�UREEHU\�FRXOG�RQO\�KDYH�EHHQ�GRQH�

E\�VRPHRQH�ZKR�NQHZ�WKH�EDQN�ZHOO��DQG�ZRXOG·YH�NQRZQ�WKH\�NHSW�PRQH\�LQ�WKDW�

GUDZHU�µ

1DQF\�VDLG�WKLV�DOO�YHU\�IDVW��ZLWKRXW�GUDZLQJ�EUHDWK�

´<RX�WKLQN�&KLWWRFN·V�JRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�DOO�WKLV"µ�&OXJVWRQ�DVNHG�

´,�WKLQN�LW·V�SRVVLEOH��\HV�µ�

´1RQVHQVH�µ�VDLG�&OXJVWRQ��´7KH�PDQ·V�D�KHUR��+H�ZDV�VKRW��IRU�JRG·V�VDNH�µ

´0D\EH�KH�VKRW�KLPVHOI �WR�PDNH�LW�ORRN�OLNH�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�WKHUH�µ
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´<RX·UH�WDONLQJ�FUD]\�QRZ��1DQF\��,�GRQ·W�KDYH�WLPH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WKLV�µ

$́OO�,·P�VD\LQJ�LV�WKDW�\RX�VKRXOG�VZLQJ�E\�DQG�DVN�KLP�VRPH�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV��-LP��

,W·V�QRW�WKDW�PXFK�WURXEOH�µ

´:KR·V�WKH�GHWHFWLYH�KHUH��\RX�RU�PH"µ�VDLG�&OXJVWRQ��ZDYLQJ�KHU�DZD\�IURP�KLV�

ofÀce.�

1DQF\�UROOHG�KHU�H\HV�DQG�WUXPSHG�EDFN�WR�KHU�GHVN�

“Stop�reading�my�case�Àles!”�Clugston�called�after�her.�The�only�response�was�the�
VRXQG�RI �D�W\SHZULWHU�EHLQJ�XVHG�ZLWK�XQQHFHVVDU\�IRUFH��

«

Weeks�passed�and�Clugston�was�no�closer�to�Ànding�the�culprit�than�he�had�been�
on�the�Àrst�day.�His�boss�was�growing�increasingly�irate,�and�his�Missus�was�hardly�
VSHDNLQJ�WR�KLP��IXULRXV�RYHU�WKH�ORQJ�KRXUV�KH�ZDV�VSHQGLQJ�RFFXSLHG�ZLWK�WKLV�

FDVH��

Clugston�sat�glumly�in�his�ofÀce,�weak�sunlight�streaming�through�his�dingy�win�
GRZ��+H�ZDV�VFDQQLQJ�WKH�UHSRUWV�RI �WKH�UREEHU\�\HW�DJDLQ��VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�VRPH�

WKLQJ��DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO��WKDW�PLJKW�OHDG�KLP�WR�VROYLQJ�WKH�FDVH��,W�ZDV�KRSHOHVV��+H·G�

UHDG�WKHVH�UHSRUWV�D�WKRXVDQG�WLPHV�DQG�VWLOO�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�ORVW��

+LV�UHYHULH�ZDV��RQFH�DJDLQ��LQWHUUXSWHG�E\�WKH�VRXQG�RI �D�ODUJH�ZRPDQ�FUDVKLQJ�

LQWR�WKH�URRP�

´,·YH�EHHQ�URXQG�WR�VHH�WKH�&KLWWRFNV�WKLV�ZHHNHQG�µ�1DQF\�DQQRXQFHG�

´<RX�GLG�ZKDW"µ�VSOXWWHUHG�&OXJVWRQ��WKH�FRIIHH�LQ�KLV�KDQG�VSLOOLQJ�LQWR�KLV�ODS�

“I�went�to�see�the�Chittocks.�Brought�over�some�Áowers�for�Mr.�Chittock�while�he�
PDNHV�KLV�UHFRYHU\�µ

´:K\�µ�VDLG�&OXJVWRQ��DV�KH�GDEEHG�DW�WKH�FRIIHH�RQ�KLV�WURXVHUV�ZLWK�D�KDQGNHU�

FKLHI��´WKH�KHOO�ZRXOG�\RX�GR�WKDW"µ

´%HFDXVH�,�NQRZ�\RX�KDYHQ·W�ERWKHUHG�WR�GR�LW�\RXUVHOI�µ
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&OXJVWRQ�EXULHG�KLV�IDFH�LQ�KLV�KDQGV�

´:KDW·V�PRUH�LV�µ�VDLG�1DQF\��´,�IRXQG�VRPHWKLQJ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�µ

“What�do�you�mean�by�interesting?”�said�Clugston,�his�voice�mufÁed�by�his�palms.

“Mrs.�Chittock�has�got�an�awfully�shiny�big�ring�on�her�Ànger.�Real�diamond,�far�as�
,�FDQ�WHOO��:KHQ�,�DVNHG�KHU�DERXW�LW��VKH�WROG�PH�0U��&OXJVWRQ�KDG�ERXJKW�LW�IRU�

KHU�ODVW�ZHHN��IRU�WKHLU�ZHGGLQJ�DQQLYHUVDU\�µ

1DQF\�OHDQHG�IRUZDUG�DQG�VSOD\HG�KHU�KDQGV�DFURVV�&OXJVWRQ·V�GHVN��&OXJVWRQ�

UHOXFWDQWO\�PHW�KHU�H\H��

´1RZ�WHOO�PH�µ�VDLG�1DQF\��KHU�YRLFH�ORZ��´:KDW�NLQG�RI �EDQN�WHOOHU�FDQ�DIIRUG�D�

ULQJ�WKDW�QLFH�IRU�KLV�0LVVXV"µ

&OXJVWRQ�UDQ�D�KDQG�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�DFURVV�KLV�PRXVWDFKH�IRU�VHYHUDO�PLQXWHV��ZKLOH�

Nancy�stared�him�down.�Finally,�he�sighed�and�closed�the�case�Àle�in�front�of �him�
ZLWK�D�VQDS�

´,·OO�JR�TXHVWLRQ�KLP�DJDLQ�WKLV�DIWHUQRRQ�µ

«

1DQF\�0F.LQOH\��ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�ULJKW�GRZQ�WR�LW��ZDV�D�YHU\�JRRG�GHWHFWLYH��

6KH�VDW�RQ�WKH�VRID�LQ�KHU�WLQ\�OLYLQJ�URRP��KHU�IDW�FDW�FXUOHG�XS�EHVLGH�KHU�DQG�

D�FXS�RI �WHD�LQ�KHU�KDQG��7KH�GD\·V�SDSHU�VDW�RQ�KHU�ODS��RSHQ�WR�WKH�VHQVDWLRQDO�

VWRU\�RI �$OIUHG�:LOOLDP�&KLWWRFN��WKH�WHOOHU�ZKR·G�EHHQ�IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI �UREELQJ�KLV�

YHU\�RZQ�EDQN��$�VPDOO�VPLOH�SOD\HG�DFURVV�KHU�UHG�SDLQWHG�OLSV�DV�VKH�UHSOD\HG�WKH�

FRXUW�FDVH�LQ�KHU�PLQG·V�H\H��UHPHPEHULQJ�WKH�MXGJH·V�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI �*8,/7<��ZLWK�

SDUWLFXODU�UHOLVK��

6KH�ZDV�QRW�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�DQ\�RI �WKH�QHZV�UHSRUWV��QRU�KDG�&OXJVWRQ�GHLJQHG�WR�

JLYH�KHU�VR�PXFK�DV�D�WKDQN�\RX���1DQF\�GLGQ·W�FDUH��,I �WKH�ZRUOG�ZDVQ·W�UHDG\�WR�DF�

NQRZOHGJH�DQ�ROG�VHFUHWDU\�IRU�KHU�GHWHFWLYH�VNLOOV��WKHQ�DW�OHDVW�VKH�NQHZ�WKH�WUXWK�

With�a�second�satisÀed�smile,�Nancy�set�aside�the�newspaper�and�picked�up�another�
case�Àle.�
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7KH�EXV�ULGH�ZDV�DOZD\V�EXPS\��7KH�GULYHU�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�EUHDN�TXLFNO\��DQG�WKHQ�

SUHVV�WKH�JDV�VORZ��,W�PDGH�+DQVL�VLFN��6KH�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�XVHG�WR�LW�QRZ�WKRXJK��DQG�

WKH�ULGH�IHOW�TXLWH�VKRUW�ZKHQ�VKH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�

� +DQVL�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�PDQ�ZLWK�WKH�ERRWV�ZKR�FDPH�WR�WKH�VWRUH�DJDLQ�

WRGD\��6KH�FRXOGQ·W�JHW�KLV�YRLFH�RXW�RI �KHU�KHDG��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH�KH�KDG�

ZDONHG�LQ�ZLWK�D�SDLU�RI �ZRUQ�ZLQWHU�ERRWV�WR�H[FKDQJH�WKHP�IRU�QHZ�RQHV��7KH�

ROG�PDQ�DVNHG�D�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVRQ�HDFK�WLPH��DQG�WRGD\�KH�FDPH�XS�WR�+DQVL·V�

UHJLVWHU��+DQVL�WROG�WKH�PDQ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KHU�PDQDJHU�WROG�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�JLUOV�WR�

VD\��H[FKDQJHV�RQO\�ZLWKLQ�IRXUWHHQ�GD\V�ZLWK�DOO�WDJV�DQG�UHFHLSWV��7KH�ROG�PDQ�

VWDUWHG�\HOOLQJ�DW�+DQVL�DQG�DVNHG�WR�VHH�WKH�PDQDJHU��´:KDW·V�ZURQJ�ZLWK�\RX"µ�KH�

VFUHDPHG�� $́UH�\RX�VWXSLG"µ�0LUQD�FDOPHG�KLP�GRZQ��EXW�+DQVL�KHDUG�KLP�VD\�WKDW�

ELJ�VWRUHV�VKRXOGQ·W�KDYH�LGLRWV�ZKR�FDQ·W�VSHDN�(QJOLVK�ZRUNLQJ�FDVK��+DQVL�QHYHU�

FULHG�LQ�WKHVH�VLWXDWLRQV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�VRPHWLPHV��6KH�IHOW�EDG�IRU�WKH�

PDQ��EXW�VKH�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KLP�DQ\PRUH��

� After�some�thought,�she�Ànally�decided�what�she�would�make�for�dinner.�
7KHUH�ZDV�OHIWRYHU�FKLFNHQ�LQ�WKH�IULGJH��VR�VKH·G�SUREDEO\�MXVW�PDNH�D�GKDO�FXUU\�

DQG�VDPERO�IRU�WKH�NLGV��7KHUH�ZDV�FHUHDO�IRU�WKHLU�EUHDNIDVW�WRPRUURZ��6KH�GLGQ·W�

XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKH\�FRXOG�HDW�WKDW�VXJDU\�VWXII��EXW�VKH�OHW�WKHP��,W�ZDV�FKHDS��

DQG�WKH\�OLNHG�LW��7KH\�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�HDW�VWRUH�IRRG�QRZ��7KH\�GLGQ·W�HYHQ�ZDQW�

WR�WDNH�ULFH�WR�VFKRRO�DQ\PRUH��VR�+DQVL�ZRXOG�SDFN�PLFURZDYH�PHDOV�DQG�JUDQROD�

EDUV�LQ�WKHLU�OXQFK�EDJV��7KH\�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�KDYH�ULFH�IRU�GLQQHU�WKRXJK��+DQVL�

NQHZ�WKDW�WKH\�VWLOO�OLNHG�KHU�IRRG��6XGGHQO\��VKH�WKRXJKW�VKH�VKRXOG�FDOO�KRPH�DQG�

FKHFN�RQ�WKHP��%XW�WKH\�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�GRLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHZRUN��6KH�FDOOHG�WKHP�

WZHQW\�PLQXWHV�DJR�DQ\ZD\V�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�DW�WKH�PDOO�WHUPLQDO��

� 6KH�ZRQGHUHG�ZKHQ�5XZDQ�ZRXOG�FRPH�KRPH�WRQLJKW��/DVW�QLJKW�VKH�

WULHG�WR�VWD\�DZDNH�DQG�ZDLW�XQWLO�KH�FDPH�EDFN��EXW�VKH�ZDV�WRR�WLUHG�IURP�ZRUN��

6KH�ZHQW�WR�EHG�ZLWKRXW�KLP��DQG�ZKHQ�VKH�ZRNH�XS�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�KH�KDG�DOUHDG\�

OHIW�IRU�ZRUN��7KDW�ZDV�KRZ�HYHU\�GD\�ZHQW��,W�ZDV�OLNH�VKH�KDGQ·W�VHHQ�KLP�IRU�WKH�

SDVW�PRQWK��$QG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�KRPH��KH�ZDVQ·W�UHDOO\�KRPH��+LV�H\HV�ZHUH�

DOZD\V�VRPHZKHUH�HOVH��EXW�+DQVL�FRXOGQ·W�WHOO�H[DFWO\�ZKHUH��0D\EH�WKH\�ZHUH�

ORRNLQJ�EDFN�KRPH��6RPHWLPHV�VKH·G�GUHDP�DERXW�LW�WRR��6KH·G�FORVH�KHU�H\HV�DQG�

LPDJLQH�WKDW�WKH�WZR�RI �WKHP�ZHUH�EDFN�XQGHU�WKH�PDQJR�WUHH�LQ�WKHLU��JDUGHQ��

They�were�eating�the�fruit,�and�the�warm�juice�was�making�their�Àngers�sticky.
� $�JURXS�RI �VWXGHQWV�JRW�RQ�WKH�EXV��6RPH�RI �WKHP�ZRUH�ELJ�KRRGLHV�

DQG�ZHUH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�ORXG�PXVLF��DQG�RWKHU�RQHV�MXVW�ORRNHG�GRZQ�DW�WKHLU�SKRQHV�

DQG�LJQRUHG�LW��+DQVL�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�VKH�VDZ�KHUH�ORRNHG�VDG��DQG�

VKH�GLGQ·W�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\��6KH�ZLVKHG�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�JR�EDFN�

WR�VFKRRO��6KH�NQHZ�LW�ZRXOGQ·W�KDSSHQ�IRU�KHUVHOI��EXW�KHU�NLGV�ZRXOG�GR�LW��+HU�

HOGHVW�ORYHG�VFLHQFH�DQG�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�GRFWRU�RQH�GD\��7KH�RWKHU�WZR�ZHUHQ·W�

DV�NHHQ�DERXW�VFKRRO��EXW�+DQVL�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKHP��6KH�DOZD\V�GUHDPW�RI �KHU�HOGHVW�
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GDXJKWHU�RI �JRLQJ�WR�D�ELJ��LPSRUWDQW�XQLYHUVLW\�OLNH�<RUN�RU�0F0DVWHU��6KH�NQHZ�

LW�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ��,I �VKH�VWXFN�WR�KHU�SODQ��E\�WKH�WLPH�KHU�GDXJKWHU�JUDGXDWHG�KLJK�

VFKRRO��+DQVL�ZRXOG�KDYH�HQRXJK�VDYHG�WR�SD\�IRU�D�\HDU�RI �KHU�GDXJKWHU·V�WXLWLRQ��

%XW�E\�WKHQ�+DQVL�EHOLHYHG�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�JHW�EHWWHU�IRU�5XZDQ�DW�KLV�MRE��DQG�PD\EH�

WKH\�ZRXOGQ·W�KDYH�WR�ZRUU\�VR�PXFK�DERXW�VDYLQJV�DQG�WKRVH�NLQGV�RI �WKLQJV��

� $�EDE\�VLWWLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�JUDQGPRWKHU�DFURVV�IURP�+DQVL�VWDUWHG�ZDLOLQJ��

+DQVL�XVHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�NLGV�RQ�WKH�EXV�ZLWK�KHU�VRPHWLPHV��7KH�IRXU�RI �WKHP�

ZRXOG�JR�WR�WKH�PDOO�WRJHWKHU�ZKHQ�5XZDQ�ZDV�DW�ZRUN��DQG�WKH�NLGV�ZHUH�DOZD\V�

VR�H[FLWHG��7KH\�UDUHO\�HYHU�ERXJKW�DQ\WKLQJ�WKRXJK��7KH�NLGV�MXVW�OLNHG�ZDONLQJ�

DURXQG�DOO�WKH�ELJ�VWRUHV��%XW�UHFHQWO\�+DQVL�FRXOG�VHH�WKDW�WKH�WKUHH�RI �WKHP�GLGQ·W�

ZDQW�WR�JR�RXW�ZLWK�KHU�WKDW�PXFK�DQ\PRUH��

� 7KH�EDE\�ZRXOGQ·W�VWRS�FU\LQJ�DQG�QRZ�WKH�JUDQGPRWKHU�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�

PDG��+DQVL�UHPHPEHUHG�KRZ�JRRG�KHU�NLGV�ZHUH�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�SODQH�

coming�here.�It�was�their�Àrst�time�on�a�plane,�and�they�didn’t�cry�once�during�the�
ZKROH�ULGH��7KH\�ZHUH�VR�\RXQJ�WKHQ��%DELHV�ZHUH�VR�VSRLOHG�KHUH��+DQVL�WKRXJKW��

6KH�QHYHU�VSRLOHG�KHU�NLGV��6KH�ZDV�EHWWHU�WR�WKHP�WKDQ�KHU�PRWKHU�ZDV�WR�KHU�

WKRXJK�

� +DQVL�WKRXJKW�DERXW�KHU�PRP�HYHU\�GD\��6KH�FRXOGQ·W�KHOS�LW��6KH�ZLVKHG�

VKH�FRXOG�VHH�KHU�PRWKHU·V�IDFH�RQH�PRUH�WLPH��6KH�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�IRUJHW�KRZ�LW�

ORRNHG�OLNH��6KH�ZLVKHG�WKH�NLGV�FRXOG·YH�PHW�WKHLU�JUDQGPRWKHU��+HU�PRP�ZRXOG�

DW�OHDVW�EH�SURXG�RI �WKHP�

� +DQVL�XVHG�WR�KDWH�KRZ�KHU�PRWKHU�VSHQW�VR�PXFK�WLPH�DW�VFKRRO�WHDFKLQJ�

RWKHU�NLGV�WR�UHDG�DQG�ZULWH��$QG�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�WKDW�OLWWOH�ER\�DFURVV�WKH�VWUHHW�WKDW�

KHU�PRP�XVHG�WR�WHDFK�PDWK�WR��:KDW�ZDV�KLV�QDPH"�+DQVL·V�PRWKHU�OLNHG�KLP��+H�

ZDV�D�QLFH��DWKOHWLF�ER\��EXW�KH�ZDV�QHYHU�DQ\�JRRG�DW�VFKRRO��1RW�OLNH�+DQVL�ZDV��

6KH�WKRXJKW�VKH·G�EH�D�SURIHVVRU�RQH�GD\��7KDW�ZDV�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�

� 7KHQ�WKH�EXV�ZDV�DSSURDFKLQJ�4XHHQV�6WUHHW��DQG�+DQVL�UDQJ�WKH�EHOO�

MXVW�DV�VKH�KDG�GRQH�D�KXQGUHG�WLPHV�EHIRUH��7KHUH�ZDV�DOPRVW�QR�RQH�OHIW�VLWWLQJ�

DURXQG�KHU�QRZ��7KH�EDE\�DQG�WKH�JUDQGPRWKHU�JRW�RII �WZR�VWRSV�EHIRUH��$OO�

WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�JRQH�WRR��7KH�EXV�TXLFNO\�SXOOHG�WR�D�VWRS�DW�4XHHQV�EHIRUH�

3DUN�'ULYH��DQG�+DQVL�VWHSSHG�RII��6KH�VWDUWHG�ZDONLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�WDOO�DSDUWPHQW�

building�that�looked�so�dead�and�quiet�at�night.�She�counted�eight�Áoors�up�and�
WKUHH�ZLQGRZV�WR�WKH�ULJKW��7KH�OLJKW�ZDV�RQ��7KDW�ZDV�JRRG��0D\EH�5XZDQ�ZDV�

KRPH��6KH·G�PDNH�D�GKDO�FXUU\�DQG�VDPERO��DQG�PD\EH�HYHU\RQH�FRXOG�HDW�WRJHWKHU�

WKLV�WLPH��7KH�NLGV�FRXOG�WHOO�KHU�DERXW�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV�DQG�WKHLU�VFKRRO�SURMHFWV��DQG�

+DQVL�FRXOG�WHOO�WKHP�DERXW�ZRUN��DQG�5XZDQ�ZRXOG�WHOO�MRNHV�DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG�DOO�

ODXJK��7KHQ�VKH�ZRXOG�GR�WKH�GLVKHV�DQG�WKH�NLGV�ZRXOG�JR�WR�EHG��$QG�WKHQ�VKH�

DQG�5XZDQ�FRXOG�VWD\�XS�D�OLWWOH�ORQJHU�DQG�MXVW�WDON��7KHQ�WKH\·G�JR�WR�EHG��EXW�

VKH·G�OD\�DZDNH�IRU�D�ZKLOH�WKLQNLQJ��0D\EH�WRPRUURZ�ZRXOG�EH�D�OLWWOH�ELW�EHWWHU��

6RRQ�5XZDQ�ZRXOG�JHW�D�SURPRWLRQ��$QG�WKHQ�PD\EH�VKH�ZRXOGQ·W�KDYH�WR�ZRUN�

IXOO�WLPH��0D\EH�VKH�FRXOG�JR�WR�VFKRRO�DJDLQ��2QH�GD\��PD\EH��7KH�NLGV�ZRXOG�DOO�

JR�WR�XQLYHUVLW\�DQG�JHW�JRRG�MREV��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�DOULJKW��2QH�GD\�
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7KH�WHDFXS�UDWWOHG�LQ�LWV�VDXFHU��7KLV�ZDV�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�RI �FRXUVH��EHFDXVH�RI �WKH�

HDUWKTXDNHV��EXW�LW�ZDV�DQ�DQQR\DQFH�QRQHWKHOHVV��-HDQ�UHDFKHG�RXW�KHU�WKLQ�KDQG�

WR�VWHDG\�WKH�WHDFXS��XVLQJ�KHU�WKXPE�WR�ZLSH�XS�D�VLQJOH�GURS�WKDW�KDG�VSODVKHG�

onto�the�table.�When�she�had�Ànished�her�breakfast,�she�looked�herself �over�in�
WKH�IURQW�KDOOZD\�PLUURU��KDLU�QHDWO\�WLHG�EDFN��ZKLWH�EXWWRQ�XS�EORXVH��JUH\�VODFNV��

7KLV�PRUQLQJ�-HDQ�KDG�HYHQ�SXW�RQ�WKH�SXUSOH�VZHDWHU�ZLWK�WKH�SHDUO�EXWWRQV��WKH�

one�her�brother�had�sent�her�Àve�birthdays�ago,�because�she�wanted�to�wear�it�one�
PRUH�WLPH��*UDEELQJ�KHU�ODVW�XPEUHOOD��VOLSSLQJ�KHU�IHHW�LQWR�KHU�NQHH�KLJK�UXEEHU�

ERRWV��DQG�W\LQJ�D�SDSHU�PDVN�WR�KHU�IDFH�²�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LVVXHG�RQH��EHFDXVH�

HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�VFUDWFKHG�KHU�FKHHNV�-HDQ�WUXVWHG�LW�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�NQRFN�RII �KHU�

QHLJKERXU�6XVDQ�KDG�EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�VHOO�WR�KHU�²�-HDQ�ZDV�UHDG\�WR�JR�WR�ZRUN�

� 7KH�EXVHV�ZHUHQ·W�UXQQLQJ�DQ\PRUH��KDGQ·W�EHHQ�IRU�ZHHNV�QRZ��VR�-HDQ�

WRRN�RII �GRZQ�(YH�6WUHHW�WRZDUGV�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ��6KH�ZDV�DERXW�WR�WXUQ�GRZQ�

South�when�she�noticed�the�Áames.�Another�block�gone,�she�sighed�to�herself,�and�
WXUQHG�GRZQ�(QG�6WUHHW�LQVWHDG��FDUHIXO�WR�VWHS�RYHU�WKH�ERGLHV��6KH�GLGQ·W�PLQG�

WDNLQJ�D�URXQGDERXW�URXWH�WR�ZRUN��SUHIHUULQJ�WR�DYRLG�WKH�ULRWV�DQ\ZD\V��EXW�VKH�

GLG�ZULQNOH�KHU�QRVH�DW�WKH�URWWLQJ�VPHOO�HPDQDWLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VWUHHW��/DWHO\�

WKH�FOHDQ�XS�FUHZV�KDGQ·W�EHHQ�GRLQJ�WKHLU�MRE��7KLV�ZDV�QR�WLPH�WR�JHW�OD]\��-HDQ�

WKRXJKW��

� :KHQ�VKH�ZDV�DERXW�D�EORFN�DZD\�IURP�=RVLPRV�/LIH�,QVXUDQFH��WKH�

UDLQ�VWDUWHG��,Q�RQH�SUDFWLFHG�PRWLRQ��-HDQ�OLIWHG�KHU�XPEUHOOD��KHDULQJ�WKH�IDPLOLDU�

VL]]OH�DV�WKH�UDLQGURSV�EHJDQ�WR�ZRUN�WKHLU�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�IDEULF��DQG�VWDUWHG�WR�

ZDON�D�OLWWOH�IDVWHU��6RRQ�VKH�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�WDOO�JUH\�EXLOGLQJ�ZKHUH�VKH�ZRUNHG��DQG�

EUHDWKHG�D�VLJK�RI �UHOLHI �WKDW�LW�ZDV�VWLOO�VWDQGLQJ��6XVDQ·V�VWRUH�KDG�EHHQ�GHVWUR\HG�

LQ�DQ�HDUWKTXDNH�WKUHH�ZHHNV�DJR��WKH�SRRU�GHDU��1R�ZRQGHU�VKH�KDG�UHVRUWHG�WR�

WKDW�FKHDS�GRRU�WR�GRRU�VDOHVSHUVRQ�URXWLQH��

� ,QVLGH��-HDQ�VZHUYHG�OHIW�SDVW�WKH�HOHYDWRU�ZLWK�LWV�´2XW�RI �2UGHUµ�VLJQ�

and�made�her�way�up�the�stairs.�Luckily�she�only�worked�on�the�third�Áoor,�so�it�
ZDVQ·W�WRR�PXFK�WURXEOH�WR�ZDON�XS��/RRNLQJ�DW�KHU�ZDWFK��DQG�VHHLQJ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�

VL[�PLQXWHV�SDVW�QLQH��-HDQ�PRYHG�VZLIWO\�WR�KHU�FXELFOH��,W�ZDV�WKH�RQH�E\�WKH�EUHDN�

URRP��ZKLFK�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�LGHDO�EHFDXVH�(UQLH�DQG�0HO�OLNHG�WR�JRVVLS�DERXW�WKH�

receptionist�at�the�ofÀce�next�door�and�the�extensive�plastic�surgery�she�had�been�
JHWWLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��EXW�LW�KDG�EHHQ�D�TXLHW�VSRW�ODWHO\��

� Flames�reÁected�through�the�windows,�their�light�dancing�along�Jean’s�
desk.�She�unhooked�the�headset�from�the�right-hand�wall,�and�Àt�it�neatly�over�her�
KHDG��-HDQ�KDG�QHDUO\�IRUJRWWHQ�WR�UHPRYH�KHU�PDVN�²�LW�KDG�EHFRPH�VXFK�D�VWDSOH�

SDUW�RI �KHU�ZDUGUREH�ODWHO\�²�EXW�VKH�TXLFNO\�XQWLHG�LW�DQG�DGMXVWHG�WKH�KHDGVHW�LQ�

IURQW�RI �KHU�PRXWK��

-XVW�WKHQ�+DO�ZDONHG�LQ��EUHDWKLQJ�KHDYLO\�DQG�ZLSLQJ�VZHDW�RII �KLV�XQVKDYHQ�IDFH��

� ´5LRWV�RXWVLGH�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�QH[W�GRRU��FRXOGQ·W�JHW�RXW�RI �P\�KRXVH�WKLV�
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PRUQLQJ��%XW�,·P�VWD\LQJ�DW�P\�VLVWHU·V�WRQLJKW��VR�WKDW�VKRXOGQ·W�EH�D�SUREOHP�

WRPRUURZ«µ�+H�WUDLOHG�RII��UXVKLQJ�SDVW�-HDQ�WR�KLV�RZQ�FXELFOH�E\�WKH�ZLQGRZ��

� -HDQ�ORRNHG�DW�KHU�ZDWFK��7ZHOYH�PLQXWHV�SDVW�QLQH��6KH�ZDV�PRUH�VHQLRU��

\HV��EXW�VKH�ZDVQ·W�JRLQJ�WR�DGPRQLVK�+DO�IRU�EHLQJ�ODWH�WRGD\��6KH�KDG�EHHQ�D�IHZ�

PLQXWHV�ODWH�KHUVHOI��DQG�WKH�RWKHU�FXELFOHV�ZHUH�VWLOO�HPSW\��VR�VKH�DSSUHFLDWHG�KLV�

VKRZLQJ�XS�WR�ZRUN��6KH�PDGH�D�PHQWDO�QRWH�WR�FRPPHQG�KLP�ODWHU��

� -HDQ�DGMXVWHG�KHU�KHDGVHW�RQFH�PRUH��WKHQ�FOLFNHG�WKH�´RQµ�EXWWRQ�RQ�KHU�

SKRQH��ZKLFK�LPPHGLDWHO\�EHJDQ�WR�ULQJ��

� ´7KDQN�\RX�IRU�FDOOLQJ�=RVLPRV�/LIH�,QVXUDQ³µ

� ´7KH\�GHVWUR\HG�P\�KRXVH�µ�7KH�YRLFH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI �WKH�OLQH�

shouted.�“Threw�Áaming�whatchamacallits�through�the�window�on�their�way�to�
WRZQ�KDOO��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ·V�DEVROXWHO\�GHVWUR\HG�QRZ�µ�

� $GMXVWLQJ�WKH�YROXPH�RQ�KHU�KHDGVHW��-HDQ�UHVSRQGHG�FDOPO\��´*RRG�

PRUQLQJ��PD\�,�SOHDVH�KDYH�\RXU�DFFRXQW�QXPEHU"µ

� :KHQ�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�UHVSRQVH��-HDQ�ORRNHG�GRZQ�DW�KHU�SKRQH��7KH�OLJKW�

LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�FDOO�ZDV�DFWLYH�KDG�JRQH�RXW��-HDQ�VORZO\�WRRN�RII �KHU�KHDGVHW��DQG�

OHW�RXW�D�ORQJ�EUHDWK��6KH�VDW�IRU�D�PRPHQW�ORQJHU��XQPRYLQJ��WKHQ�VWRRG�XS�DQG�

walked�down�the�hallway�to�Ànd�Hal�standing�at�the�window�that�stretched�from�
the�carpeted�Áoor�to�the�paneled�ceiling,�looking�out�at�what�was�left�of �the�world.�
� ´7KH�SKRQHV�DUH�GHDG�µ�-HDQ�WROG�KLP��+DO�QRGGHG�PXWHO\��/RRNLQJ�RXW�

WKH�ZLQGRZ��-HDQ�VDZ�WKDW�WKH�UDLQ�KDG�VWRSSHG�IDOOLQJ��DQG�WKDW�LW�KDG�SXW�RXW�WKH�

Áames�on�South�Street.�That�was�good.�
� ´ LG�,�HYHU�WHOO�\RX�DERXW�WKH�WLPH�,�ZHQW�WR�$XVWUDOLD"µ�+DO�VDLG�VXGGHQ�

O\��-HDQ�ORRNHG�DW�KLP��FRQIXVHG��$OWKRXJK�VKH�KDG�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�+DO�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU�

SDUW�RI �WKH�ODVW�WZHQW\�\HDUV��VKH�KDG�QHYHU�KDG�DQ\�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�KLP�SDVW�

´JRRG�PRUQLQJ�µ�´JRRG�HYHQLQJ�µ�DQG�´WKH�SULQWHU·V�EURNHQ�µ�6KH�ZDVQ·W�VXUH�ZK\�

KH�WKRXJKW�KH�PLJKW�KDYH�WROG�KHU�DERXW�$XVWUDOLD�

� :LWKRXW�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�D�UHVSRQVH��+DO�FRQWLQXHG��´:HQW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�

twenty-Àve,�for�two�weeks.�When�I�was�in�Sydney,�I�passed�a�street�vendor,�selling�
WRXULVWV�W�VKLUWV�ZLWK�VD\LQJV�OLNH��´,�/RYH�2]�µ�,�DOPRVW�ERXJKW�RQH��EXW�,�ERXJKW�D�

SDLU�RI �VXQJODVVHV�LQVWHDG�EHFDXVH�,�WKRXJKW�WKH\�ZRXOG�PDNH�PH�ORRN�FRRO�LQ�IURQW�

RI �WKLV�JLUO�EDFN�DW�WKH�KRVWHO�µ�

� -HDQ�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�ZK\�+DO�ZDV�WHOOLQJ�KHU�WKLV��6KH�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�RXW�RI �

WKH�FRXQWU\�H[FHSW�IRU�D�ZHHNHQG�LQ�0DLQH�IRU�KHU�FRXVLQ·V�ZHGGLQJ��6KH�KDGQ·W�

VSRNHQ�WR�KHU�FRXVLQ�LQ�VL[WHHQ�\HDUV�

� ´:KHQ�,�DUULYHG�EDFN�DW�WKH�KRVWHO��VKH�KDG�DOUHDG\�OHIW�µ�+DO�FRQWLQXHG��

$́QG�DOO�,�FRXOG�WKLQN�DERXW�ZDV�WKDW�W�VKLUW�WKH�VWUHHW�YHQGRU�KDG�µ

� Jean�turned�to�Hal�and�was�surprised�to�Ànd�that�he�had�tears�in�his�eyes.�
+DO�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�RXW�WKH�ZLQGRZ�DW�WKHLU�FLW\�LQ�UXLQV��DW�WKH�HQG�RI �WLPHV��WKH�DSRF�

DO\SVH��WKH�WKLQJ�WKH\�KDG�DOO�EHHQ�ZDUQHG�DERXW��ZLWK�WHDUV�LQ�KLV�H\HV��-HDQ�SDXVHG��
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allowing�her�gaze�to�wander�over�the�empty�cubicles�in�the�ofÀce.�The�desks�were�
HPSW\��SLFWXUH�IUDPHV�DQG�RWKHU�SHUVRQDO�LWHPV�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�JDWKHUHG�XS�DQG�WDNHQ�

home�over�the�past�few�weeks.�The�Áuorescent�lights�no�longer�Áickered�above�
WKHP��DQG�WKH�IDPLOLDU�ULQJLQJ�RI �WKH�SKRQHV�DQG�WKH�VRIW�KXP�RI �WKH�FRPSXWHUV�

that�previously�Àlled�the�room�were�merely�echoes�in�Jean’s�ears.�The�silence�was�
startling.�Jean’s�eyes�Ànally�rested�on�Hal’s�briefcase,�abandoned�next�to�his�Àling�
FDELQHW��%HVLGH�KHU��+DO�VQLIIHG�

� Her�eyes�Àxed�on�his�briefcase,�Jean�said�to�her�colleague,�“Thank�you�for�
FRPLQJ�LQWR�ZRUN�WRGD\�µ�7KHQ��VWUDLJKWHQLQJ�KHU�VKRXOGHUV��VKH�WXUQHG�KHU�EDFN�WR�

WKH�ZLQGRZ�DQG�WKH�FLW\�EH\RQG��DQG�PDUFKHG�EDFN�WR�KHU�FXELFOH�
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0XP�JURSHV�DW�WKH�SHHOLQJ�EDUN�RI �VRIWZRRGV�DQG�WKH�URXJK�DUPRXU�RI �KDUGZRRGV�

as�she�walks�on.�She�snaps�the�branches�that�stick�out�into�the�path.�Her�Àngers�
HQFLUFOH�WKHP��D�EUDFHOHW�RI �ZKLWH�NQXFNOHV��DQG�WKH�GHDG�OLPEV�DUH�EURNHQ�IURP�

WKHLU�ORRPLQJ�ERGLHV��6KH�WUXGJHV�IRUZDUG��VWLOO�JULSSLQJ�WKH�WZLJV��VLOHQW��,�NQRZ�

WKDW�DW�OHDVW�WKH�WUHHV�DUH�OLVWHQLQJ��VR�,�VD\��´:KHQ�\RX�EUHDN�D�EUDQFK��OLNH�\RX�

MXVW�GLG��WKH�RWKHU�WUHHV�NQRZ³WKHUH·V�D�ZKROH�XQGHUJURXQG�QHWZRUN�RI �WUHH�YHLQV�

DQG�IXQJL�WKDW�FRQQHFW�VLPLODUO\�WR�WKH�ZD\�D�EUDLQ�GRHV�LQ�WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\��2U�DQ\�

DQLPDO�ERG\��UHDOO\�µ

� $́UH�\RX�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�PH�IHHO�JXLOW\�IRU�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�SDWK"µ�4XLHW��

1RW�TXLWH�PHQDFLQJ��

� ´1R�µ�,�VLJK�DQG�OHQJWKHQ�P\�VWULGH��´,�MXVW�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�FRRO��/LNH�GU\�

DGV�EHLQJ�UHDO�RU�VRPHWKLQJ��GR�\RX�UHPHPEHU�WKRVH�VWRULHV�8QFOH�(GGLH³"µ�

� Mum�stops�abruptly,�a�Ànger�to�her�lips,�and�rummages�in�her�rain�jacket.�
6KH�SXOOV�VHHGV�IURP�KHU�GHHS�SRFNHWV�DQG�EDODQFHV�WKHP�RQ�DQ�RXWVWUHWFKHG�KDQG��

6RIW�ZKLVWOLQJ��$�FKLFNDGHH�VZRRSV�GRZQ�DQG�ODWFKHV�RQWR�KHU�URXJK�VNLQ��SHFNV�

at�seeds�then�Áies�off.�She�tosses�the�remaining�seeds�off �the�path.�A�bird�Áits�
EHWZHHQ�XV��WRR�ODWH��

� :H�VWDOO�QH[W�LQ�IURQW�RI �D�\HOORZ�ELUFK�WUHH�GUDSHG�ZLWK�OLFKHQ��SODFH�RXU�

SDOPV�RQ�WKH�EDUN��,W·V�D�FKLOGKRRG�RI �WLQVHO�GUDSHG�FDUHOHVVO\�RYHU�HYHUJUHHQ��2OG�

PDQ·V�EHDUG��VLJQDO�RI �HYHU�FOHDQ�DLU��

� 0XP�FOHDUV�KHU�WKURDW�DQG�WXUQV�WR�PH��´,W·V�D�VLOO\�QDPH�µ�VKH�VD\V��´ROG�

PHQ�KDUGO\�HYHU�KDYH�EHDUGV�DQ\PRUH�µ

� ,�URFN�RQ�WKH�EDOOV�RI �P\�IHHW��LPSDWLHQW�WR�FRQWLQXH�DORQJ�WKH�SDWK��´8Q�

FOH�(GGLH�GLG�µ

� “I�think�its�scientiÀc�name�is�pretty:�usnea.�Ed�never�liked�to�use�the�prop�
HU�QDPHV�IRU�WKLQJV��(YHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�NLGV�KH·G�FDOO�PH�E\�VWXSLG�PDGH�XS�SHW�

names,”�she�replies,�brushing�her�Áuffy�hair�from�her�face.�A�glint�of �silver�catches�
LQ�WKH�VXQ��´:RXOG�\RX�OLNH�PH�WR�WDNH�WKH�EDFNSDFN�IURP�\RX"µ

� ´1R��,·P�KDSS\��$QG�\RX·UH�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�FDUHIXO��<RX�VKRXOGQ·W�ULVN�

VWUDLQLQJ�\RXU�EDFN�DJDLQ�µ

� ,�VWHS�LQ�IURQW�RI �0XP��GHIWO\�SXOO�D�SLHFH�RI �2OG�0DQ·V�%HDUG�IURP�WKH�

WUHH��%DFNZRRGV�FRWWRQ�FDQG\��P\�XQFOH�FDOOHG�LW��D�QLFNQDPH�WKDW�SURPSWHG�P\�

FRXVLQV�WR�VDPSOH�WKH�OLFKHQ�RQ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�RFFDVLRQ��,�LPDJLQH�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�

ODZ\HUV·�DQG�EDQNHUV·�VXLWV�QRZ��SXOOLQJ�SODQWV�DQG�IXQJL�IURP�WKH�HDUWK��QLEEOLQJ�RQ�

pigeon�berries,�licking�dew�from�their�Àngers.�Chuckling,�I�inch�my�stolen�Àngerful�
RI �OLFKHQ�LQWR�WKH�SRFNHW�RI �P\�MDFNHW�KRSLQJ�WKDW�,·OO�IRUJHW�DERXW�LW��$�UHGLVFRYHU\�

ZLOO�EULQJ�PH�EDFN�WR�WKLV�PRPHQW�EHVLGH�WKH�\HOORZ�ELUFK��YLYLG�DQG�XQH[SHFWHG��

� %HKLQG�PH��0XP�LV�ZHDYLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�SDWK��8QFOH�(GGLH·V�RYHUVL]HG�UXE�

EHU�ERRWV�DUH�NQHH�KLJKV�RQ�KHU��FOXQN\��,�WHOO�P\VHOI �WKDW�WKH\�DUH�QRW�VXFNLQJ�KHU�

ERG\�LQVLGH�OLWWOH�E\�OLWWOH��WKRVH�WZR�WDOO�ERRW�VKDSHG�YRLGV�WKDW�JURXQG�KHU��,�ZLVK�
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WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�VWRS�VR�,�FDQ�PDNH�KHU�VLW�GRZQ��VR�,�FDQ�SXOO�WKH�ERRWV�RII �RI �KHU��

VR�,�FDQ�ZDWFK�KHU�XQPRRUHG�EDUH�IHHW�WURPS�RYHU�WKH�PXOFK��URRWV��DQG�PRVV��6R�,�

FDQ�FKHFN�WR�VHH�LI �KHU�IHHW�DUH�VWLOO�WKHUH�DW�DOO��

� $W�D�VKDUS�LQFOLQH�ZH�FODVS�KDQGV�DQG�,�SXOO�KHU�XS��7KH�JURXQG�LV�VOLFN�

ZLWK�PXG�IURP�D�UHFHQW�VWRUP��WKH�VRUW�RI �GRZQSRXU�WKDW�OHIW�EDVHPHQWV�WRR�ZHW�

DQG�FDUV�LQ�GULYHZD\V�DQG�QRW�HQRXJK�FDQGOHV�LQ�WKH�FDQGOH�GUDZHU��

0XP·V�EUHDWK�LV�KHDY\��ZDUP�RQ�WKH�FRROLQJ�IDOO�DLU��DQG�,�NQRZ�ZKLFK�VPHOOV�VKH�

VHHNV��6KH�EHJLQV��´,�FDQ�VPHOO³µ�

� ´3HDW��VSUXFH�VDS³µ�

� ´³VDOW�ZDWHU��DOPRVW��,W·V�PDVNHG�E\�WKH�EURRN�DURXQG�WKH�EHQG�µ�

� %RWK�RI �XV�RQ�WRS�RI �WKH�ULGJH�QRZ��,�DGMXVW�WKH�VWUDSV�RI �P\�EDFNSDFN��

WKH\·YH�ORRVHQHG�LQ�WKH�PXGG\�VWUXJJOH��)URP�EHKLQG��0XP·V�KDQGV�JUDSSOH�DW�

WKH�]LSSHUV��,�VKLIW�P\VHOI �WR�IDFH�KHU��´,W�PXVW�EH�JHWWLQJ�KHDY\�µ�VKH�VD\V�ZLWKRXW�

WDNLQJ�KHU�H\HV�RII �WKH�EDJ��+HU�KDQGV�DUH�RSHQ��DVNLQJ�WR�FDUU\�LW�

� ,�VWHS�D�IHZ�SDFHV�DZD\��RQWR�KLJKHU�JURXQG��´1RW�DW�DOO�µ

� A�Áicker�of �jealousy�or�sadness�plays�on�her�face,�crinkled�against�the�
VXQ·V�ORZ�DQJOH���

� ´<RX·YH�JURZQ�QHZ�ZULQNOHV�µ�,�UHPDUN��

� ´6R�KDYH�\RX�µ�VKH�UHSOLHV��

� :H�FRQWLQXH�RXU�DVFHQW�DV�VKDGRZV�OHQJWKHQ�DFURVV�XV�DW�LQWHUYDOV��,I �ZH�

ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�WXUQ�EDFN��RQH�RI �XV�ZRXOG�KDYH�VXJJHVWHG�LW�DOUHDG\���

,Q�IURQW�RI �XV��WKH�WUHHV�EHJLQ�WR�WKLQ��,�UHDFK�WKH�FOHDULQJ�EHIRUH�0XP�GRHV��7KH�

JUDVV�LV�VWLII �DQG�\HOORZ�KHUH��FDOI�KLJK��6RIWHU�SDWFKHV�RI �PRVV�DQG�UHG�EOXHEHUU\�

OHDYHV�VSURXW�LQ�EHWZHHQ��7KH�JURXQG�LV�WUDPSOHG�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI �WKH�FOLII��WKHQ�

WKHUH·V�RFHDQ��WKHQ�KRUL]RQ��´:KHQ�\RX�ZHUH�D�NLG�µ�0XP�FDFNOHV�IURP�EHKLQG�

WKH�VKDGRZ\�WUHH�OLQH��´\RX�XVHG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�ZLWFKHV�OLYHG�LQ�WKHVH�ZRRGV�EH�

FDXVH�(GGLH�WROG�\RX�WKDW�VWRU\�DERXW�ZLWFKHV·�EURRPV�DQG�ZLWFKHV·�EXWWHU��'R�\RX�

UHPHPEHU�WKDW"µ

� ,�VPLOH��7KH�VWRU\�ZKHUH�ZLWFKHV�VWRUHG�WKHLU�EURRPV�LQ�WUHHV�VR�QDXJKW\�

NLGV�OLNH�PH�FRXOGQ·W�VWHDO�WKHP�IRU�MR\�ULGHV�DQG�WKH�ZLWFKHV�WKHPVHOYHV�KLG�RXW�LQ�

WKH�ROG�DEDQGRQHG�KXQWLQJ�ORGJH�ZKHUH�WKH\�FRRNHG�XS�ORVW�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�EXQQLHV�

DQG�FKLSPXQNV�LQ�D�ZLWFKHV·�EXWWHU�JUDY\��´<HV�µ�,�MRLQ�LQ��6WLOO�ODXJKLQJ��VKH�ZDONV�

RXW�LQWR�WKH�FOHDULQJ��FUXVWHG�ZLWK�OHDYHV�DQG�VWLFNV�DQG�GHEULV���

� ,�SXW�WKH�EDFNSDFN�GRZQ�DQG�ZH�FURZG�WRJHWKHU��0XP�XQ]LSV�WKH�EDJ�DQG�

ZH�SXOO�8QFOH�(GGLH·V�XUQ�RXW�IURP�LW��:H�GLJ�D�KROH�ZLWK�RXU�KDQGV�LQ�WKH�URFN\�

GLUW��&KLSSHG�QDLOV��GLVSODFHG�ZRUPV��&DUHIXO�WR�SRXU�WKH�DVK�EDFN�LQ�EHIRUH�WKH�

GLUW���

� $IWHUZDUGV��ZH�GDQJOH�RXU�OHJV�RYHU�WKH�VLGH�RI �WKH�FOLII �DQG�EUHDWKH�ZLWK�

WKH�VHD�XQWLO�GDUN��0XP�SXOOV�KHU�ERRWV�RII �DQG�ZH�VOHHS�RQ�WKH�JUDVV�EHQHDWK�WKH�

VWDUV�WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV�RI �(GGLH�LQ�YRLFHV�OLNH�FULFNHWV��,�LPDJLQH�HDFK�SDUWLFOH�RI �DVK�LV�
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D�VHHG�WKDW�ZLOO�JURZ�D�WUHH�RQ�WKLV�EDOG�SDWFK�DERYH�WKH�VHD���

� $V�,�IDOO�DVOHHS�,�WKLQN�,�VHH�WKH�WUHHV�UHDFKLQJ�IRU�PH��

� 2Q�WKH�ZD\�EDFN�KRPH�0XP�GRHV�QRW�EUHDN�DQ\�EUDQFKHV����
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0DU\�ZDVQ·W�H[SHFWLQJ�PXFK�IRU�KHU�ELUWKGD\��

$IWHU�DOO��VKH�RQO\�PDGH��������DQ�KRXU�DW�KHU�MRE�VHOOLQJ�RYHUSULFHG�IXUQLWXUH��6KH�

FRXOGQ·W�HYHQ�SD\�UHQW�E\�KHUVHOI��ZKLFK�PHDQW�VKH�DOVR�FRXOGQ·W�DIIRUG�ELUWKGD\�

FHOHEUDWLRQV��

But�Mary�was�still�thankful.�Not�that�she�was�turning�a�year�older�(twenty-Àve,�no�
WKDQN�\RX���RU�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�HQGXUH�DQRWKHU�VWLOWHG�ELUWKGD\�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�

ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU�WKH�QH[W�GD\��0DU\�ZDV�WKDQNIXO�IRU�0DWW³KHU�ER\IULHQG��RU��LQ�

KHU�PRWKHU·V�ZRUGV��´WKH�UHDVRQ�0DU\�FRXOG�SD\�KHU�UHQW�µ�

´7KDW·V�QRW�ZKDW�LW·V�DERXW�µ�VKH·G�JUXPEOHG�ZKHQ�VLWWLQJ�LQ�KHU�PRWKHU·V�NLWFKHQ�

VL[�PRQWKV�DJR��MXVW�DIWHU�0DU\�DQQRXQFHG�0DWW�ZRXOG�EH�PRYLQJ�LQ��

´8K�KXK��7KLV�MXVW�KDSSHQV�WR�FRLQFLGH�ZLWK�\RX�ORVLQJ�\RXU�VHFRQG�MRE"µ�

0DU\�KDG�ZDQWHG�WR�WKURZ�KHU�PRP·V�JODVV�RI �ZLQH�EDFN�LQ�KHU�IDFH��%XW�WRQLJKW��

DV�VKH�VWURGH�LQWR�KHU�RZQ�DSDUWPHQW��0DU\�SRXUHG�KHUVHOI �D�JODVV�RI �KHU�RZQ�

IURP�WKH�FKHDS�ERWWOH�KHU�FR�ZRUNHU�KDG�JLYHQ�KHU�DQG�0DWW�DW�&KULVWPDV�WKH�

PRQWK�EHIRUH��7DNLQJ�D�VLS��VKH�IHOW�WULXPSKDQW��

6FUHZ�\RX��0RP��VKH�WKRXJKW��:H·YH�PDGH�LW�WKLV�IDU��

)RU�0DU\��WKH�\HDU�WKH\·G�EHHQ�WRJHWKHU�UHDOO\�ZDV�IDU��$W�WZHQW\�IRXU��KH�ZDV�KHU�

Àrst�serious�boyfriend.�Moving�in�together�was�the�only�real�adult�thing�she’d�ever�
GRQH��

Matt�was�a�grad�student�in�anthropology—the�kind�of �Àeld�her�aristocratic�parents�
KDG�WKRXJKW�VKRZHG�SURPLVH��XQWLO�WKH\�IRXQG�RXW�KH�KDG�QR�SODQV�WR�JHW�D�3K'�

DQG�ZDVQ·W�VXUH�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�KLV�XSFRPLQJ�VHFRQG�GHJUHH��+H�KDG�FORVH�

FURSSHG�EURZQ�KDLU��D�ZULQNOHG�EOXH�WLH�KH�ZRUH�IRU�KLV�MRE�DV�D�WHDFKLQJ�DVVLVWDQW��

DQG�WKH�NLQG�RI �DZNZDUG�VZDJJHU�RI �VRPHRQH�ZKR�RQFH�WKRXJKW�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�

WR�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI �WKHPVHOYHV��

+H�ZDVQ·W�PXFK��EXW�KH�SDLG�UHQW�DQG�ZDV�DOO�ULJKW�LQ�EHG�DQG�WROG�0DU\�KH�ORYHG�

KHU�DIWHU�D�FRXSOH�RI �EHHUV��+H�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VKH·G�FKRVHQ��DQG�0DU\�KDG�

FKRVHQ�YHU\�OLWWOH�LQ�OLIH��6R�VKH�NHSW�FKRRVLQJ�0DWW��

0DU\�GURSSHG�KHU�SODVWLF�ZLQH�JODVV�LQWR�WKH�VLQN��DOUHDG\�IXOO�WR�WKH�EULP�ZLWK�GLVK�

HV��6KH�IURZQHG�DW�WKH�VLJKW��EXW�LW�ZDVQ·W�RXW�RI �WKH�RUGLQDU\��7KH�HQWLUH�DSDUWPHQW�
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ZDV�D�PHVV��0DU\�DQG�0DWW�ZHUH�QHYHU�KRPH��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH��QHLWKHU�KDG�WLPH�

WR�FOHDQ��'LUW\�GLVKHV�ZHUH�ZDVKHG�DV�QHHGHG��7KHLU�UHFHQWO\�UHVFXHG�FDOLFR�SHHG�

UHJXODUO\�LQ�WKH�FRDW�FORVHW�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�VWXII �HYHU\ZKHUH��0DU\�WROG�KHUVHOI �VKH�

OLNHG�WKH�FKDRV��6KH�DOVR�NQHZ�KHU�PRWKHU�FRXOG�QHYHU�VHH�LW���

6KH�JODQFHG�DW�KHU�SKRQH�IRU�WKH�WLPH��*UDGHV�ZHUH�GXH�WRGD\�DQG�0DWW�ZDV�NQRZQ�

IRU�QRW�JHWWLQJ�WKHP�LQ�RQ�WLPH��6KH�ZDVQ·W�H[SHFWLQJ�KLP�KRPH�IRU�D�IHZ�PRUH�

KRXUV�DQG�ZDVQ·W�HYHQ�VXUH�KH�ZRXOG�EH�KRPH�IRU�PRVW�RI �KHU�ELUWKGD\�WRPRUURZ��

%LUWKGD\V�ZHUH�D�ORQHO\�DIIDLU��DOZD\V�KDG�EHHQ��6KH�ZDV�DQ�RQO\�FKLOG�DQG�0DWW�

wasn’t�very�talkative�even�when�he�was�on�time.�Still,�twenty-Àve�felt�like�a�big�deal.�
Not�the�kind�of �thing�you�should�be�alone�for.�(Was�twenty-Àve�a�big�deal?�If �it�
ZDV��VKH�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�WR�GZHOO�RQ�ZKDW�WKDW�PHDQW���+HU�JODVV�HPSW\��VKH�VHWWOHG�

KHUVHOI �LQWR�EHG�IRU�D�QDS���

6KH�ZRNH�QRW�ZLWK�WKH�VRXQG�RI �D�GRRU�EDQJLQJ�RSHQ��RU�D�MR\RXV�UXPEOH�RI �

´+RQH\��,·P�KRPH�µ�6KH�GLGQ·W�ZDNH�DW�DOO��LQ�IDFW��XQWLO�0DWW�SRNHG�KHU�LQ�WKH�

shoulder,�repeatedly.�She�blinked,�struggling�to�focus�on�Matt�and�his�wolÀsh�grin,�
WLH�KDQJLQJ�ORRVH��$QG�ZLWK�D�FDQ�RI �EHHU�LQ�KLV�KDQG��6KH�KDOI�H[SHFWHG�KLP�WR�

RIIHU�LW�WR�KHU��+H�GLGQ·W��

´0DU\��GLG�\RX�NQRZ"µ�KH�VDQJ��RII�NH\��0DU\�UROOHG�KHU�H\HV��6KH�KHOG�XS�D�KDQG��

DQG�KH�SXOOHG�KHU�LQWR�D�VLWWLQJ�SRVLWLRQ��

´&KULVWPDV�ZDV�D�PRQWK�DJR�µ�VKH�VDLG��YRLFH�VWLOO�JURJJ\�IURP�VOHHS�

´6D\V�\RX�µ�

´:KHQ�GLG�\RX�JHW�KRPH"µ�VKH�DVNHG��6KH�IXPEOHG�IRU�KHU�SKRQH�RQ�KHU�QLJKW�

stand,�surprised�when�Matt�handed�it�to�her.�It�was�after�midnight.�OfÀcially�her�
ELUWKGD\��

´,�ZHQW�RXW�IRU�D�ZHH�GUDP�DW�WKH�SXE��*RW�D�ELW�GLVWUDFWHG�µ�

´:HH�GUDP�µ�VKH�VFRIIHG��´:KDW�DUH�\RX��6FRWWLVK"µ�

$́�TXDUWHU��DFWXDOO\�µ�,W�ZDV�WKLV�NLQG�RI �WZLQNOLQJ�DPXVHPHQW�DW�KLV�RZQ�SRPSRXV�

ness�that�had�attracted�Mary�to�him�in�the�Àrst�place.�It�poked�unpleasantly�at�her�
KHDUW�QRZ��+H�VDW�QH[W�WR�KHU�RQ�WKH�EHG��SXOOLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�IURP�RXW�RI �KLV�EDJ��,W�

ZDV�D�SUHVHQW�WKH�VL]H�RI �D�ERRN��ZUDSSHG�LQ�VOLJKWO\�ZULQNOHG�SDSHU���1RW�XVHG��MXVW�

FUXVKHG�XQGHU�D�SLOH�RI �VKRHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�FORVHW�WKH�FDW�KDG�SHHG�LQ���
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´,�WKRXJKW�ZH�FRXOG�GR�SUHVHQWV�QRZ�µ�KH�VDLG��JLYLQJ�KHU�D�KRSHIXO�VPLOH��+H�

VHHPHG�JHQXLQHO\�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�KLPVHOI��

0DU\�FRXOGQ·W�KHOS�EXW�EH�D�OLWWOH�SOHDVHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�WULHG��6KH�WRUH�LQWR�WKH�SDSHU�

without�grace,�revealing�a�white�box.�She�discarded�the�top�on�the�Áoor.�Inside�was�
D�ER[�RI �WZR�GR]HQ�FKRFRODWHV��7KH�NLQG�\RX�FRXOG�JHW�DW�DQ\�JURFHU\�VWRUH��ZLWK�

each�Áavour�repeated�twice.�She�stared�at�it,�and�then�looked�away.�She�didn’t�want�
KLP�WR�WKLQN�VKH�ZDVQ·W�JUDWHIXO��EXW³VKH�ZDVQ·W��

´7KHUH·V�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�XQGHUQHDWK�µ�0DWW�VDLG��PDNLQJ�QR�DWWHPSW�WR�VWXG\�KHU�

H[SUHVVLRQ��0DU\�SLFNHG�WKH�ER[�EDFN�XS�DQG�SXOOHG�RXW�D�UXOHG�QRWHERRN�ZLWK�

HLJKW\�VKHHWV�RI �SDSHU��

6KH�ZDQWHG�WR�FU\��

´1RW�PXFK�µ�0DWW�VDLG��´EXW�LW·V�WKH�WKRXJKW�WKDW�FRXQWV�µ�

6XGGHQO\�0DU\�IHOW�YHU\�VWXSLG��0DWW�KDG�WULHG��7KDW�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�KHU�SDUHQWV�

were�likely�to�do.�She�leaned�in�to�kiss�him.�He�kissed�her�back,�Àrmly,�and�then�lay�
EHVLGH�KHU�LQ�EHG��0DU\�VWDUHG�XS�DW�WKH�FHLOLQJ�IDQ��ZKLUULQJ�DQG�VSUHDGLQJ�D�FKLOO�

WKURXJKRXW�WKH�URRP��6KH�ZDV�FROG��EXW�WRR�OD]\�WR�WXUQ�LW�RII��

6KH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�WKH�VL[�PRQWK�DXGLR�ERRN�VXEVFULSWLRQ�VHUYLFH�VKH·G�SODQQHG�WR�

JLYH�0DWW�IRU�KLV�ELUWKGD\�QH[W�PRQWK��LW�FRVW�����EXFNV��6KH·G�WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKHLU�

Àrst�birthdays�together�were�when�major�gifts�would�be�given,�ones�that�mattered.�
,W·V�WKH�WKRXJKW�WKDW�FRXQWV��0DU\�UHPLQGHG�KHUVHOI��6KH�VKRXOG�EH�JUDWHIXO�WR�JHW�

VRPHWKLQJ�DW�DOO��0RVW�RI �DOO��VKH�VKRXOG�EH�JUDWHIXO�0DWW�ZDV�VWLOO�WKHUH��VXSSRUWLQJ�

KHU��

%XW�ZKHQ�VKH�ORRNHG�DW�KLV�EDUH�FKHVW��ULVLQJ�JHQWO\�XS�DQG�GRZQ��VKH�IHOW�OLNH�

VRPHRQH�KDG�FDUYHG�RXW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�KDG�RQFH�IHOW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KHU��,W�GLGQ·W�

KXUW��H[DFWO\��MXVW�IHOW�RGG��7KH�SUREOHP�ZLWK�KHU�SUHVHQW�ZDVQ·W�WKDW�0DWW�KDG�WKH�

ZURQJ�WKRXJKWV��VKH�MXVW�ZDVQ·W�VXUH�KH·G�WKRXJKW�DW�DOO��

´%DEH�µ�KH�PXUPXUHG�EHVLGH�KHU��6KH�JODQFHG�DW�KLP�

´<HDK"µ�

´,�FKHFNHG�WKH�IULGJH�WRQLJKW�µ�KH�VDLG�LQWR�KLV�SLOORZ��´ZH·UH�RXW�RI �PLON��*LPPH�

\RXU�QRWHERRN�DQG�,·OO�ZULWH�LW�GRZQ�µ�

:RUGOHVVO\��0DU\�SDVVHG�KLP�WKH�QRWHERRN�DQG�D�SHQ�IURP�KHU�EHGVLGH�WDEOH��



��

´:LOO�,�KDYH�WR�JR�JHW�WKH�PLON"µ�VKH�DVNHG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�GRQH��D�KLQW�RI �DQJHU�

HGJLQJ�DW�KHU�YRLFH��

´1DK�µ�KH�UHSOLHG��´,W·V�\RXU�ELUWKGD\�µ

�

:KHQ�KH�FORVHG�KLV�H\HV��0DU\�FORVHG�KHUV��6KH�WULHG�WR�IHHO�JUDWHIXO��DQG�WKRXJKW�

WR�KHUVHOI��ZHOO��DW�OHDVW�KH�WKLQNV�VRPHWLPHV��
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� :KHQ�WKH�LFH�JRHV��WKHUH�LV�D�VRXQG��
� $�FKRLU�RI �ZKLVSHUV��
� 7KHQ�VXGGHQO\��ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV�VROLG�IRRWLQJ��
� MXVW�D�PRYLQJ�ULYHU��
� 1R�RQ�WULHV�WR�KROG�WKH�LFH�EDFN�IURP�ZKHUH�LW�PXVW�JR�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�
� EHFDXVH�LW�MXVW�JRHV�
� DQG�LW�PXVW�JR��
� 6R��LW�ZDV�LQFDOFXODEOH�WKDW�KH�NHSW�FDOOLQJ��$IWHU�WKDW�QLJKW�LQ�WKH�SDUNDGH��

ZKHQ�,�VDW�LQ�P\�ORFNHG�FDU�VFUHDPLQJ�´*RGGDPPLW�OHW�PH�JRµ�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�DJDLQ�

ZKLOH�KH�VWRRG�DW�WKH�GULYHU·V�VLGH�GRRU�VWDULQJ�LQ�DW�PH��KLV�SDOPV�SUHVVHG�WR�WKH�

window.�After�he�dented�the�door�with�his�Àst�when�I�refused�to�unlock�it.�After�I�
GURYH�RII��MHUNLQJ�WKH�FDU�DURXQG�WKH�FRUQHU�WR�WKH�VWUHHW��ZLWK�WKDW�DZIXO�SLFWXUH�RI �

KLP�UXQQLQJ�DIWHU�PH�LQ�WKH�UHDUYLHZ�PLUURU�DQG�WKH�VLFNHQLQJ�VRXQG�RI �P\�KHDUW�

LQ�P\�HDUV��

� ,�VSHQW�WZR�QLJKWV�LQ�D�KRWHO�URRP�,�FRXOG�QRW�DIIRUG��,�FDOOHG�P\�PRWKHU�

DQG�DVNHG�KHU�ZK\�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�NHHS�PH�ZKHQ�,�RQO\�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�IUHH�DQG�VKH�

VDLG�´,�GRQ·W�NQRZ��7KDW�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDSSHQ�WR�PH�µ�VR�,�KXQJ�XS�WKH�SKRQH�DQG�

VWDUHG�DW�WKH�79�*XLGH�FKDQQHO�XQWLO�,�IHOO�DVOHHS�XQGHU�WKH�EOXH�JORZ��

� ´0HQ�JHW�DQJU\�µ�P\�IDWKHU�ZRXOG�VD\��ODWHU�

´+H�EUHDNV�WKLQJV�µ

´/LNH�NLFNV�D�FKDLU"µ

´0RUH�WKDQ�WKDW�µ

My�father�is�silent,�Àguring.�
“I�pushed�sometimes.�Maybe�it’s�just�me.�Whatever,�I’ll�be�Àne.”
6WDOOLQJ��´6R�\RX·UH�RN�WKHQ"µ

´1R�µ

� ,�VHH�WKLQJV�QRZ�EHFDXVH�,�ORRN�KDUG�DW�WKHP��GHPDQGLQJ�VRPH�DQVZHU�

RXW�RI �WKHP��D�UHPHG\��,�VWXG\�WKH�ZD\�OLJKW�DOWHUV�D�URRP��,�PHDVXUH�WKH�DOLJQPHQW�

RI �ERRN�VSLQHV�RQ�D�VKHOI��,�QRWLFH�WKH�GHVN�GUDZHUV�OHIW�DMDU�D�ELW��WKH�ZD\�D�VWDFN�

RI �SHQFLOV�IDOOV�DJDLQVW�WKH�HGJH�RI �D�FXS��7KHVH�DWWHPSWV�DW�RUGHU�GHIHDWHG�LQ�WKH�

WLQLHVW�RI �ZD\V��<HW�WKH�ERRNV�VWDQG�DQG�WKH�GUDZHUV�KROG�WKHLU�VHFUHWV�MXVW�WR�SURYH�

LW�FDQ�EH�GRQH��-XVW�WR�UHPLQG�PH�DQ\WKLQJ�FDQ�EH�GRQH��

� ,W·V�QRW�WLPH�WKDW�GRHV�LW��7LPH�GRHVQ·W�KHDO��\RX�NQRZ��,W·V�WKH��.�UXQV��

7KH�SDVWD��7KH�KRW�EDWKV�DQG�GUXQN�QLJKWV��(DUO\�RQ��WKH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI �WKH�XWWHU�

KHDUWEUHDN�LV�HDVLO\�GURZQHG�LQ�6DWXUGD\�QLJKWV�DQG�JLUOIULHQGV�DQG�PRYLHV�DQG�

FLJDUHWWHV��7KH�UHDO�SDLQ�WDNHV�FRXUDJH��VWDPLQD��/LNH�D�ORQJ�KLOO��7KH�VDUFDVP�DQG�

VHOI�GRXEW��NQRZLQJ�KH�NQRZV�ZKDW�\RXU�VNLQ�ORRNV�OLNH�LQ�HYHU\�SODFH�DQG�QRZ�KH·V�

MXVW�RXW�WKHUH�ZDONLQJ�DURXQG�ZLWK�VWUDQJHUV�DQG�QHZ�IULHQGV�DQG�DOO�WKDW�SRZHU��

7KH�WHQ�SRXQGV�WKDW�FDPH�EDFN�ZKLOH�\RX�ZHUH�KDSS\�WRJHWKHU�DQG�WKHQ�VWD\HG�

EHFDXVH�\RX�ZHUH�XQKDSS\�WRJHWKHU��7KH�IHDU�WKDW�KH�ZDV�\RXU�ODVW�JUHDW�ORYH��RU�



��

\RXU�RQO\�RQH��7KH�GLVFLSOLQH�LW�WDNHV�WR�GURS�WKH�FDOO��KDQJ�XS�WKH�SKRQH��6WLOO��\RX�

JHW�XS��WDNH�WKH�UXQ��HDW�WKH�HJJV��VLS�WKH�FRIIHH��GULYH�WR�ZRUN��PDNH�WKH�GHDGOLQHV��

FU\�WR�\RXU�ELJ�VLVWHU��HDW�WKH�GRQXW��FXUVH�\RXU�WKLJKV��FOHDQ�WKH�GLVKHV��UHWXUQ�WKH�

OLEUDU\�ERRNV��ZDWHU�WKH�SODQW��WKH�GULHG�RXW�SODQW��:KLOH�\RX·UH�GRLQJ�DOO�WKDW��WLPH�

KDSSHQV�WR�SDVV��$QG�WLPH�JHWV�DOO�WKH�IXFNLQJ�FUHGLW�

� 7KH�LFH�V NQRZV
� ZKHQ W·V�WLPH�WR�JR�
� %XW�,�GRQ·W�
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,QVSLUHG�E\��5REHUW�3LQVN\·V��6DPXUDL�6RQJ

´'HWDFKPHQW�LV�P\�VWUDWHJ\µ

(YHQ�WKH�YHLQV�DQG�ERQHV�ZKLFK�FRPSRVH�PH

DUH�XQQHFHVVDU\�

´1HHG�LV�P\�WDFWLFµ��WKRXJK�

HYHQ�,�GRQ·W�QHHG�PXFK�

6XVWHQDQFH�LV�VDWLVI\LQJ��EXW�,�GRQ·W�QHHG�LW�

'ULYH�LV�HQWLFLQJ��EXW��VWLOO��,�GRQ·W�QHHG�LW�

/LIH�LV�D�EOHVVLQJ��EXW�GR�,�QHHG�LW"

3UREDEO\�QRW³IRU�ZKHQ�P\�FRUH�URWV�

DQG�WKHUH�UHPDLQV��QRWKLQJ�EXW�PLQH³$ODEDVWHU�

VWDJQDQW�

7KH\·OO�UHFRPSRVH�LQWR�WKH�URRWV�RI �D�VLPSOHU

VWDWH�RI �EHLQJ��D�GHOLFDWH�GDLV\�

VLQ�WKRXJKWV�RI �QHHG��QRW�D�EUHDWK�ZDVWHG�RQ�WKH�UHPRUVH�RI �ZDQW�

ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�PHDQV���

0\�VSLULW�UHOHDVHG�

QR�VWUDWHJ\�

QR�DWWDFKPHQW�

QR�QHHG��
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