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T h e  S H IF T  C o n fe re n c e  is  a n  a n n u a l p la n n in g  c o n fe re n c e  o rg a n iz e d  b y  th e  M a s te r  o f  P la n n in g  s tu d e n t s  a t  
D a lh o u s ie  U n iv e rs it y . E v e r y  y e a r  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a t t ra c t s  s t u d e n t s , p ro fe s s io n a ls , a c a d e m ic s  a s  w e ll a s  m e m b e rs  
o f  t h e  p u b lic  in  t h e  p u rs u it  o f  e x p lo r in g  re le v a n t  p la n n in g  th e m e s  in  t h e  H a lifa x  R e g io n a l M u n ic ip a lit y . T h e  2 0 1 9  
S H IF T  P la n n in g  C o n fe re n c e  d is c u s s e d  th e  s u b je c t  o f  e q u it y  in  p la n n in g  a n d  th e  ro le  t h a t  a d v o c a c y  p la n n in g  
h a s  in  p la n n in g  p ra c t ic e s . A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 1 9  c o n fe re n c e , it  w a s  d e te rm in e d  th a t  t h e  th e m e  o f  e q u it y  w a s  
to o  la rg e  to  b e  c o v e re d  in  ju s t  o n e  c o n fe re n c e , w h ic h  re s u lte d  in  t h e  d e c is io n  to  m a k e  e q u it y  t h e  th e m e  o f  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  o n e  a g a in  in  2 0 2 0 . T h e  2 0 2 0  S h if t  C o n fe re n c e  to o k  p la c e  o v e r  a  t h re e -d a te  p e r io d , b e g in n in g  o n  th e  
e v e n in g  o f  T h u rs d a y , M a rc h  5 th  a n d  th e n  c o n t in u in g  o n  F r id a y , M a rc h  6 th  a n d  S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  7 th . F o r  t h e  2 0 2 0  
c o n fe re n c e , e q u it y -re la te d  to p ic s  ra n g e d  f ro m  s h o r t-te rm  re n ta ls ’ im p a c t  o n  a ff o rd a b ilit y  to  a c c e s s ib ilit y  in  t h e  
p u b lic  re a lm  re g a rd in g  p u b lic  to ile t s . T h e  fo llo w in g  re p o r t  w ill d e s c r ib e  th e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e , in c lu d in g  
a  P e c h a  K u c h a , le c tu re s , p a n e l d is c u s s io n s , a  n e tw o rk in g  e v e n t  a n d  e v e n  a  fi lm  s c re e n in g . T h e  re p o r t  a im s  to  
re fl e c t  o n  th e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a s  w e ll a s  e x p o s e  p o s s ib le  a re a s  o f  im p ro v e m e n t  to  b u ild  a  s u c c e s s fu l 
c o n fe re n c e  in  2 0 2 1 .
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SCHEDULE
SEAHORSE TAVERN, HALIFAX

THURSDAY MARCH 5
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SCHEDULE
ALDERNEY THEATRE, DARTMOUTH

FRIDAY MARCH 6
8 :3 0  A M 	 R e g is t ra t io n
9 :0 0  A M 	 O p e n in g  C e re m o n y
		  D a lh o u s ie  E ld e r  in  R e s id e n c e  G e r i M u s q u a -L e b la n c
		  M a y o r  M ik e  S a v a g e
9 :3 0  A M 	 K e y n o te  S p e a k e r  - H a p p y  C it y
		  H o u s s am  E lo k d a
1 0 :3 0  A M 	 B re a k
1 0 :4 5  A M 	 P a n e l D is c u s s io n  - A c c e s s ib ilit y
		  A m a n d a  C a s e y
		  A n g e la  H e n d e rs o n
		  L e z lie  L o w e
		  S e b a s t ia n  S a la z a r
1 2 :1 5  PM 	 L u n c h
1 :3 0  PM 	 K e y n o te  S p e a k e r  - P u b lic  W a s h ro o m  A c c e s s ib ilit y
		  L e z lie  L o w e
2 :3 0  PM 	 B re a k
3 :0 0  PM 	 W h o  G iv e s  a  S h if t ?  - Yo u th  P a n e l D is c u s s io n
		  A n d re  A n d e rs o n
		  J o s h  C re ig h to n
		  A s h le y  H ill
		  E lle n  Sm ith
4 :0 0  PM 	 C lo s in g  C e re m o n y
4 :3 0  PM 	 N e tw o rk in g  E v e n t  - C e lt ic  C o rn e r
7 :0 0  PM 	 F ilm  S c re e n in g  a n d  Q &A  P a n e l
		  T h e re ’s  S o m e th in g  in  t h e  W a te r
		  In g r id  W a ld ro n
		  D o re n e  B e rn a rd
		  M ic h e lle  P a u l
		  D a r le n e  G ilb e r t
		  B e n it a  B u n ju n
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SCHEDULE
NORTH END MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY, HALIFAX

SATURDAY MARCH 7

9 :0 0  A M 	 R e g is t ra t io n
9 :3 0  A M 	 K e y n o te  S p e a k e r  - In e q u it y  a n d  E x c lu s io n
		  Te d  R u t la n d
1 0 :3 0  A M 	 B re a k
1 0 :4 5  A M 	 P a n e l D is c u s s io n  - In e q u it y  a n d  E x c lu s io n
		  In g r id  W a ld ro n
		  Ir v in e  C a r v e r y
		  M a p fu m o  C h id z o n g a
		  D o re n e  B e rn a rd
1 2 :1 5  PM 	 L u n c h
1 :1 5  PM 	 K e y n o te  S p e a k e r  - E ff e c t s  o f  A irb n b  o n  A ff o rd a b le  		
		  H o u s in g
		  D a v id  W a c h sm u th
2 :3 0  PM 	 B re a k
2 :4 5  PM 	 P a n e l D is c u s s io n  - H o u s in g  A ff o rd a b ilit y
		  C la u d ia  J a h n
		  N e il L o v it t
		  J ill S n o w
		  B e t te  W a t s o n
		  Ve l O a k e s
		  P a u l D e c
		  J e n n y  L u g a r
4 :1 5  PM 	 C lo s in g  C e re m o n y
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A  P e c h a  K u c h a  e v e n t  a t  t h e  S e a h o rs e  Ta v e rn  k ic k e d  o ff  th e  S h if t  c o n fe re n c e  o n  T h u rs d a y  e v e n in g . T h e  e v e n in g  
w a s  fi lle d  w ith  in te re s t in g  c o n v e rs a t io n , e n g a g in g  p re s e n ta t io n s , a n d  n e tw o rk in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . T h e  id e a  b e h in d  
th e  P e c h a  K u c h a  e v e n t  is  to  h a v e  m a n y  p e o p le  s h a re  th e ir  id e a s  a n d  w o rk  w ith in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  o n e  e v e n in g . 
T h e re fo re , 2 0  s lid e s  a re  s h o w n  fo r  2 0  s e c o n d s  e a c h , a llo w in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  7  m in u te s  p e r  p re s e n te r. T h e  
p re s e n ta t io n s  w e re  fa s t -p a c e d  a n d  c o n c is e . T h e re  w e re  a  to t a l o f  8  p re s e n ta t io n s  o n  v a r io u s  th e m e s  o f  p la n n in g  
a n d  e q u it y . 

T h e  e v e n in g  s t a r te d  w ith  a  p re s e n ta t io n  f ro m  P lA N ifa x , L a u re n  W e s e lu c k  a n d  B re n d a n  L am b . P L A N ifa x  is  a  n o n -
p ro fi t  o rg a n iz a t io n  b a s e d  in  H a lifa x  w ith  a  fo c u s  o n  c o m m u n it y  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  e d u c a t io n  th ro u g h  v id e o  
fo rm a t . L a u re n  a n d  B re n d a n  e x p lo re d  v id e o  a s  a  m e d iu m  o f  s to r y te llin g . N e x t , N e ls o n  N o la n  f ro m  th e  To w n  
o f  B r id g e w a te r  d is c u s s e d  e n e rg y  p o v e r t y  a n d  B r id g e w a te r ’s  a ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g  p ro g ram . T h e n , K ie ra n  S te p a n  
f ro m  th e  P la n n in g  a n d  D e s ig n  C e n t re  e x p lo re d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  o p e n  s t re e t s . B e fo re  th e  n e tw o rk in g  in te rm is s io n , 
G io v a n n i A k e s o n  p re s e n te d  o n  in c lu s io n  a n d  s le d g e  h o c k e y . F o llo w in g  th e  in te rm is s io n , A ly s o n  D o b ro ta  f ro m  P B J  
D e s ig n  d is c u s s e d  p la c e m a k in g  in  t h e  c it y . T h e n , H a n n a  D a lt ro p  f ro m  L ig h t s h ip  S t ra te g ie s  e x p lo re d  in d ig e n o u s  
p la n n in g . L a s t ly , o n e  o f  t h e  k e y n o te  s p e a k e rs  f ro m  th e  c o n fe re n c e  D a v id  W a c h sm u th  e n d e d  th e  n ig h t  o ff  w ith  a  
p re s e n ta t io n  o n  u rb a n  g o v e rn a n c e . 

PECHA KUCHA
EVENT 

Lauren Weseluck 
Brendan Lamb
Nelson Nolan
Kieran Stepan 
Giovanni Akeson
Alyson Dobrota
Hanna Daltrop
David Wachsmuth 
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Geri Musqua-LeBlanc & Mayor Mike Savage 
T h e  c o n fe re n c e  b e g a n  w ith  th e  o p e n in g  c e re m o n ie s  w h ic h  c o n s is te d  o f  a  b le s s in g  f ro m  th e  E ld e r  G e r i M u s q u a -
L e B la n c  a n d  a n  a d d re s s  f ro m  M a y o r  M ik e  S a v a g e . G e r i M u s q u a -L e B la n c  is  a  c o o rd in a to r  fo r  D a lh o u s ie ’s  E ld e rs  in  
R e s id e n c e  p ro g ram  a n d  is  f ro m  th e  K e e s e e k o o s e  F ir s t  N a t io n . B o th  s p e a k e rs  re fl e c te d  o n  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
to p ic  o f  e q u it y . M a y o r  S a v a g e  w a s  h a p p y  th a t  t h is  to p ic  w a s  b e in g  re -v is it e d  fo r  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r. 

OPENING CEREMONY
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HAPPY CITIES
H o u s s am  E lo k d a  is  t h e  O p e ra t io n s  M a n a g e r  a n d  M a s te r  p la n n in g  L e a d  a t  H a p p y  C it y , a  Va n c o u v e r-b a s e d  u rb a n  
d e s ig n  a n d  p la n n in g  c o n s u lt a n c y  d e d ic a te d  to  m a k in g  c it ie s  h a p p ie r, h e a lth ie r  a n d  m o re  in c lu s iv e . H is  w o rk  is  
in fl u e n c e d  b y  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  a n  E g y p t ia n , a  C a n a d ia n , a  M u s lim  a n d  a  h u s b a n d . H o w  d o  o u r  c it ie s  in fl u e n c e  
th e  w a y  w e  m o v e , fe e l a n d  b e h a v e ?  In  t u rn , h o w  c a n  w e  h a rn e s s  t h e  in fl u e n c e  o f  c it ie s  to  im p ro v e  th e  w e llb e in g  
o f  a ll it s  c it iz e n s ?  H o u s s am  w o rk s  w ith  g o v e rn m e n t s  a n d  d e v e lo p e rs  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  to  e x p lo re  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  
a n d  c re a te  a c t io n a b le  s o lu t io n s . H is  w o rk  w ith  H a p p y  C it y  h a s  t a k e n  h im  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  to  p la c e s  s u c h  a s  
C a iro , D u b a i, R o t te rd am , a n d  e v e n  B r id g e w a te r, N o v a  S c o t ia . B e fo re  a ll o f  t h a t , H o u s s am  w a s  a n  a d v o c a te  fo r  
b e t te r  c it y  b u ild in g  in  H a lifa x , w o rk in g  w ith  lo c a l o rg a n iz a t io n s  s u c h  a s  I t ’s  M o re  T h a n  B u s e s  a n d  F u s io n  H a lifa x .

H is  k e y n o te  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  w o rk  h is  c o n s u lt in g  fi rm  is  e n g a g e d , w h a t  m a k e s  a  h a p p y  c it y . U s in g  th e  C h ic a g o  
h e a t  w a v e  o f  1 9 9 5  a s  a n  e x am p le  th e  e ff e c t s  o f  h a p p in e s s  in  t h e  c it y  w a s  d e m o n s t ra t in g . A n  e p id e m io lo g ic a l 
a s s e s sm e n t  o f  t h e  d e a th  to ll a ro u n d  th e  c it y  fo llo w in g  th e  t ra g e d y  re v e a le d  th a t  t h e  c o m m o n  th re a d  am o n g  th e  
m a jo r it y  o f  t h e  v ic t im s  w a s  th a t  t h e y  w e re  a lo n e , w ith o u t  a n y o n e  to  h e lp . T h is  t re n d  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  e v id e n t  w h e n  
c o m p a r in g  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d s  o f  E n g le w o o d  a n d  A u b u rn  G re s h am . A u b u rn  G re s h am  h a s  a  d e n s e  c o m m e rc ia l 
a re a , w ith  p le n t y  o f  fo o t  t raffi c  c o n n e c t io n  a n d  s o c ia l in te ra c t io n s . W h ile , E n g le w o o d  h a d  lo n g  d is t a n c e s  b e tw e e n  
am e n it ie s , n o t  m a n y  s c h o o ls , a n d  w a s  c u t  t h ro u g h  b y  m a jo r  ro a d s  a n d  h ig h w a y s  c re a t in g  a  d is c o n n e c te d  la y o u t  
a n d  s a y  m a n y  m o re  d e a th s  th a n  A u b u rn  G re s h am . 

D raw in g  f ro m  th is  e x am p le  a n d  th e  re s t  o f  t h e  w o rk  d o n e  a t  H a p p y  C it y , t h e re  s e v e ra l fa c to rs  id e n t ifi e d  th a t  
a ff e c t  w h a t  m a k e s  p e o p le  h a p p y . A f te r  y o u  c o re  n e e d s  a re  m e t , t h e  k e y  to  h a p p in e s s  is  s o c ia l c o n n e c te d n e s s  
a n d  le a d s  to  c o n s is te n t  le v e ls  o f  m e a n in g , b e lo n g in g , a n d  jo y  c o m e s  f ro m  s o c ia l re la t io n s h ip s . L o n g  c o m m u te s  
m a k e  p e o p le  m o re  s t re s s e d , re d u c in g  p ro d u c t iv it y  a n d  in c re a s in g  d iv o rc e  ra te s . C y c lis t s  a n d  p e d e s t r ia n s  a re  
h a p p ie r  c o m m u te rs  a n d  a  c o m m u n it y  w ith  n e a rb y  am e n it ie s  is  m o re  lik e ly  to  h a v e  m o re  w a lk in g /c y c lin g  
c o m m u te rs . H o w e v e r, t re n d s  re c e n t ly  a re  p u s h in g  lo w -in c o m e  p e o p le  to  t h e  o u t s k ir t s  o f  c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  
am e n it ie s  a re  fa r th e r  a p a r t , w h e re  v e h ic le s  b e c o m e  m o re  o f  a  n e c e s s it y , fu r th e r in g  a ff o rd a b ilit y  s t ru g g le s . 
C h ild re n  h a v e  b e c o m e  v ic t im s  o f  t h is  c a r  d e p e n d e n c y  a s  ro a d s  a re  u n s a fe  a n d  h o m e s  a re  fa r th e r  f ro m  s c h o o ls , 
re d u c in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  k id s  w a lk in g  to  s c h o o l. W h ile , d e n s e  c o m m e rc ia l a re a s , w ith  m a n y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  
s o c ia l m ix in g  in c re a s e s  in te ra c t io n s  a n d  h a p p in e s s , v e r t ic a l re s id e n t ia l d e n s it y  c a n  h a v e  th e  o p p o s ite  a ff e c t , 
is o la t in g  p e o p le . L e a d in g  to  p e o p le  in  h ig h  r is e  b u ild in g s  in  g e n e ra l fe e lin g  c ro w d e d , b u t  a ls o  lo n e lie r. B u ilt  fo rm  
c re a te s  c o n d it io n s  fo r  p e o p le  to  s o c ia lly  t h r iv e . A  s ig n ifi c a n t  c o m p o n e n t  is  h o w  lo n g  p e o p le  s t a y  in  t h e ir  h o u s e /
c o m m u n it y , a s  it  c a n  re -s h if t  fo c u s  o n  h o w  e a s y /m o re  lik e ly  it  is  to  c re a te  b o n d s .

H o u s s am  a ls o  d is c u s s e d  d iff e re n c e s  b e tw e e n  w h o  is  in  t h e  ro o m  v e rs u s  w h o  s h o u ld  b e  in  t h e  ro o m  fo r  
d is c u s s io n  o f  c h a n g in g  th e  s y s te m . N e w  v o ic e s  m e a n s  w e  n e e d  to  re d is t r ib u te  p o w e r. W h ile . re d is t r ib u t in g  
p o w e r  is  d iffi c u lt  b u t  n e c e s s a r y ; it  h e lp s  m a k e  c it ie s  t h a t  a re  s h a p e d  b y  e v e r y o n e  s o  th e re  is  g re a te r  s a t is fa c t io n . 
Va n c o u v e r ’s  in d ig e n o u s  re c o n c ilia t io n  is  a n  e x am p le  o f  t h is  a s  a  b lo c k  o f  la n d  in  d o w n to w n  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  b a c k  
to  in d ig e n o u s  g ro u p s . T h e y  d o n ’t  y e t  k n o w  w h a t  in d ig e n o u s  u rb a n ism  lo o k s  lik e  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  
th e  o p p o r tu n it y  to  d e v e lo p  in  t h is  m a n n e r  b e fo re . 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
HOUSSAM ELOKDA



1 8
SH IFT  C o n fe ren ce  F in a l R ep o rt

T h e  a c c e s s ib ilit y  p a n e l d is c u s s e d  p h y s ic a l a c c e s s ib ilit y  to  p la c e s , a c c e s s  to  s e r v ic e s , a n d  m e n ta l h e a lth  a s p e c t s  
o f  u rb a n  s p a c e s . T h e  p a n e lis t s  in c lu d e d  S e b a s t ia n  S a la z a r, A n g e la  H e n d e rs o n , A m a n d a  C a s e y , a n d  L e z lie  L o w e . 
S e b a s t ia n  S a la z a r  is  a n  u rb a n  p la n n e r  w h o  is  c u r re n t ly  t h e  C o m m u n it y  L ia is o n  fo r  t h e  C it y  o f  F re d e r ic to n . T h is  ro le  
a llo w s  h im  to  p a r tn e r  w ith  m a n y  c o m m u n it y  in it ia t iv e s  in  in c re a s in g  s o c ia l in c lu s io n  a n d  s t re n g th e n in g  s o c ia l 
c o h e s io n . S e b a s t ia n  is  in te n t  o n  u n d e rs t a n d in g  th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f  in te g ra t io n  fo r  d iv e rs e  c u ltu ra l c o m m u n it ie s  
a n d  g e n d e r  a n d  s e x u a l m in o r it ie s . A n g e la  H e n s e rs o n  is  a  C a n a d ia n  a r t is t , d e s ig n e r, a n d  e d u c a to r. H e r  p ra c t ic e  
e m e rg e s  f ro m  a  c o n t in u o u s  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  t h e  b u ilt  e n v iro n m e n t , fo c u s in g  o n  a b s e n c e  a s  a  g e n e ra t iv e  
c o n d it io n . A n g e la  e x p lo re s  t h e  in te rp la y  b e tw e e n  im a g in a r y  a n d  m a te r ia l c o n fi g u ra t io n  w ith in  c iv ic  s p a c e . 
A m a n d a  C a s e y  is  a n  a s s o c ia te  p ro fe s s o r  w ith in  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H u m a n  K in e t ic s  a t  S t . F ra n c is  X a v ie r  U n iv e rs it y . 
H e r  a p p lie d  re s e a rc h  p ro g ram  in v o lv e s  d e s ig n in g , im p le m e n t in g , a n d  e v a lu a t in g  c o m m u n it y -b a s e d  p a r t ic ip a to r y  
a c t io n  re s e a rc h  in  t h e  fi e ld  o f  d is a b ilit y  a n d  h e a lth . A m a n d a  fo c u s e s  o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  u n iv e rs a l d e s ig n  a n d  
s e e k s  to  fo s te r  e v id e n c e -b a s e d  p ra c t ic e  th a t  p ro m o te s  h e a lth  e q u it y  fo r  a t -r is k  p o p u la t io n s  in c lu d in g  p e o p le  w ith  
a u t ism  a n d  in te lle c tu a l d is a b ilit y . L a s t ly , L e z lie  L o w e  is  a  f re e la n c e  jo u rn a lis t , a  K in g ’s  C o lle g e  fa c u lt y  m e m b e r, a n d  
is  t h e  a u th o r  o f  N o  P la c e s  to  G o : H o w  P u b lic  To ile t s  F a il o u r  P r iv a te  N e e d s . S h e  h a s  b e e n  a  fi n a lis t  a n d  m u lt ip le  
w in n e r  a t  t h e  R a d io  Te le v is io n  D ig it a l N e w s  A s s o c ia t io n , t h e  A t la n t ic  J o u rn a lism  A w a rd s , a n d  th e  C a n a d ia n  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  J o u rn a lis t  a w a rd s . L e z lie  is  a  fa ile d  u rb a n  p la n n e r, a n d  h a s  a n  a b id in g  p a s s io n  fo r  e q u it y  in  p u b lic  
s p a c e s . 

T h e  fi rs t  d a y  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  w a s  t a k in g  p la c e  in  D o w n to w n  D a r tm o u th . T h e re fo re , it  w a s  th e  p e r fe c t  
o p p o r tu n it y  fo r  T im  R is s e s c o , t h e  E x e c u t iv e  D ire c to r  o f  t h e  D o w n to w n  D a r tm o u th  B u s in e s s  C o m m is s io n , to  
m o d e ra te  th e  p a n e l a n d  a s k  a c c e s s ib ilit y  q u e s t io n s . T h e s e  q u e s t io n s  in c lu d e d  (1 ) h o w  d o  w e  c re a te  s p a c e s  th a t  
a re  in c lu s iv e  fo r  e v e r y o n e ? , (2 ) m a n y  o f  o u r  c o m m e rc ia l p ro p e r t ie s  in  d o w n to w n  D a r tm o u th  a re  o ld , o u r  p ro p e r t y  
o w n e rs  a n d  b u s in e s s  o w n e rs  u n d e rs t a n d  th a t  it  is  b o th  g o o d  fo r  b u s in e s s  a n d  th e  r ig h t  t h in g  to  d o , to  m a k e  th e ir  
p h y s ic a l s p a c e s  a c c e s s ib le  to  a ll, b u t  fa c e  in c re d ib le  c o s t s  to  re t ro fi t  t h e ir  p ro p e r t ie s ; w h a t  a s s is t a n c e  is  a v a ila b le  
to  t h e m ? , (3 ) h o w  d o  w e  c o m b a t  s o c ia l is o la t io n ? , a n d  (4 ) in  D a r tm o u th , w e  h a v e  n e ig h b o u rs  t h a t  fa c e  s o c ia l 
is o la t io n  a n d  m e n ta l h e a lth  c h a lle n g e s ; w h a t  a re  s o m e  w a y s  							     
t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t r ie d  to  re s o lv e  th is  in  y o u r  c o m m u n it y ?  						    
T h is  a llo w e d  th e  p a n e l c o n v e rs a t io n  to  c o m e  to  							                                   
life  a s  p a n e lis t s  p ro v id e d  t a n g ib le  s o lu t io n s  to  c u r re n t  								      
a c c e s s ib ilit y  p ro b le m s  in  D o w n to w n  D a r tm o u th .

ACCESSIBILITY PANELAmanda Casey
Angela Henderson
Lezlie Lowe
Sebastian Salazar
Moderated by: Tim Rissesco
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PUBLIC WASHROOM ACCESSIBILITY
Le z lie  L o w e  is  a  f re e la n c e  jo u rn a lis t , a  K in g ’s  C o lle g e  fa c u lt y  m e m b e r, a n d  is  t h e  a u th o r  o f  N o  P la c e s  to  G o : 
H o w  P u b lic  To ile t s  F a il o u r  P r iv a te  N e e d s . In  t h is  k e y n o te  p re s e n ta t io n , L o w e  s t a r te d  o ff  b y  d e s c r ib in g  e v e r y d a y  
th in g s  th a t  w e  s e e , b u t  d o  n o t  t h in k  a b o u t . F o r  e x am p le , ro a d k ill, e v e r y o n e  h a s  s e e n  a  d e a r  o n  th e  s id e  o f  t h e  
ro a d , b u t  w h e re  d o e s  it  g o ?  T h e  p la c e  th o s e  a n im a ls  g o  is  h id d e n , s im ila r  to  p u b lic  b a th ro o m s . T h e n , L o w e  
d is c u s s e d  h a v in g  a  h a rd  t im e  le a v in g  th e  h o u s e  w ith  sm a ll c h ild re n , d u e  to  th e ir  b a th ro o m  n e e d s . C h ild re n  
n e e d  b a th ro o m s  m o re  f re q u e n t ly  a n d  u rg e n t ly  t h a n  a d u lt s . T h is  b ro u g h t  u s  to  L o w e ’s  c o n c e p t  o f  ‘b a th ro o m  
p r iv ile g e ’, v a r ia b le s  t h a t  in fl u e n c e  a n  in d iv id u a l’s  a b ilit y  to  a c c e s s  p u b lic  b a th ro o m s . A n  in d iv id u a l’s  g e n d e r, ra c e , 
c la s s , h e a lth , a b ilit y , a n d  h o u s in g  a ll im p a c t  t h e ir  a b ilit y  to  a c c e s s  p u b lic  b a th ro o m s . L o w e  a ls o  d is c u s s e d  m e n ’s  
v e rs u s  w o m e n ’s  b a th ro o m s  a s  t h e y  a re  u s u a lly  t h e  s am e  s iz e  d e s p ite  u r in a ls  t a k in g  u p  le s s  s p a c e . A lth o u g h  m e n  
t y p ic a lly  h a v e  m o re  to ile t s /u r in a ls , w o m e n  n e e d  to  u s e  th e  b a th  m o re  f re q u e n t ly , h a v e  m o re  re a s o n s  to  u s e  th e  
b a th ro o m , a n d  t a k e  lo n g e r  to  g o  to  th e  b a th ro o m . L o w e ’s  s o lu t io n  to  th is  p ro b le m  is  to  d e d ic a te  a  la rg e r  a re a  to  
w o m e n ’s  b a th ro o m s  th a n  m e n ’s . 

L o w e  d id  a  s h o r t  re a d in g  f ro m  h e r  b o o k  N o  P la c e s  to  G o : H o w  P u b lic  To ile t s  F a il o u r  P r iv a te  N e e d s . T h e  re a d in g  
w a s  f ro m  c h a p te r  6 , illu s t ra t in g  th e  m y th  o f  t h e  u n iv e rs a l u s e r. B a th ro o m s  a re  n o t  n e u t ra l s p a c e s  a n d  th e re  is  n o  
u n iv e rs a l u s e r. L o w e  e n d e d  th e  p re s e n ta t io n  w ith  d is c u s s in g  th e  p u b lic  p e rc e p t io n  o f  b a th ro o m s . T h e  p u b lic  
p e rc e iv e  b a th ro o m s  a s  s p a c e s  th a t  a re  ‘d ir t y ’ a n d  th e re fo re  a re  n o t  t a lk e d  a b o u t  o r  c h a n g e d . Is s u e s  w ith  p ro p e r t y  
v a lu e  m a k e  p e o p le  n o t  w a n t  p u b lic  b a th ro o m s  n e a r  t h e ir  h o u s e s . A n d  o v e ra ll, p u b lic  w a s h ro o m s  a re  a b o u t  
s t a tu s , w h o  d e s e r v e s  to  b e  u s in g  th e  c it y  a n d  a c c e s s in g  b a th ro o m s . 
F o llo w in g  th e  p re s e n ta t io n , t h e re  w a s  a  q u e s t io n  p e r io d  w h e re  L o w e  a n sw e re d  m a n y  q u e s t io n s  f ro m  th e  
a u d ie n c e . T h e  q u e s t io n s  s u r ro u n d in g  p u b lic  w a s h ro o m  s p e c ifi c s  in  H a lifa x , t h e  P o r t la n d  L o o , s o lu t io n s  H a lifa x  
c o u ld  a d o p t , a n d  p u b lic  b a th ro o m  s a fe t y . 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
LEZLIE LOW
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 T h e  F r id a y  a f te rn o o n  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  fe a tu re d  a  p a n e l t h a t  w a s  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  2 0 1 9  S H IF T  
c o n fe re n c e , m a d e  u p  e x c lu s iv e ly  o f  y o u th . T h e  m e m b e rs  w e re  m a d e  u p  o f  fo u r  y o u n g  a d u lt s , a ll a c t iv e  in  
t h e ir  c o m m u n it y  in  t h e ir  o w n  re g a rd . D e r ic o  S ym o n d s , a  c o m m u n it y  le a d e r  in  t h e  N o r th  E n d  w h o  h a s  b e e n  
c o n d u c t in g  y o u th , c o m m u n it y  a n d  s o c ia l ju s t ic e  w o rk  fo r  o v e r  1 5  y e a rs , m o d e ra te d  th e  p a n e l. T h e  m e m b e rs  
in c lu d e d  A s h le y  H ill, t h e  M a n a g e r  o f  Yo u th  P ro g ram s  w ith  th e  B la c k  B u s in e s s  In it ia t iv e . A n o th e r  p a n e lis t  J o s h  
C re ig h to n  is  life lo n g  re s id e n t  o f  t h e  N o r th  E n d  a n d  m e m b e r  o f  s e v e ra l c o m m u n it y  o rg a n iz a t io n s , in c lu d in g  th e  
YM C A  a n d  L e a v e  O u t  t h e  V io le n c e . C o m p le t in g  th e  w e ll-ro u n d e d  p a n e l w a s  E lle n  Sm ith , C h a ir  o f  t h e  H a lifa x  
Yo u th  A d v is o r y  C o m m it te e  a n d  A n d re  A n d e rs o n  fo u n d e r  o f  F o r t y  F o u r  C o n s u lt in g , a  c o m p a n y  s e e k in g  to  c re a te  
t a n g ib le  e c o n o m ic  a d v a n ta g e s  fo r  m a rg in a liz e d  g ro u p s .
 
T h e  p a n e l d is c u s s e d  s o c ia l ju s t ic e s  w ith in  th e  c o m m u n it y  a n d  y o u th s  ro le  in  s h a p in g  c o m m u n it ie s . E a c h  
m e m b e r  b ro u g h t  a  u n iq u e  p e rs p e c t iv e  b a s e d  u p o n  h is  o r  h e r  life  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  a d v o c a c y  w o rk  to  c re a te  a  
h o lis t ic , in s ig h t fu l d is c u s s io n . M o d e ra to r  D e r ic o  S ym o n d s  a s k e d  in t r ig u in g  q u e s t io n s  c e n t re d  o n  h o w  w e  c a n  
e n s u re  a ll v o ic e s  a re  h e a rd  in  t h e  s h a p in g  o f  c o m m u n it ie s . S p e c ifi c  q u e s t io n s  in c lu d e d  h o w  to  e n g a g e  y o u th  
in  t h e  p la n n in g  a n d  d e c is io n -m a k in g  p ro c e s s  a s  w e ll a s  p la n n in g  th a t  in c lu d e d  th e  v ie w s  o f  m a rg in a liz e d  
c o m m u n it y  m e m b e rs . T h e  a n sw e rs  t h a t  a ro s e  f ro m  th e  p a n e l in c lu d e d  th e  n e e d  fo r  m u n ic ip a lit ie s  to  e n g a g e  
y o u th  o n  a  m o re  m e a n in g fu l le v e l. T h e  p a n e lis t s  s t a te d  th a t  y o u th  o f te n  fe e l lik e  t h e ir  o p in io n s  d o  n o t  m a t te r, 
a n d  c it ie s  n e e d  to  d o  a  b e t te r  jo b  o f  e n g a g in g  y o u n g e r  c o m m u n it y  m e m b e rs . T h e  p a n e lis t s  a ls o  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  
t h e re  is  a  n e e d  to  e m p o w e r  m a rg in a liz e d  c o m m u n it ie s  in  t h e  p la n n in g  p ro c e s s  ra th e r  t h a n  m a k in g  d e c is io n s  fo r  
t h e  c o m m u n it y .

YOUTH PANEL
Andre Anderson
Josh Creighton
Ashley Hill
Ellen Smith
Moderated by: Derico Symonds
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O n  F r id a y  e v e n in g , a  fi lm  s h o w in g  to o k  p la c e  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n ta r y  T h e re  is  S o m e th in g  in  t h e  W a te r. E lle n  P a g e  
b r in g s  a t te n t io n  to  th e  in ju s t ic e s  a n d  in ju r ie s  c a u s e d  b y  e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  in  h e r  h o m e  p ro v in c e  o f  N o v a  
S c o t ia . T h is  is  a n  u rg e n t  d o c u m e n ta r y  o n  In d ig e n o u s  a n d  A fr ic a n  N o v a  S c o t ia n  w o m e n  fi g h t in g  to  p ro te c t  t h e ir  
c o m m u n it ie s , t h e ir  la n d , a n d  th e ir  fu tu re s . T h e  fi lm  e x p lo re s  t h e  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  S h e lb u rn e , B o a t  H a rb o u r, a n d  
S te w ia c k e . 

F o llo w in g  th e  fi lm  s h o w in g , a  p a n e l d is c u s s io n  to o k  p la c e  w ith  th e  g ra s s ro o t s  g ra n d m o th e rs , In d ig e n o u s  w o m e n  
w h o  w e re  fi g h t in g  to  p ro te c t  t h e ir  la n d  o f  B o a t  H a rb o u r  in  t h e  d o c u m e n ta r y . T h e  p a n e l w a s  m o d e ra te d  b y  D r. 
In g r id  W a ld ro n , a  D a lh o u s ie  p ro fe s s o r  w h o  w a s  a  k e y  c o n t r ib u to r  to  t h e  fi lm . T h e  p a n e l d is c u s s e d  th e  im p a c t  
o f  t h e  fi lm  o n  th e  c o m m u n it y  o f  B o a t  H a rb o u r, t h e  b ig g e s t  c h a lle n g e s , a n d  th e  re s p o n s e  f ro m  th e  In d ig e n o u s  
c o m m u n it y . F o llo w in g  th e  p a n e l d is c u s s io n , t h e re  w a s  a  q u e s t io n  p e r io d  w h e re  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  p a n e l a n sw e re d  
q u e s t io n s  f ro m  th e  a u d ie n c e . O n ly  o n e  a u d ie n c e  m e m b e r  a s k e d  a  q u e s t io n : w h a t  d o e s  a lly -s h ip  lo o k  lik e ?  
T h e  re s p o n s e  w a s  to  re a lly  s h o w  u p , a n d  w h e n  y o u  s h o w  u p  to  c o m e  w ith  re s p e c t . Yo u r  in te n t io n  is  w h a t  t h e  
In d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it y  w ill s e e  a n d  re m e m b e r. B r in g  y o u r  s p ir it ! 

FILM SCREENING
THERE IS SOMETHING IN THE WATERQ & A Panel

Ingrid Waldron
Dorene Bernard
Michelle Paul
Darlene Gilbert
Benita Bunjun
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Displacing Blackness Planning, Power, and Race 
in Twentieth Century Halifax
D r. Te d  R u t la n d  is  a n  A s s o c ia te  P ro fe s s o r  in  t h e  C o n c o rd ia  U n iv e rs it y  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  G e o g ra p h y , P la n n in g  a n d  
E n v iro n m e n t . H is  re s e a rc h  e x am in e s  h o w  c it ie s  a re  u n d e rs to o d  a n d  g o v e rn e d  in  m o d e rn it y , a n d  h o w  w h ite  
s u p re m a c y  s h a p e s  u rb a n  th o u g h t  a n d  p ra c t ic e . H is  2 0 1 8  b o o k , D is p la c in g  B la c k n e s s : P la n n in g , P o w e r, a n d  R a c e  
in  Tw e n t ie th  C e n tu r y  H a lifa x , e x am in e s  h o w  a n t i-B la c k  ra c ism  s h a p e d  u rb a n  p la n n in g  p ra c t ic e s  a c ro s s  m o re  
th a n  a  c e n tu r y  in  H a lifa x , N o v a  S c o t ia . H is  c u r re n t  re s e a rc h  fo c u s e s  o n  M o n t ré a l, a n d  a  s e r ie s  o f  is s u e s  re la te d  to  
h o u s in g , u rb a n  s e c u r it y , a n d  p o lic in g . 
 
Te d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y n o te s  o n  M a rc h  7 th , w h ic h  o c c u r re d  a t  t h e  N o r th  E n d  P u b lic  L ib ra r y . H is  t a lk  s u r ro u n d e d  
th e  h is to r y  o f  ra c ism  in  th e  N o r th  E n d , p a r t ic u la r ly  o n  G o t t in g e n  S t re e t . H is  t a lk  d e s c r ib e d  th e  in te rs e c t io n  
b e tw e e n  p la n n in g  &  p o lic in g  a n d  h o w  p la n n in g  c a n  b e c o m e  th e  p o lic e  b y  u s in g  la n d  u s e  p la n n in g  to  d e s t ro y  
m in o r it y  n e ig h b o u rh o o d s . Te d ’s  t a lk  s h if t e d  to  a c t io n s  th a t  p la n n e rs  h a d  t a k e n  in  t h e  p a s t  to  p o lic e  t h e  N o r th  
E n d , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  fe n c in g  o ff  g a th e r in g  s p a c e s , a d d in g  a  b ig g e r  p o lic e  p re s e n c e  in  t h e  a re a  a n d  d e c id in g  
n o t  to  b u ild  p u b lic  h o u s in g  in  t h e  a re a  to  a v o id  c o n c e n t ra te d  p o v e r t y . A ll o f  t h e s e  p la n n in g  d e c is io n s  le a d  to  
a n  in c re a s e  in  p ro b le m s  in  t h e  a re a  a s  o p p o s e d  to  s o lu t io n s . H e  fi n is h e d  b y  o ff e r in g  s o m e  a lte rn a t iv e s , w h ic h  
in c lu d e d  m a k in g  re p a ra t io n s  w ith  th e  c o m m u n it y  a n d  e n s u r in g  th a t  t h e  re s o u rc e s  g e t  s e n t  to  t h o s e  h u r t  b y  th e  
a c t io n s  o f  t h e  p la n n e rs . 
 
F o llo w in g  th e  p re s e n ta t io n , t h e re  w a s  a  q u e s t io n  p e r io d  w h e re  th e  c ro w d  a s k e d  m a n y  e n g a g in g  q u e s t io n s . T h e  
q u e s t io n s  s u r ro u n d e d  to p ic s  s u c h  a s  h is to r ic a l p e rc e p t io n s  o f  d e n s it y  a n d  h o w  n o n -p ro fi t  h o u s in g  p ro je c t s  c o u ld  
b e  m o re  e ff e c t iv e .

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
TED RUTLAND
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T h e  S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  fe a tu re d  a  c a p t iv a t in g  k e y n o te  p re s e n ta t io n  b y  C o n c o rd ia  
A s s o c ia te  P ro fe s s o r  Te d  R u t la n d  o n  In e q u it y  a n d  E x c lu s io n . F o llo w in g  th e  k e y n o te  p re s e n ta t io n , P ro fe s s o r  
R u t la n d  h a d  th e  o p p o r tu n it y  to  m o d e ra te  a  p a n e l d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  s am e  to p ic , In e q u it y  a n d  E x c lu s io n . W h ile  
t h e  k e y n o te  p re s e n ta t io n  re v e a le d  p la n n in g ’s  ro le  in  fa c ilit a t in g  in e q u it y , t h e  p a n e l w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  c o m m u n it y  
m e m b e rs  w h o  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  n e g a t iv e  im p a c t s  o f  p la n n in g  o n  a  d a y  to  d a y  b a s is . T h e  m e m b e rs  in c lu d e d  D r. 
In g r id  W a ld ro n , A s s o c ia te  P ro fe s s o r  in  t h e  F a c u lt y  o f  H e a lth  a t  D a lh o u s ie  U n iv e rs it y . D r. W a ld re n  is  w e ll k n o w n  
fo r  h e r  w o rk  a ro u n d  ra c ia l in e q u a lit y  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism . O th e r  p a n e l m e m b e rs  in c lu d e d  Ir v in e  C a v e r y , a  
fo rm e r  A fr ic v ille  re s id e n t  a n d  p re s id e n t  o f  t h e  A fr ic v ille  G e n e a lo g y  S o c ie t y , a n d  M a p fu m o  C h id z o n g a , a  d e d ic a te d  
c o m m u n it y  e n g a g e m e n t  a d v is o r  s p e c ia liz in g  in  d iv e rs it y  a n d  in c lu s io n  in  t h e  H RM . L a s t ly , t h e  p a n e l fe a tu re d  
D o re n e  B e rn a rd , w h o  is  a  M i’km a q  E ld e r  a n d  w a te r  p ro te c to r.
 
T h is  p a n e l d is c u s s e d  is s u e s  s u c h  a s  ra c ism , s o c ia l ju s t ic e , m e a n in g fu l p u b lic  e n g a g e m e n t  w ith  d iv e rs e  
c o m m u n it ie s , b u ild in g  u p o n  R u t la n d ’s  k e y n o te  p re s e n ta t io n . A s  t h e  m o d e ra to r, Te d  R u t la n d  fa c ilit a te d  
d is c u s s io n  re g a rd in g  e a c h  p a n e l m e m b e r ’s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  ra c ism  a n d  s o c ia l in ju s t ic e s  lin k e d  to  p la n n in g  
a n d  p o lic ym a k in g . T h e  a u d ie n c e  h e a rd  h e a r tb re a k in g  a c c o u n t s  o f  in ju s t ic e  f ro m  a ll o f  t h e  p a n e l m e m b e rs ; 
e x am p le s  in c lu d e  Ir v in e  C a v e r y  a n d  D o re n e  B e rn a rd . Ir v in e  re c o u n te d  h o w  h is  h o m e , A fr ic v ille , w a s  to rn  d o w n  
a s  a  re s u lt  o f  ra c is t  p la n n in g  p ra c t ic e s  a n d  n o  c o m m u n it y  e n g a g e m e n t . E ld e r  D o re n e  B e rn a rd  d is c u s s e d  th e  
t ra u m a t iz in g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  re s id e n t ia l s c h o o ls , a n d  h o w  p o lic y  p ra c t ic e s  le d  to  a  lo s s  o f  h e r  c u ltu re . F u r th e r  
in te re s t in g  p e rs p e c t iv e s  w e re  p ro v id e d  b y  M a p fu m o  C h id z o n g a , s t a t in g  th a t  w h ile  h e  w a s  A fr ic a n , h e  w a s  n o t  
A fr ic a n  N o v a  S c o t ia n , w h ic h  m e a n t  t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  fu lly  u n d e rs t a n d  th e  s t ru g g le s  t h a t  B la c k  N o v a  S c o t ia n s  
e x p e r ie n c e d . T h e  fi rs th a n d  a c c o u n t s  g a v e  w a y  to  le s s o n s  th a t  s h o u ld  b e  le a rn e d  f ro m  th e  h a rd s h ip s  e x p e r ie n c e d  
b y  th e  p a n e l m e m b e rs . P e rh a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  g re a te s t  le s s o n s  th a t  t h e  a u d ie n c e  to o k  aw a y  f ro m  th e  d is c u s s io n  
w a s  th a t  o u t s id e rs  w o u ld  n e v e r  t ru ly  u n d e rs t a n d  th e  s t ru g g le s  o f  m a rg in a liz e d  c o m m u n it ie s , a s  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  
liv e d  th ro u g h  th e m . B e c a u s e  o f  t h is  it  is  v it a l t h a t  c o m m u n it y  m e m b e rs  d ic t a te  t h e  d e c is io n  m a k in g  p ro c e s s  fo r  
p la n n in g  a n d  p o lic y  w ith in  th e ir  re s p e c t iv e  c o m m u n it ie s .   

INEQUALITY & EXCLUSION 
PANEL

Ingrid Waldron
Irvine Carvery
Mapfumo Chidzonga
Dorene Bernard
Moderated by: Ted Rutland



2 5
SH IFT  C o n fe ren ce  F in a l R ep o rt

Short-Term Rentals and Impact on Housing: What’s the Problem 
D a v id  W a c h sm u th  is  t h e  C a n a d a  R e s e a rc h  C h a ir  in  U rb a n  G o v e rn a n c e  a t  M c G ill U n iv e rs it y , w h e re  h e  is  a ls o  
a n  A s s is t a n t  P ro fe s s o r  in  t h e  S c h o o l o f  U rb a n  P la n n in g . H e  d ire c t s  U P G o , t h e  U rb a n  P o lit ic s  a n d  G o v e rn a n c e  
re s e a rc h  g ro u p  a t  M c G ill, w h e re  le a d s  a  t e am  o f  re s e a rc h e rs  in v e s t ig a t in g  p re s s in g  u rb a n  g o v e rn a n c e  p ro b le m s  
re la te d  to  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t , e n v iro n m e n ta l s u s t a in a b ilit y , a n d  h o u s in g  m a rk e t s . H e  is  t h e  c o -le a d  o f  t h e  
A d a p t in g  U rb a n  E n v iro n m e n t s  fo r  t h e  F u tu re  th e m e  o f  t h e  M c G ill S u s t a in a b ilit y  S y s te m s  In it ia t iv e , w h e re  h e  
is  p a r t  o f  a  b ro a d  in te rd is c ip lin a r y  t e am  d e v e lo p in g  n e w  w a y s  o f  c o n c e p tu a liz in g , m e a s u r in g , a n d  im p ro v in g  
u rb a n  s u s t a in a b ilit y . A  m a jo r  fo c u s  o f  h is  w o rk  h a s  b e e n  e x p la in in g  a  t ra n s it io n  in  p o lic y  a n d  p la n n in g  f ro m  
id e n t ify in g  th e  c it y  a s  a  g lo b a l s u s t a in a b ilit y  p ro b le m  to  id e n t ify in g  th e  c it y  a s  a  s o lu t io n  to  g lo b a l s u s t a in a b ilit y  
p ro b le m s . H e  is  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r ld ’s  le a d in g  e x p e r t s  o n  th e  im p a c t s  o f  s h o r t -te rm  re n ta l p la t fo rm s  s u c h  a s  A irb n b  
o n  c it ie s  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  a n d  c o n s u lt s  w id e ly  w ith  m u n ic ip a lit ie s  a n d  c o m m u n it y  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o n  d e s ig n in g  
a p p ro p r ia te  re g u la t io n s . 
D a v id  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  k e y n o te  s p e a k e r  o n  M a rc h  7 th , a n d  h e  t a lk e d  a b o u t  t h e  im p a c t s  o f  s h o r t -te rm  re n ta ls  
o n  h o u s in g . H is  p re s e n ta t io n  b e g a n  b y  t a lk in g  a b o u t  h is  m e th o d s  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  e ff e c t s  t h a t  s h o r t -te rm  re n ta ls  
h a v e  h a d  o n  c it ie s  g lo b a lly . S o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  th a t  h e  a n sw e re d  in c lu d e d : W h a t  h a p p e n s  if  a  g ig a n t ic  n e w  
re v e n u e  s t re am  is  in t ro d u c e d  in to  th e  re s id e n t ia l h o u s in g  m a rk e t ?  H o w  d o  s in g le  ro o m  o c c u p a n c ie s  in te ra c t  
w ith  h o u s in g  a v a ila b ilit y ?  A n d  w h a t  p re d ic t s  p o s it iv e  o r  n e g a t iv e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  s e n t im e n t  to w a rd  s h o r t  t e rm  
re n ta ls ?  In  a n sw e r in g  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  D a v id  g a v e  e x am p le s  o f  c it ie s  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  to  b a c k  u p  h is  a rg u m e n t s . 
D a v id  th e n  s h if t e d  h is  d is c u s s io n  to  H a lifa x  s p e c ifi c a lly . In  H a lifa x , h e  g a v e  e s t im a te s  fo r  h o w  m u c h  h o u s in g  is  
b e in g  lo s t  to  s h o r t  t e rm  re n ta ls  a n d  w h e re  s h o r t  t e rm  re n ta ls  a re  b e in g  c o n c e n t ra te d  in  t h e  p ro v in c e . D a v id  
c o n c lu d e d  h is  p re s e n ta t io n  b y  o ff e r in g  s u g g e s t io n s  to  p la n n e rs  o n  h o w  to  b e t te r  re g u la te  s h o r t  t e rm  re n ta ls  to  
p re v e n t  h o u s in g  s h o r t a g e s . 

D u r in g  th e  q u e s t io n  p e r io d , t h e re  w a s  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  s h o r t  t e rm  re n ta ls  a n d  h o u s in g . S o m e  o f  
t h e  q u e s t io n s  s u r ro u n d e d  b u ild in g  m o re  h o u s in g  a n d  s h o r t  t e rm  re n ta l re g is t ra t io n . 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
DAVID WACHSMUTH
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
PANEL

Th e  a ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g  p a n e l c o n s is te d  o f  s e v e ra l h o u s in g  a d v o c a te s  f ro m  d iff e re n t  b a c k g ro u n d s  a n d  
p e rs p e c t iv e s . I t  w a s  th e  b u s ie s t  p a n e l o f  t h e  w e e k e n d , w ith  s ix  p a n e lis t s  c o n t r ib u t in g . T h e re  w e re  c o n s u lt a n t s , 
g o v e rn m e n t  e m p lo y e e s , a n d  n o n -p ro fi t  a d v o c a te s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  d is c u s s io n . T h e  p a n e l w a s  m o d e ra te d  b y  
D a v id  W a c h sm u th , t h e  fi n a l k e y n o te  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a s  w e ll. T h e  d is c u s s io n  in v o k e d  liv e ly  d is c u s s io n  
a ro u n d  h o u s in g  a ff o rd a b ilit y  c o n c e rn s , s u c h  a s  e x p a n d e d  u n d e rs t a n d in g s  o f  w h a t  a d e q u a te  a n d  a ff o rd a b le  
h o u s in g  is . D iff e re n t  p ro g ram s  u s e  d iff e re n t  m e a s u re  to  d e te rm in e  a ff o rd a b ilit y  s u c h  a s , Is  t h e  h o u s e  a d e q u a te , 
e n o u g h  ro o m s , a ff o rd a b le , a n d  is  t h e re  h o u s in g  a lt e rn a t iv e  th a t  c o s t s  n o  m o re  th a n  th e  3 0%  o f  t h e ir  in c o m e .  
A ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g  m u s t  a ls o  s e r v e  y o u r  n e e d s  b e c a u s e  if  s o m e o n e  m u s t  le a v e  th e ir  c o m m u n it y , f r ie n d s , a n d  
fam ily  to  a c c e s s  a ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g  th e n  th a t ’s  n o t  t h e  g o a l. A ls o , c o n d it io n s  o f  s t re e t , s id e w a lk s  (w a lk a b ilit y , 
p u b lic  t ra n s p o r t , b ik e -a b le ), a n d  w h e th e r  it  is  c lo s e  to  s e r v ic e s  a n d  am e n it ie s  a re  im p o r t a n t  fa c to rs  to  c o n s id e r.
A n o th e r  q u e s t io n  w a s  id e n t ify in g  w h e th e r  H a lifa x  is  c u r re n t ly  in  a  h o u s in g  c r is is , a n d  th e  ro le  o f  d iff e re n t  a c to rs  
in  t h e  a ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g  m o v e m e n t . T h e re  a re  m a n y  fa c to rs  t h a t  c o n t r ib u te  to  w h e th e r  it  w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  
a  c r is is . B u t , lo w  v a c a n c y  ra te s  in  a re a s  w h e re  th e y  w e re  s y s te m ic a lly  lo w , a n d  th e  im p a c t  o n  th e  m o s t  v u ln e ra b le  
le a d  s e v e ra l o f  t h e  p a n e lis t s  to  c o n c u r  t h a t  t h e  c it y  w a s  in d e e d  in  a  h o u s in g  c r is is .
F in a lly , u n d e rs t a n d in g  th e  ro le s  o f  d iff e re n t  a c to rs  in  a d d re s s in g  a ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g  w a s  d is c u s s e d . T h e  p ro b le m  
is  t h a t  w e  n e e d  to  u n d e rs t a n d  w h a t  le v e l w e  c a n  d e a l w ith  lo c a lly  a n d  w h a t  w e  c a n n o t  a n d  w h a t  t h e  s c o p e  is . 
F o r  s o m e  g ro u p s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n it y , t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  in  h o u s in g  c r is is  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e , b u t  t h e  o n ly  re a s o n  w h y  w e  
a re  t a lk in g  a b o u t  it  n o w  is  t h a t  it ’s  s t a r t in g  to  a ff e c t  t h e  m id d le  c la s s . A s  p la n n e rs  a n d  d e c is io n  m a k e rs , w e  m u s t  
t r y  to  e d u c a te  a n d  c o r re c t  v ie w s  o f  c o m m u n it y  m e m b e rs  to  u n d e rs t a n d  th e  is s u e s  w e  a re  fa c in g  w h e n  w e  t r y  to  
a d d re s s  t h is  is s u e . C o m m u n it y  m e m b e rs  a re  in  t h e  fi e ld  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  a re  a  w e a lth  o f  k n o w le d g e . Yo u  ju s t  n e e d  
to  a p p ro a c h  th e m  a n d  w o rk  w ith  th e m  to  u n d e rs t a n d  th e ir  o w n  c o n c e rn s  a n d  te ll t h e m  a b o u t  y o u rs . M a k e  s u re  
y o u  a llo w  t im e  fo r  t ru s t  a n d  re la t io n s h ip  b u ild in g  to  d o  th in g s  to g e th e r  ra th e r  t h a n  c o m p e t in g  w ith  th e m .

Claudia Jahn
Neil Lovitt
Jill Snow
Bette Watson
Paul Dec
Jenny Lugar
Moderated by: David Wachsmuth
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T h e  2 0 2 0  S H IF T  E q u it y  c o n fe re n c e  s h e d  lig h t  o n  m a n y  im p o r t a n t  to p ic s  re g a rd in g  e q u it y  in  t h e  p la n n in g  p ro c e s s . 
T h e  2 0 2 0  c o n fe re n c e  h a d  m a n y  s u c c e s s e s  a s  w e ll a s  a re a s  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  im p ro v e d  u p o n  fo r  n e x t  y e a r.
 
O n e  m a jo r  s u c c e s s  w a s  th is  y e a r ’s  a t te n d a n c e  c o m p a re d  to  p re v io u s  y e a rs . T h e  in s ig h t fu l to p ic s  a n d  c a p t iv a t in g  
k e y n o te  s p e a k e rs  c o n t r ib u te d  to  in c re a s e d  a t te n d a n c e  o v e r  t h e  2 0 1 9  c o n fe re n c e  fo r  b o th  F r id a y , M a rc h  6 th  a n d  
S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  7 th . T h e  tu rn o u t  fo r  t h e  F r id a y  p o r t io n  w a s  ro u g h ly  1 5 0  a t te n d e e s ; t h e  S a tu rd a y  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  s aw  s lig h t ly  o v e r  1 0 0  a t te n d e e s . A d d it io n a lly , t h e  c o n fe re n c e  re c e iv e d  in c re a s e d  p u b lic it y  t h ro u g h  
a  s e g m e n t  in  T h e  C h ro n ic le  H e ra ld  N e w sp a p e r  a s  w e ll a s  s e v e ra l h ig h  p ro fi le  e v e n t s  t h a t  g a rn e re d  in c re a s e d  
p u b lic  a t te n t io n . T h e  fi lm  s c re e n in g  o f  “T h e re ’s  s o m e th in g  in  t h e  W a te r,” d u r in g  th e  F r id a y  n ig h t  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  w a s  n e a r ly  fu ll. T h e  fi lm  s t a r r in g  a c t re s s  E lle n  P a g e  d e p ic te d  th e  s t ru g g le  o f  m a rg in a liz e d  N o v a  
S c o t ia n  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism . T h e  fi lm  e x p e r ie n c e d  s ig n ifi c a n t  p u b lic  s u p p o r t  a n d  w a s  a  
g re a t  a d d it io n  to  th e  S H IF T  c o n fe re n c e . A n o th e r  c e le b ra te d  e v e n t  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  w a s  D a v id  W a c h sm u th ’s  
K e y n o te  p re s e n ta t io n  d is c u s s in g  A irb n b ’s  e ff e c t  o n  a ff o rd a b le  h o u s in g . T h e  p re s e n ta t io n  to o k  p la c e  o n  S a tu rd a y , 
M a rc h  7 th  a n d  w a s  s t a n d in g  ro o m  o n ly . T h e  fi lm  s c re e n in g  a n d  A irb n b  k e y n o te  re v e a le d  th a t  w h ile  a ll t o p ic s  a re  
im p o r t a n t  w h e n  d is c u s s in g  e q u it y , to  g ro w  p u b lic  a t te n d a n c e , it  is  c ru c ia l to  d is c u s s  re le v a n t  is s u e s  fo r  a  H a lifa x  
a n d  N o v a  S c o t ia n  c o n te x t . E n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  is  a n  in c re d ib ly  c u r re n t  is s u e  w ith  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  B o a t  H a rb o u r  
a n d  A lto n  G a s  c u r re n t ly  t a k in g  p la c e . A d d it io n a lly , h o u s in g  a ff o rd a b ilit y  is  a n  o n g o in g  is s u e  in  H a lifa x  a s  a  re s u lt  
o f  p o p u la t io n  g ro w th  a n d  n e w  d e v e lo p m e n t .  
 
W h ile  S H IF T  h a d  m a n y  t r iu m p h s , fo llo w in g  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e , p o te n t ia l a re a s  o f  im p ro v e m e n t  
w e re  re v e a le d . T h e  m a in  is s u e s  c e n t re d  o n  sm a ll lo g is t ic a l c o m p lic a t io n s  s u c h  a s  w a te r  a t  c o ff e e  b re a k s  a s  w e ll a s  
e n s u r in g  w a te r  ju g s  w e re  p re s e n t . R e g a rd in g  fo o d , lu n c h  o p t io n s  c o u ld  b e  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  m o re  a c c e s s ib le  
fo o d , s u c h  a s  Ve g a n  a n d  G lu te n -F re e  o p t io n s . W h ile  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  w e re  m o s t ly  a  s u c c e s s , it  m a y  
b e  b e n e fi c ia l to  c re a te  p ro m p t in g  q u e s t io n s  fo r  t h e  p a n e l to  h e lp  fa c ilit a te  d is c u s s io n . A d d it io n a lly , s o m e  e v e n t s  
w e re  m o re  p o p u la r  t h a n  o th e rs , re v e a lin g  it  is  im p o r t a n t  to  s c h e d u le  e v e n t s  w ith  le s s  in te re s t  in  t h e  m o rn in g  
to  ra is e  a t te n d a n c e ; a n  e x am p le  is  t h e  Yo u th  P a n e l. T h e  p a n e l w a s  h e ld  in  t h e  a f te rn o o n  w ith  a  sm a ll a u d ie n c e . 
P e rh a p s  if  it  w e re  h e ld  in  t h e  m o rn in g , t h e  c ro w d  w o u ld  lik e ly  h a v e  b e e n  m o re  s ig n ifi c a n t .
 
O v e ra ll t h e  2 0 2 0  S H IF T  E q u it y  C o n fe re n c e  e x p e r ie n c e d  m a n y  s u c c e s s e s , a s  w e ll a s  a  fe w  a re a s  t h a t  m a y  
n e e d  im p ro v e m e n t ; to g e th e r, t h e y  h a v e  th e  p o te n t ia l to  c o n t r ib u te  to  a n  e v e n  m o re  s u c c e s s fu l 2 0 2 1  S H IF T  
C o n fe re n c e .
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T h is  y e a rs  S H IF T  C o n fe re n c e  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  h a lf  o f  a  tw o -y e a r  fo c u s  o n  e q u it y . T h e  to p ic  w a s  to o  im p o r t a n t  to  
c o v e r  e ff e c t iv e ly  in  a  s in g le  w e e k e n d  s o  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  m a d e  to  e x te n d  th e  to p ic . T h e  c o n v e rs a t io n s , t h o u g h t-
p ro v o k in g  q u e s t io n s , a n d  h ig h  a t te n d a n c e  p ro v e d  th e  n e e d  fo r  a n o th e r  y e a r  o f  fo c u s  o n  e q u it y . 
T h e  c o n v e rs a t io n s  a b o u t  e q u it y  w e re  c o n t in u e d  a n d  e x p a n d e d  u p o n  f ro m  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r. W e  le a rn e d  a  lo t  
f ro m  e v e r y o n e  w h o  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a n d  im a g in e  th a t  t h is  k n o w le d g e  a ls o  w a s  im p a r te d  o n  th o s e  
th a t  a t te n d e d . W e  h o p e  th a t  t h is  k n o w le d g e  w ill c o n t in u e  to  b e  u s e d  to  m a k e  o u r  c it y  a  m o re  e q u it a b le  p la c e  
in  it s  p la n n in g  w o rk  a n d  b e y o n d . T h e  o rg a n iz in g  c o m m it te e  is  p ro u d  o f  t h e  d iv e rs e  a r ra y  o f  s p e a k e rs  f ro m  b o th  
w ith in  a n d  o u t s id e  th e  p la n n in g  re a lm , w h o  e a c h  p ro v id e d  th e ir  u n iq u e  p e rs p e c t iv e s  o n  e q u it y .
T h is  c o n fe re n c e  w a s  h e ld  ju s t  b e fo re  th e  2 0 2 0  C O V ID -1 9  g lo b a l p a n d e m ic  a n d  w e  h o p e  th a t  a ll h a v e  s u r v iv e d  
th e  p h y s ic a l a n d  m e n ta l s t ra in  o f  t h is  c r is is . T h is  u n fo r tu n a te  s it u a t io n  h a s  e v o k e d  th e  d e c is io n  to  m o v e  n e x t  y e a rs  
c o n fe re n c e  o n lin e  w ith  a  fo c u s  o n  c o n n e c t io n . T h is  s h o u ld  b e  a  re le v a n t  a n d  e n g a g in g  c o n v e rs a t io n  to  c o n t in u e  
o u r  le a rn in g  m o v in g  fo rw a rd .  

CONCLUSION


