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Service: Trade Services 
 

 

 Shop: Carpentry 
 

Hazards Identified:  
 
Sharp objects, kickback, debris on floor around saw, objects embedded in recycled 
wood, dust, noise, inadequate support for item being cut, poor lighting, removal of 
safety devices 
 

 
Personal Protective Equipment Required: 
 
Safety boots, hard hat, safety goggles or safety glasses with side shields or a face 
shield, hearing protection, long trousers, dust masks 
 
 

Training Required:  
 

Before using this type of equipment employees must be trained by a competent person 
in its proper use and care. The operator’s manual, tool safety markings and 
instructions for manufacturer approved attachments must be reviewed regularly. 
Employees must also be trained in the proper use and maintenance of all required 
PPE before operating this equipment. 
 

 

 
These safe work practices must be followed at all times and are to be reviewed 
annually. 
 

1. Always follow the information provided in the manufacturer’s manual. 
 
2. Always use the required PPE. 
 
3. Always wear a face shield, in addition to goggles, if the material to be cut 

is likely to chip as it is cut. 
 
4. Never wear a pair of gloves while operating a table saw. 
 



5. Ensure that the throat plate, guards, rip fence and anti-kickback device 
are in place and working properly. 

 
6. Ensure that the proper blade has been selected for material being cut. 
 
7. Check the blade to ensure it is tightly in place. 
8. Ensure that blades are kept clean, sharp and properly set so that they will 

cut freely without being forced. 
 
9. Ensure that the blade hood is in place at all times and that it can freely 

adjust to the thickness of the material being cut 
 
10. If a fence is to be used ensure that it is set parallel to the blade and 

locked in place tightly to avoid binding. 
 
11. Never attempt to use a fence and a mitre-gauge at the same time. Use 

them only for their intended purpose. 
 
12. Never adjust the fence while the saw is in operation. 
 
13. Ensure that the table is clear of all debris before placing the material to 

cut on the table. 
 
14. Ensure that the floor area around the saw is clean and free of debris 

before using the saw. 
 
15. Always use a push stick especially if your hand will come within 150 mm 

of the blade during the cutting process. 
 
16. Use a helper to assist with running large pieces of material through the 

table saw. 
 
17. Always remove the rip fence before cross cutting. Do not use the fence as 

a cut-off gauge. 
 
18. Never set the blade (i.e. the top of the blade teeth) more than 6 mm 

above the top of the material being cut. 
 
19. Have blades sharpened buy a skilled, competent person. 
 
20. Always stand to the side of the blade. NEVER stand directly behind the 

blade. 
 
21. Ensure that your stance is balanced and that you do not have to over 

extend your reach to make a cut. 
 



22. Concentrate on the job being done, do not pay attention to people or 
activities around you. 

 
23. Always check the material, to be cut, to ensure that there are no nails, 

knots etc. that can become projectiles if caught by the blade. 
 
24. Never reach over or behind the blade unless it has stopped rotating.  
 
25. Never make free hand cuts on the table saw, ensure the material is held 

firmly against the rip fence or mitre-gauge must be in place. 
 
26. Never release the material being cut until it is completely past the blade. 
 
27. Never leave the saw unattended until the blade has stopped completely. 

 
Changing the Blade 

 
1. Ensure that the power is OFF.  
 
2. Always disconnect the saw from the power source, before changing or 

tightening a blade or before performing minor maintenance.  
 
3. Place the plug end of the power cord on top of the saw table or well away 

from the power outlet. 
 
4. Test the power switch to ensure that the saw is no longer powered. 
 
5. Make sure that the blade is tight and turns freely before turning the power 

back on. 
 
6. Never attempt to make adjustments to the saw or accessories while the 

blade is turning. 
 
 


