
Management	of	patients	with	bed	bugs,	lice,	ringworm	or	scabies		
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	 Patient	suspected	of	having	bed	bugs,	lice,	

ringworm	or	scabies	

	

	

	 	 	
	 Discontinue	all	treatment	immediately	 	
	 	

	
	

	 Contact	Clinic	Nurse	to	evaluate	
	

	

	 	 	
	 If	confirmed,	contact	Building	Services	at	5199	

immediately.	Staff	will	contact	Facilities	
Management*	(3302	or	3720)	to	bring	in	pest	
control	company	
	
	
	

	
	

	 Inform	Assistant	Dean	-	Clinics,	Patient	Care	
Coordinator,	Manager	–	Clinical	Services	and	the	
Supervisor	–	Clinical	Support,	Infection	Control	
Officer	

	

If	dental	care	is	non-urgent	 	 If	dental	care	is	urgent	

	

	 	 	
	 	 Use	PPE**	and	a	surgical	cap	to	provide	

urgent	care.	Disposable	PPEs	are	preferred	
whenever	possible.	

	 Dismiss	the	patient	and	advise	that	no	further	
appointments	will	be	made	until	there	is	
confirmation	that	the	condition	has	resolved.	

	

	 Place	disposable	PPE	and	procedural	waste	
in	a	plastic	bag	(tie	off)	and	place	in	a	
Biohazard	bag	(label	for	autoclaving)	

	 	
Anyone	who	has	been	exposed	to	the	patient	should	shower,	place	clothing	in	a	sealed	
plastic	bag.	The	contaminated	clothing	should	be	washed	in	hot	water	and	dried	for	30	
minutes	at	a	medium	to	high	heat	setting.	Laundered	scrubs	will	be	available	if	a	change	of	
clothes	is	not	on	site.	

	

	 	
All	areas	known	to	have	been	contacted	by	the	patient	are	to	be	cordoned	off	until	they	
have	been	managed	by	the	pest	control	company.	Place	double-sided	tape	on	floor	
surrounding	the	chair/area.	

	

	
*	Dalhousie	University	Pest	Control	Policy	http://www.dal.ca/dept/facilities/services/grounds/pest-management-policy.html	
	
	
**PPE	–	Personal	protective	equipment	
masks,	disposable	gowns,	disposable	head	covers,	gloves	 -	Dispose	of	in	plastic	bag	(tie	off)	and	place	in	labelled	Biohazard	

bag	(tie	off)	to	be	autoclaved	
	
personal	clothing	(scrubs,	gowns,	cloth	head	covers,	etc.)		 -	Place	in	a	plastic	bag	(tie	off)	and	launder	off	site	(Hot	wash	and	

30	minutes	in	a	hot	dryer	cycle	 	
	
clinic	jackets	and	lab	coats	 -	Place	in	a	separate	plastic	bag	and	biohazard	bag	and	leave	

outside	the	clinic	jacket	room	for	pick-up	by	the	laundry	service.		
	
Glasses,	loupes	 -	Disinfect	

	


