BISSETT STUDENT
SUCCESS CENTRE

SYLLABUS
OUR PHILOSOPHY

WHAT IS A SYLLABUS?

We will work with you to increase your academic confidence
and ability to succeed by creating, developing and modifying
your academic, career and engagement goals.

A syllabus is a document used to
provide you with important academic
information. This syllabus outlines what
you’ll learn and what you can expect from
student success advising at the Bissett
Student Success Centre. You will also see
a syllabus used in your courses. It is where
your professor will provide deadlines,
marking structures, assignments, office
hours and more.

Our student success advisors use a strengths-based,
appreciative approach to education and will encourage you
to think about your goals, dreams and potential. We are
dedicated to creating an inclusive environment, respecting
the lived experiences of all students.

dal.ca/studentsuccess

REACH YOUR POTENTIAL
Come see us for:
• Academic goal setting and degree planning
• Course selection and registration assistance (Faculties of
Arts & Social Sciences, Engineering and Science)

OUTCOMES OF STUDENT
SUCCESS ADVISING
Our student success advisors are dedicated to creating
and maintaining an inclusive, open and trusting
relationship with you. By accessing our services you will:

• Career advising and support

• Learn about your strengths and skills

• Help in identifying and developing your strengths

• Increase your academic confidence

• How to make the most out of your university experience

• Make purposeful decisions related to program choices and
courses

• Developing a plan for dealing with academic difficulties
• On Track programs (Register, Start, Stay, Back, Career)
• Academic and career events and workshops

We recommend checking in with your
student success advisor at least once per
term to make sure you’re on track!

• Use technology to assist you in educational planning and
course registration
• Select your major(s) based on your interests, abilities and
career goals
• Choose courses each semester that fulfill your educational
plans
• Identify campus resources and services

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
WE WILL:

WE EXPECT YOU TO:

• Provide you with a respectful and confidential space to
explore your goals, successes and challenges

• Contribute to and maintain a respectful space

• Acknowledge your personal background,
values and motivations

• Schedule regular appointments with your advisor
(We have provided some tips on the next page!)

• Help you explore programs, courses and opportunities

• Show up for your booked appointments on time or let
your advisor know if you can no longer attend

• Provide assistance using tools such as the Degree Audit
Reporting System (DARS) and Academic Calendar
• Help you develop an individualized plan to manage
academic, personal and professional demands of university
• Help you create, develop and modify your academic, career
and engagement goals
• Connect you with useful resources on- and oﬀ-campus
• Help you understand university policies, regulations
and procedures
• Oﬀer strategies for working with professors and other
resources on campus
• Help you gain decision-making, problem-solving
and evaluation skills
• Be available to you through scheduled appointments
and selected drop-in hours
• Be knowledgeable and follow the Global Community
Academic Advising (NACADA) standards, core values,
competencies and related theory

• Take responsibility for your academic performance

• Review the Academic Calendar, important dates and
your degree audit in DARS regularly
• Come for your appointments with questions prepared
and topics to discuss
• Be an active learner by participating in meetings
• Be open to creating, developing and modifying your
academic, career and engagement goals
• Keep a personal record of your progress
towards meeting your goals
• Use your strengths, personal resources and problem-solving
skills to complete academic tasks (such as registration)
• Share problems and concerns with your advisor
• Be proactive about asking your advisor for help when
required

Don’t forget to check your
@dal.ca email regularly!

HELPFUL TIPS

30-59

0-29 CREDIT HOURS

THROUGHOUT YOUR DEGREE
Degree Planning
• Use your course planning worksheet, the Academic
Calendar and Degree Audit Reporting System (DARS)
to understand your degree and program requirements
and course options
• Explore your program options with an advisor at the
Bissett Student Success Centre and/or within your faculty
• Start thinking about your major and honours options
• Attend the Academic Program Fair
Get Involved
• Start building your co-curricular record (CCR)
• Join a student club or society
• Attend Community Day
• Visit the Volunteer & Society Expo
• Go to a Dal After Dark event
• Attend Dalhousie’s student leadership
conference (DalLead!)

Degree Planning
• Determine your area(s) of interest and outline your
academic and career goals
• Continue using DARS to track your degree and program
requirements
• Discuss your program options with an advisor at the
Bissett Student Success Centre and/or within your faculty
• Ask your advisor or Dalhousie’s exchange advisor about
international learning experiences (e.g. study abroad)
• Declare your major

90+

60-89

Get Involved
• Continue getting involved and building your CCR
• Look for opportunities to participate in cultural events,
discussions and celebrations

Academic Success
• Learn about and improve your strengths by registering
for Stay on Track
• Take an assessment such as the Learning and Study
Skills Inventory (LASSI) to find out how to use your
study skills to your advantage
• Attend a study skills and/or writing workshop
• Become familiar with Dalhousie’s GPA calculator to
estimate and calculate your GPA each semester
• Visit your subject liaison at the Dal Libraries for assistance with
your research projects
• Request a tutor for assistance in understanding specific course
content and assignments or preparing for test and exams
• If English isn’t your first language, check out the College of
Continuing Education for EAL courses and workshops
Career Planning
• Gain experience through a part-time job or volunteering
• Learn more about potential career paths and develop your skills
by registering for Career on Track
Academic Success
• Continue to meet with your advisor to create, develop, and
modify your academic, career and engagement goals
• Meet one-on-one with a study coach
• Look for opportunities to build rapport with your professors
and teaching assistants (TAs)
• Consider taking a course with an experiential learning
opportunity (Not sure what this is? Ask us!)
Career Planning
• Attend a workshop related to career and/or job-search skills
• Get your resume reviewed by a peer advisor at the Bissett
Student Success Centre
• Connect with faculty in your program to explore career options

•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue using DARS to track your degree and program requirements
Look for opportunities to do research with faculty outside of the classroom (Ask us for tips!)
Consider taking on more responsibility and leadership roles within your co-curricular activities
Continue to develop your resume, adding co-curricular and work experiences
Attend career fairs at Dalhousie and in Halifax
Research graduate and professional programs

•
•
•
•
•
•

Make your last 30+ credit hours the best yet!
Confirm course selection for your final credit hours with DARS and your faculty advisor
Update your previous research on professional and graduate schools and modify plans accordingly
Attend career fairs at Dalhousie and in Halifax
Ask for references from professors, teaching assistants, employers, supervisors or classmates (and keep in touch!)
Check your graduation requirements in DARS and apply for graduation

ADVISING ON CAMPUS
There are many types of advisors available on campus to support you. In your speciﬁc program, you may
have faculty advisors assigned based on your major or program of study. Faculty advisors can:
• Provide information about rules, regulations and requirements around specific degree programs
• Oﬀer guidance on choosing majors, minors and honours, registering for courses, planning your credit load and deadlines
• Guide your course selections to make sure you meet the requirements of your major(s) and/or minor(s)
• Help you understand requirements within specific courses
• Provide you with information on getting involved with your faculty, including research experience

For a list of advisors on campus, visit: dal.ca/advising

You can meet with a student success
advisor by:
• making a one-on-one appointment
(in person or over the phone)
• attending a drop-in session
(available throughout the year)
• attending an event or group workshop
• registering for an event or program,
such as On Track
6136 University Avenue, Room 426
Student Union Building, 4th Floor
Hours of Operation:
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:30am–4:30pm
Wed: 10am–4:30pm
Phone: 902-494-3077
Email: advising@dal.ca
dal.ca/studentsuccess

HELPFUL LINKS
For new students
dal.ca/newstudents

Financial information
dal.ca/moneymatters

Services & resources
dal.ca/campuslife

Job & volunteer opportunities
MyCareer.Dal.Ca

For family & friends
dal.ca/familyfriends

Student events
dal.ca/studentevents

Accessibility
dal.ca/accessibility

Policies, procedures & guidelines
dal.ca/policies

Important dates
dal.ca/dates

Academic support
dal.ca/learnwell

Career information
dal.ca/studentsuccess

How to get involved
dal.ca/getinvolved

Health & wellness
dal.ca/livewell

Communities on campus
dal.ca/campuscommunities

From the Bissett Student Success Centre, Student Aﬀairs.
Based on a concept from Ohio University and the University of Toronto, Scarborough, with thanks.

DalSafe
Download the App!
dal.ca/dalsafe

