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Why pursue a 
degree in the Arts?

Taking courses in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities helps students to develop 
strong critical thinking, analytical reasoning, problem solving and communication 
skills. 

It also helps students develop creative talents that will foster their development as 
knowledgeable, engaged and confident citizens and leaders.
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Focus on your Interests

Explore and find a Major, or two.

Let yourself evolve

Look for unexpected programs; add a Minor, 

and/or a Certificate

Why pursue a degree at the Fountain School?

Supported by a generous $10 million gift from the Fountain family, the 
Fountain School is the most comprehensive performing arts school at a 
university in Atlantic Canada. 

We offer degree programs and learning opportunities in Music, Theatre, 
and Cinema & Media Studies.
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ACTING
Bachelor of Arts with Honours
(or Combined Honours in Theatre)

Whether you dream of performing classic roles, of engaging with 
exciting contemporary methods, or of shaping the next generation 
of live theatre, you can immerse yourself in the creative process and 
the study of acting at the Fountain School of Performing Arts.

In the Acting program, join a company of student actors to develop 
your skills and pursue your own unique creative vision.



MUSIC
Bachelor of Music
BMus with Concentration in Performance
BMus with Concentration in Composition
BMus with Concentration in Popular Musics
BMus with Concentration in Musicology
Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Music
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science with Combined Honours
Bachelor of Arts (Major or Double Major in Music) 
Minor in Music
Electives

The Music programs at Dalhousie open a world of opportunity to 
you. Our alumni have become professional orchestral, opera, and 
chamber music performers, as well as performers of popular music 
in a multitude of styles. They have careers as conductors, 
composers, scholars and music educators in Canada and abroad, and 
many others have used their degrees as a launching pad for careers 
in medicine, law, music therapy and arts administration.



MUSIC

General Degree

This program choice allows for the greatest flexibility within the BMus program offerings. It will 
prepare students for advanced degrees in music, including the BEd, as well as for a wide range of 
careers in music.

Concentration in Musicology

History classes in the first two years of the program cover Western music from the Middle Ages 
to the present, with ample opportunity to delve into the intricacies of individual works, 
examine the cultural contexts in which these works emerge, and consider analytical 
approaches appropriate to specific genres or periods.

Concentration in Composition

This program provides students with a rigorous and balanced training. This includes traditional crafts, 
such as counterpoint and orchestration, as well as an exposure to new approaches in musical 
composition, including the use of aleatoric procedures, recent developments in music notation, music 
technology, etc.

Concentration in Performance

The Concentration in Performance is designed for the student who demonstrates the potential for a 
career as a professional singer or instrumentalist. During the third and fourth years of study, students 
accepted for this concentration will take academic courses specific to their idiom, such as vocal or 
piano literature, pedagogy, or chamber music, and will present a junior and senior recital.

Concentration in Popular Music

The Concentration in Popular Musics is designed for students interested in the performance, creation, 
and/or study of popular music styles such as pop, jazz, soul, rock, and more.



STAGE DESIGN AND 
TECHNICAL THEATRE
Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Theatre 
in Technical Theatre

In the Stage Design and Technical Theatre program, you will learn 
the fundamentals of scenic design and technical production through 
a balance of hands-on learning, academic study, and real-world 
experience on up to four productions a year.

You will be exposed to all technical areas Behind the scenes, 
including scenic carpentry, lighting, props, sound, stage 
management, stage design and projection design, using state-of-the-
art technology including laser cutter, CNC router and 3D printing 
technology. In the third year you will specialize in your preferred 
areas. The fourth year prepares you for your career in the 
entertainment industry with individualized  classes and 
apprenticeship opportunities with professional companies.



THEATRE
Bachelor of Arts with Honours (or Combined Honours) in Theatre
Bachelor of Arts Major in Theatre
Minor in Theatre
Electives

In the Theatre Studies program, you will immerse yourself in the 
study of theatre and put your learning into practice. 

You will take courses that deepen your knowledge of the history of 
theatre from a global perspective, from ancient times to 
contemporary Canada. You will sharpen your critical thinking and 
polish your communication skills through class discussions and 
writing projects. You will also take creative courses in playwriting 
and directing. Honours students work as an assistant director or 
dramaturge on a theatrical production in their final year.

Theatre Studies graduates have gone on to teach, direct, and write 
about theatre; the degree also provides you with a foundation for 
graduate degrees in Theatre and Drama.

Castle Theatre in Český Krumlov– where the 
Fountain School offers a study abroad 
advanced seminar in Baroque Culture.



COSTUME STUDIES

The Costume Studies program encompasses all aspects of costume 
study with the aim of preparing students for an understanding of 
costume in its broadest context. 

Specialized classes in which students learn one-of-a kind
couturier methods enable students to create modern and historical 
dress. Creative interpretation of design, costume patterning and 
construction, research, and specialized
projects allow students to explore their unique interests, creating 
the foundation for graduate studies and for a career in theatre, 
film/television, performance arts, design, dress
history, museum exhibition and conservation,
and much more.



CINEMA AND MEDIA STUDIES

The Cinema and Media Studies program teaches students to think 
critically about the moving image in its historical, theoretical, and 
cultural contexts and to watch this exciting medium with eyes 
wide open.

In the core courses of Cinema and Media Studies, you’ll be 
introduced to audiovisual analysis: cinematography, editing, 
sound, and art direction. And you’ll study film history,
theory, and culture from the beginnings of cinema in the silent era 
to the age of digital filmmaking and Internet dissemination.
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Why study at Dal’s 
Fountain School of 

Performing Arts?

• Small class sizes guarantee that our students 
receive a high level of attention from our 
superb faculty, who mentor students in 
creation, design, performance, and academic 
studies in the performing arts. 

• With a full season of plays, concerts, and 
opera, students have many opportunities to 
perform or work behind the scenes. 

• Our students benefit from hands-on 
experience, excellent performance 
opportunities, collaborative learning, 
acclaimed guest artists, apprenticeship 
opportunities, and immersion in Halifax’s 
lively arts scene.
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Why study at 
Dal’s Fountain 

School of 
Performing 

Arts?

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

The Fountain School of Performing Arts funds a 
range of scholarship and bursary opportunities, 
including:
• Entrance scholarships
• In-course scholarships and bursaries
• Summer program awards

STUDY ABROAD

University of Newcastle: International Centre for 
Music Studies
The Fountain School of Performing Arts offers an exchange 
program with the University of Newcastle School of Arts 
and Cultures through International Centre for Music 

Studies (ICMuS). The Centre's excellent teaching has been 
recently recognised in a 'Top Ten course in the UK' award 
for Music ranked by The Times Good University Guide.

Immerse yourself in Baroque culture at a castle 
in the Czech Republic
Every summer, students have the opportunity to enjoy an 

experience like no other if they participate in the 
Advanced Seminar in Baroque Culture, held in Český
Krumlov, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Czech 
Republic. Students are immersed in the Baroque era, 
studying topics such as opera, theatre, history and politics, 
all of which are made more real due to their amazing 
surroundings.

http://www.ncl.ac.uk/sacs/music/
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/school-of-performing-arts/programs/theatre-programs/advanced-seminar-in-baroque-culture.html
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Why study at 
Dal’s Fountain 
School of 
Performing Arts?

The Fountain School is currently in the midst of the construction of a new 
addition to the Dal Arts Centre that includes a 300-seat concert hall, 
innovative practice and rehearsal spaces, as well as new Costume Studies 
studios that will create enhanced opportunities for students and a new 
cultural venue for Halifax.   This new addition will be scheduled to open in the 
Fall of 2022.  
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Some of the outstanding instructors in the Fountain School

Jure Gantar
Professor, Theatre Studies 
Associate Director (Theatre)

Research includes: Theory of drama, 

Theory and criticism of comedy, 
laughter, humour and wit.  

Jennifer Bain
Professor, Musicology, Gender 
and Women’s Studies

Sheila K, Piercey Award for 
Performing Arts Educator 2020
Principal Investigator, Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada, Connection Gran, 
“Symposium on the Salzinnes
Antiphonal”

Shannon Brownlee
Associate Professor, Associate 
Director Cinema and Media 
Studies, Gender and Women’s 
Studies

Research includes: Animated film, 
film theory, experimental film, queer 
and feminist cinemas and theories; 
and psychoanalytic theory.   

Tim Crofts
Lecturer; Jazz, Improvisation, 
Music and Culture

Research include: Improvised music, 
study of Jazz, performance 
techniques and experimental 
musics.
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Thank you! 

We hope to see you on campus this 
fall!

Questions?

Contact performingarts@dal.ca

mailto:performingarts@dal.ca



