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Susan Sontag – a true 

Cassandra of the late 20th

century – amidst the ruins 

of the destroyed National 

Library of Sarajevo



©Cassandra-Projekt 3

[…]

Sorry Cassandra, I misunderstood

Now the last day is dawning

Some of us wanted, but none of us would

Listen to words of warning

[…]

And we were caught in our sleep

Sorry Cassandra, I didn't believe

You really had the power

[…]

ABBA: 
Sorry Cassandra! (1981)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuY-suICRjg



Ruanda 
1994

Afghanistan 
2021

Srebrenica
1995

Ukraine
2022

Political misjudgments lead to humanitarian disasters



"Six centuries later, now, we are being again 

engaged in battles and are facing battles. They are 

not armed battles, although such things cannot be 

excluded yet. However, regardless of what kind of 

battles they are, they cannot be won without 

resolve, bravery, and sacrifice, without the noble 

qualities that were present here in the field of 

Kosovo in the days past.”

Slobodan Milošević: Gazimestan Speech, 28 June 

1989

Every war is 
preceded by a 
war of words.





“If Tom Clancy knew, why not the 

EU?”

– Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Aha, says Vorodin, let's test what happens if we take back Crimea, 
which is historically Russian anyway, and let's see what happens if
we destabilise the eastern parts of Ukraine and ultimately target
Kiev directly.
The destabilisation of Ukraine is carried out with a great deal of
propaganda and material promises and relies on an indecisive
and hesitant Europe. Clancy's Vorodin wants to restore the old
Soviet empire and thereby amass enormous wealth with his
henchmen in the Kremlin.





Why not develop  (together 

with experienced authors 

deeply familiar with the 

region concerned) powerful 

counternarratives, able to 

destroy  hate speech and 

historical nonsense?

advertisement campaign for 

Benetton by Oliviero Toscani, 

1998
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international 
security 

impacts of 
climate crisis

technology 
assessment

transformation 
of values

social 
vulnerabilities

CASSANDRA‘s fields of interest 



The Conflict and Emotion Map is 

intended to show which texts, ideas, 

feelings and narratives are circulating in 

a region.  In this way, social and political 

upheavals become visible at an early 

stage - long before troop movements 

and explosions.



Recognize connections, patterns and 

emotional trends - The 'Conflict and Emotion 

Map' as a visualization tool

The map visually presents the results and 

trends - derived from the methodical

combination of environmental analysis, text

analysis/database and author

conferences/interviews - and makes the

results visible in a structured geographical

context. Using a color scale, it provides

decision-makers with a quick overview.
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CASSANDRA networking



Boualem Sansal (*1949) is an 
Algerian author.  

His dystopian novel, “2084” (2015) 
was inspired by George Orwell's 
Nineteen-Eighty Four and is set in an 
Islamist totalitarian world.



In December 2012, Azerbaijani writer 

Akram Aylisli published his novel "Stone 

Dreams," which focused on the 1989-90 

anti-Armenian pogroms in Baku and the 

massacres committed by Turkish troops 

against the Armenians of his home village 

in 1918. As a result, he went overnight from 

being a celebrated national writer to an 

enemy of the state, accused of having 

"betrayed" his nation.









In his new novel, "The Day of the

Oprichnik," anti-utopian Vladimir Sorokin 

describes a politically completely isolated

Russia of 2027 and asks what distinguishes

the country from actual democracies.

– Deutschlandfunk (2008)



"'Is Russia going to collapse?'

'What are you, a journalist?" (…)

'Russia is good precisely because it is 

unpredictable. That's our basic law, and 

anyone who doesn't get that is an 

asshole. Russia can collapse at any 

time! Or not.’”

– from Viktor Jerfejew’s “Encyclopedia 

of the Russian soul”



In "Elephantina's Moscow Years" 

(2016), Yulia Kissina shows that 

the imprints and mentalities of 

the past, such as Russian 

"cosmopolitanism," have 

ultimately lost none of their 

relevance. 





Puschkin: To the Slanderers of Russia (1831)

“Why rave ye, babblers, so — ye lords of popular wonder?

Why such anathemas 'gainst Russia do you thunder?

What moves your idle rage? Is 't Poland's fallen pride?

'T is but Slavonic kin among themselves contending,

An ancient household strife, oft judged but still unending,

[...]

Which shall stand fast in such commotion,

The haughty Pole, or faithful Russ?

And shall Slavonic streams meet in a Russian ocean —

Or that dry up? This is point for us. 

Peace, peace! your eyes are all unable

To read our history's bloody table;

Strange in your sight and dark must be

Our springs of household enmity!

To you the Kreml and Praga's tower

Are voiceless all, — you mark the fate

And daring of the battle-hour, —

And understand us not, but hate — —

[...]



Every war is 
preceded by a 
war of words.

Engaging in the „battle of the words“

Counter-narratives 
can be a effective 

intervention.

Let’s not miss the time 
window where deadly 

stereotypes and narratives 
become entrenched.



Step 1

Lectures/

textual analysis

Collecting

observations

Step 2

Identification of

the crucial points

Scaling and 

categorization of

the material

Preparation of the

emotion map

Step 3

Development of 

counter-

narratives and 

demystification, 

truth

Step 4

Communicative

fight against fake  

news and 

dangerous

ideologies

Destruction of

totalitarian lie-

building





CASSANDRA meets Ulysses

As soon as the potential danger has 

been recognized and localized in 

advance by "Cassandra", the work of 

"Ulysses" begins.

The special focus is on the timely 

isolation and neutralization of 

extremists and hardliners (e.g. by 

undermining their propaganda) as 

well as structural measures (e.g. 

reducing social tensions).

The earlier Cassandra locates threats, 

the more efficiently Odysseus' survival 

strategies can be implemented. In this 

respect, CASSANDRA and ULYSSES 

belong integrally together.



CASSANDRA meets AI

● development and distribution of 

counternarratives

● access to broad databases of (collective) 

imaginations and emotions
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