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SPEAKER PROFILES 
 

Michelle Egan is Jean Monnet Professor and Co-Director of the Transatlantic Policy Center in the School 

of International Service at American University. She is currently a Global Fellow at the Wilson Center, a 

think-tank in Washington DC. She specializes in international political economy, focusing on trade 

policy, governance, regional trade agreements, technical barriers to trade, standards, and regulatory 

cooperation. She is the author of two single authored books including the award-winning Single 

Markets: Economic Integration in Europe and the United States (Oxford University Press) as well as 

three edited volumes, and more than 40 book chapters and articles. She has written about various trade 

agreements (EU, CETA, TTIP), trade policy, economic integration, federalism and trade, compliance, and 

is currently working on projects related to an EU-Australia FTA, transatlantic regulatory cooperation, 

industrial subsidies and impact of trade policy on subnational politics in Europe and the US. She has 

briefed US Ambassadors designate to various European countries and participated in policy briefings 

with various US and European government agencies, including Commerce, NIC, USTR, European 

Commission, European Parliament Liaison Office, among others. 

 

Johan Eliasson is Professor of Political Science at East Stroudsburg University, and non-resident 

researcher at the Observatory of European Foreign Policy at the Barcelona Institute of International 

Studies (IBEI). His research focuses on European trade policy and transatlantic trade relations. In 

addition to three books, his work has appeared in numerous journals, including the Journal of European 

Public Policy, Journal of European Integration, Global Policy, and the Journal of World Trade, among 

others. 

   

Robert Finbow is Eric Denis Memorial Professor of Political Science and Deputy Director of the Jean 

Monnet European Union Centre of Excellence at Dalhousie University. He holds an MA degree from York 

University and MSc and PhD from the London School of Economics and Political Science. His research 

focuses on the socially responsible elements of trade agreements, especially labour and social issues in 

the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the EU. He has published books, chapters, and 

articles on the CETA and TTIP negotiations, the EU social dimension and fiscal crisis, labour and 

environmental aspects of NAFTA, comparative health care and social policy, comparative North 



American political cultures, Atlantic Canadian regionalism, and comparative regional development in 

North America. His focus recently has been on CETA, especially the implications for social policy. His 

edited collection on CETA Implementations and Implications was published by McGill-Queen’s University 

Press. 

 

David A. Gantz is Samuel M. Fegtly Professor of Law emeritus, and director emeritus, International 

Economic Law and Policy Program at the University of Arizona. He is also Will Clayton Fellow for Trade 

and International Economics at the Center for the United States and Mexico/Baker Institute Rice 

University. He teaches and writes in the areas of international trade and investment law, regional trade 

agreements, public international law, and international environmental law. He has written extensively 

on World Trade Organization (WTO) and NAFTA trade law and dispute resolution issues, as well as a 

range of other international trade matters. Gantz is the author or co-author six books and more than 80 

journal articles and book chapters. He has served as a consultant for the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and the World Bank. 

 

Achim Hurrelmann is Professor of Political Science and Co-Director of the Centre for European Studies 

at Carleton University. His research focuses on the politics of the European Union, with a particular 

emphasis on political discourses about European integration, the democratization of the EU, as well as 

Canada-EU relations. With Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly and Amy Verdun, he published European Union 

Governance and Policy Making: A Canadian Perspective (University of Toronto Press 2nd Edition, 2023), 

the first textbook on EU politics focused explicitly on a Canadian readership. His research articles have 

appeared in some of the leading journals in the field, including European Journal of Political Research, 

West European Politics, Journal of European Public Policy, and Journal of European Integration. 

 

Michèle Rioux has been a Full Professor at the Department of Political Science at the Université du 

Québec à Montréal since June 2006. Between 2011 and 2023, she was Director of the Center for Studies 

on Integration and Globalization (CEIM).  As a specialist in international political economy, she focuses 

on international organizations and global governance, transnational corporations, competition, 

information society and telecommunications, economic integration and regionalism. She is lead of a 

research team funded by the FRQSC and a member of the Academy of Social Science of the Royal 

Society of Canada.  

 

Agnès Ruffat is an economist and a data strategist and analyst for Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development Canada at the Clean Growth Hub Cleantech policy department. She holds an MBA from 

l’Ecole des Ponts-ParisTech, and for over 20 years, she has worked in finance, financial technology, 

innovation, trade, and international affairs for both the private and public sectors. As a former 

economic and public diplomacy counsellor for the Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium, as well as a 

private consultant, Agnès facilitated trade and governmental relations between the EU member states 

and Canada, and developed her expertise on the CETA negotiations, and on the implications of this 

agreement implementation. Her project at the University of Ottawa’s Graduate School of Public and 

International Affairs (GSPIA) focused on “Public Procurement in the International Free Trade Agreement 

CETA between the EU and Canada.”  

 



Scott Sinclair retired as Director of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ Trade and Investment 

Research Project (TIRP) in January 2021. Over more than 20 years at the CCPA, Scott wrote numerous 

books, chapters, and papers including Bad Medicine: Trade Treaties, Privatization and Health Care 

Reform in Canada, Facing the Facts: A Guide to the GATS Debate (both with Jim Grieshaber-Otto), and 

Putting Health First: Canadian Health Care Reform, Trade Treaties and Foreign Policy (with Matthew 

Sanger), a background study prepared for the Romanow Commission on the Future of Health Care in 

Canada. Prior to joining CCPA, Scott was a senior trade policy advisor with the government of British 

Columbia. 

 

Stuart Trew is a senior researcher at the CCPA National Office and the past editor of the CCPA Monitor. 

In February 2021, he became Director of the CCPA's Trade and Investment Research Project. His current 

research interests include investor-state dispute settlement, trade and procurement, gender and trade, 

and CUSMA dispute settlement. Stuart was a co-editor of the CCPA publication Making Sense of the 

CETA (with Scott Sinclair and Hadrian Mertins-Kirkwood) and the 2016 Lorimer anthology The TPP and 

Canada: A Citizen's Guide (with Scott Sinclair). Between 2006 and 2014, he was a trade researcher and 

campaigner with the Council of Canadians where, in 2009, he helped found the Trade Justice Network. 

He has a BA in journalism/political science and MA in political economy from Carleton University. 

 

Jean-Baptiste Velut is Professor in American Politics at Sorbonne Nouvelle University of Paris. His 

research focuses on US and European trade policies, trade linkages and globalization debates. Jean-

Baptiste is also a senior expert with LSE Consulting’s Trade Policy Hub, with which he coordinated the 7-

country comparative analysis of Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) approaches commissioned 

by the EU Commission (2022). He co-edited a book entitled Understanding Mega Trade Deals: The 

Political and Economic Governance of New Cross-Regionalism, published by Routledge in 2017. He has 

also published pieces on trade policies under Presidents Trump and Obama, and the role of trade in 

geostrategic competition with competitors like China. 

 

Crina Viju-Miljusevic is Associate Professor and Director of the Institute of European, Russian and 

Eurasian Studies at Carleton University. She is also the Associate Director of the Centre for European 

Studies at Carleton University, and she holds a Jean Monnet Chair in “EU External Relations: Competing 

Regionalism in Eurasia” funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union. Her research 

interests include the economic effects of different trade policies applied within the EU, US and Canada, 

European economic integration, and the EU as an external actor. Crina’s current research focuses on the 

EU trade policy, Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) as well as the EU, 

Russia and China as competing actors in Eurasia. She has an extensive publication record, including 

edited or co-edited volumes, and numerous journal articles, book chapters and conference 

presentations. 

 

Elizabeth Whitsitt teaches various courses in international law and dispute resolution at the University 

of Calgary, Faculty of Law. She received her LLM in international legal studies from New York University 

and completed her PhD in 2017. Elizabeth has published and presented extensively in the areas of 

international trade and investment law. She is co-recipient of a SSHRC Insight Grant that explores 

arbitration mechanisms in trade, investment and human rights. She is also the Canadian collaborator in 

a project multidisciplinary study on hydrogen governance being funded by the Japan Society of the 



Promotion of Science (JSPS). Elizabeth is a fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) 

and has been appointed to Canada’s USMCA (United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement) Chapter 10 

Roster. Professor Whitsitt is also a Canadian Member of the USMCA’s Joint Public Advisory Committee 

to the Commission for Environmental Cooperation. 

 

Chien-Huei Wu is currently Research Professor in Institute of European and American Studies, 

Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan. He coordinated the EU thematic research group in that institute during 

the period of 2013 to 2015 and now coordinates the US-Taiwan-China trilateral relationship research 

group. He received his PhD degree in EUI in 2009. His research interests cover US-China relations, 

Taiwan Relations Act, transpacific relations, EU external relations law and international economic law. 

He closely follows US-China and EU-China relations and US and EU FTA talks. He has published WTO and 

the Greater China: Economic Integration and Dispute Resolution (Martinus Nijhoff 2012) and Law and 

Politics on Export Restrictions: WTO and Beyond (Cambridge University Press 2021). He co-

edits Multilateralism at Peril: The Uneasy Triangle of the US, China and the EU (Routledge 2022) 

and Law and Diplomacy in the Management of EU-Asia Economic Disputes (Routledge 2019). 

 

Ruben Zaiotti is Director of the Jean Monnet European Union Centre of Excellence, Jean Monnet Chair 

in Border Control, and Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at Dalhousie 

University. He holds a PhD from the University of Toronto, a Master of Studies from the University of 

Oxford and a BA from the University of Bologna.  Ruben’s areas of research interest relate to migration, 

border control and security in Europe and North America.  His recent publications include a volume co-

edited with Corneliu Bjola on Digital Diplomacy and International Organisations: Autonomy, Legitimacy 

and Contestation (Routledge, 2020). 
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