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PLAN OF LECTURE

1. Identity and Europe

2. Building an European 

identity

3. Do you Europeans feel 

‘European’? 

4. The identity-migration 

nexus in Europe



IDENTITY

• Identity 

 => the conception and expression of a person’s 

individuality        

 

Two dimensions:

  1) personal

  2) collective
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COLLECTIVE IDENTITY

• Collective identity

 the idea that a group of people accept a fundamental and 

consequential similarity that causes them to feel solidarity 

amongst themselves (Brubaker and Cooper, 2000).

Similarities in collective identity:

• Language

• Religion

• Ethnicity

• common formative experience

 => shared ‘culture’



IDENTITY AND NATIONALISM

• Nationalism 
=> ideology that emphasises shared 

culture to build a cross-class alliance 

around a nation-building project 

• Nationalism and identity
Nationalism => Since 19th century the                                 

most popular form of collective ID

• Types of nationalism
➢ Ethnic

➢ Civic



IDENTITY AND EUROPE

⚫ European experience with nationalism 

 => mostly negative

⚫ ‘European’ identity 

=> as alternative to national

=> mostly civic conception

• But: 
➢ contested 

➢ nested (regional, national, subnational)

➢ European = EU?



THE MYTH OF EUROPE

Fresque de la maison de Jason à Pompéi, Musée de Naples

http://homepage.mac.com/cparada/GML/Crete.html


UNITED EUROPE: PRECEDENTS



BUILDING AN EUROPEAN IDENTITY:   

THE HOUSE OF EUROPEAN HISTORY

The European flag
The European anthem

Europe Day, 9 May

The motto: United in diversity



BUILDING AN EUROPEAN IDENTITY:  

EU’S ‘STATE-LIKE’ SYMBOLS

The European flag
The European anthem

Europe Day, 9 May

The motto: United in diversity



BUILDING AN EUROPEAN IDENTITY: 

THE EURO

The European flag
The European anthem

Europe Day, 9 May

The motto: United in diversity



‘SITUATIONAL 

EUROPEANS’? 

EUROPEAN VS (SUB) 

NATIONAL IDENTITY



THE EU’S APPEAL



THE EU’S APPEAL



A EURO-SCEPTIC EUROPE?



2024 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

ELECTIONS: A RIGHT TURN?



THE MIGRATION-IDENTITY 

NEXUS IN EUROPE



THE MIGRATION-IDENTITY 

NEXUS IN EUROPE



THE SALIENCE OF MIGRATION 

IN EUROPE



MIGRATION-IDENTITY NEXUS: 

THE ‘OTHER’ WITHIN



VIEWS OF THE ‘OTHER’ IN 

EUROPE



MULTICULTURALISM IN 

EUROPE



MULTICULTURALISM IN 

EUROPE
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