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Inuit









About Representation

Two definitions (Oxford Dictionary):

ÅThe fact of having representatives who will speak or vote for you or 
act in your place

ÅThe act of presenting somebody/something in a particular way; 
something that shows or describes something



Northern Frontier  Northern Homeland



Context: power & post-colonialism

ÅProcesses ƻŦ άOtheringέ ϧ Arctic Orientalism 

ÅDiscourses built on power relations, on political and economic 
interests of socio-economic and political institutions

ÅPost-colonialism: longtime hegemonic discourses are being 
challenged 



Nunavut
Inuit Homeland



Inuit ς before settlement



ÅBennett , J. & S. Rowley  (eds .), Uqalurait : 
An Oral History  of Nunavut  McGill -Queenôs 
University Press, Montreal 2004





Amitturmiut : ñpeople  who  live 
near  a water massò

ÅUsed an  area of approximately   
38.000km2

ÅThey  moved  around  in the 
area according  to  the  rhythm  
of the season

Å Source: Bennett and Rowley eds. 2004





Change: move to  settlements



Transformation

1900 -1930s: 

Å Inuit start living around  settlement  and trade  in 
skins

1930s:

ÅCrisis in Canada: poverty  and famine

After  2nd World War: Canadian Northern  Policy

ÅHousing programs

ÅEducation

ÅMedical care 









Growing awareness and 
emancipation

ÅLiving in settlements

ÅChanges in life style  and culture 

ÅSocial  problems

ÅControl and management of natural  
resources

Å1960s: oil  and gas exploration

Å1980s: seal fur  boycot 



Increasing number of 
indigenous leaders with 
knowledge of politics and law

1969: White Paper

ÅAll  Canadias  are equal  for  law  = end 
of special position  of Canadaôs First 
Nations

ÅRed Power protests  

Court cases and court rulling  for  land 
claims e.g. Nisgaôa in British 
Columbia



1971: Inuit Tapirisat  of Canada (ITC)

ñto create an Inuit homeland to protect and 
nurture Inuit cultureò (Cameron & White 
1995)

1973: Aboriginal Comprehensive Land 
Claims Policy 

ñIf  there  is proof , you  can claim the  landò

Berger Inquiry: Northern Frontiers, 
Northern Homeland. 
Hearing: D ene chief Frank TôSeleie (1975)
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics
/rights - freedoms/the -berger -pipeline -
inquiry/my -nation -will -stop - the -pipeline.html
 

http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/rights-freedoms/the-berger-pipeline-inquiry/my-nation-will-stop-the-pipeline.html
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/rights-freedoms/the-berger-pipeline-inquiry/my-nation-will-stop-the-pipeline.html
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/rights-freedoms/the-berger-pipeline-inquiry/my-nation-will-stop-the-pipeline.html


The road to Nunavut



A brief history

1969 Canadian Government issues White Paper, followed by Red Paper by IPs

1970s Court cases

1971 Inuit organize themselves in Inuit Tapirisat of Canada (ITC)

1973 Aboriginal Comprehensive Land Claims Policy

1976 Inuit put a land claim on the table + a proposal for the creation of a territory

          A lot of negotation

1993: Nunavut Land Claims Agreement = about land ownership, compensation, 
hunting rights etc.

1993: Nunavut Act = about governance - creation of Nunavut Territory and 
Nunavut Government

1999: Creation of Nunavut Territory and Government



Mapping  out cultural  space  and  land use





Agreement with the Federal Government

1993: Nunavut Land Claims Agreement  
land ownership (17%), sub surface rights 
(2%), compensation, royalties, use of land 
for hunting, co -management

1993: Nunavut Act
creation of Nunavut Territory and Nunavut 
Governement



Nunavut Act

ÅCreation  of Nunavut Territory  and 
Nunavut Government

ÅNunavut is public government  for  all  
residents  of the  Territory

Å85% of the  population  is Inuit

ÅIndirectly : self -government



1999: birth of Nunavut Territory + Government 







Inuksuk as Canadian symbol

ÅJuno Beach Centre, Normandy -
France



Inuit Governance: Inuitize government

άhǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƻ Lƴǳƛǘ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ 
of our society. We must use our own way of thinking when creating a 
ƴŜǿ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ (Anawak1998)

ÅConsensus style government

ÅRepresentation of Inuit in politics and administration

ÅDecentralisation: government in the communities

ÅLegislation (wildlife management, education, language, etc.)

ÅAnd: Inuit Qaujmajatuqangit



Nunavut Government ςLegislative Assembly



Consensus style government



bǳƴŀǾǳǘΧ ǘƘŜ 
Governance Structure

ÅNunavut Government: territory, public

ÅNunavut Tunngavik Incorporated: Inuit

ÅFederal Government: federal, public

ÅCo-Management Bodies: all together



Decentralisation



A Representative Government



Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit (IQ)

άŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǳƛǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǿƻǊƭŘ-view, 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 

(Nunavut Social Development Council, 1998, p. 1) 

άƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ Lƴǳƛǘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ 
culture, values and beliefs, survival skills, use of resources, humane and 
sustainable harvesting, and the understanding of society, ecology and the 
environmentέ 

(NG, Department of Sustainable Development n.d.)

ά²Ƙŀǘ Lƴǳƛǘ ƪƴƻǿέ



άΧfor most hunter-gatherer societies, the land has been an inextricable part of 
their lives: it provides not only their sustenance in the form of game, fish and 
vegetable foods, but also is at the foundation of their spiritual beliefs and 
social control mechanismsΦέ Young (1999) 



People live in communitiesé







Being out on the land is what important

άLƴǳƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
and formulate their self-perceptions in cosmological 
ǘŜǊƳǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎέ 
(Stuckenberger2005)



The real Inuit - Inummariit

ά/ŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ Ƴƻǎǘ Lƴǳƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ 
Inuit way of life compared to living in the settlements. The 
modern spring/summer camps address not only the ideal 
of inummariit (the real Inuit ςKvD) but include present day 
Inuit formulations in which they identify themselves as 
Lƴǳƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘέ 

(Stuckenberger 2005)












