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MULTI-CULTURALISM

Sociology

refers to the presence of people 
from diverse racial and ethnic 
backgrounds

a society characterized by its 
demographic diversity.

Government of Canada (2024)

 ensuring that all citizens keep their 
identities, take pride in their 
ancestry and have a sense of 
belonging.



MULTICULTURALISM- LEVELS AND MEANING

AS FACT AS IDEOLOGY AS POLICY AS PRACTICE AS CRITICAL 

DISCOURSE

Descriptive 

and empirical 

statement of 

what is

Prescriptive and 

projective 

statement of what 

ought to be

Explicit government 

initiatives to foster 

social equality, 

cultural diversity, 

and national 

interests

Putting 

multiculturalism into 

practice at two levels 

(a) political and (b) 

minority women and 

men

Challenge, resist, and 

transform the 

distribution of cultural 

power in society
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(Fleras and Kunz 2001:7) 



MULTICULTURALISM    
AS FACT

- Part of Canadian Life

- History of settlement and colonization

- Increased diversity with consistent immigration

- Linguistic diversity

- Canada is one of  two countries in the world with 

a formal commitment to multiculturalism

- More than 250 different ethnicities, Canada is 

among the most diverse countries in the world.

- 19% of  Canadian population is of  visible 

minority

- By 2036- estimated 24%-30% of  Canadians will 

be immigrants.



1970’S-
MULTICULTURALISM AS 

PUBLIC POLICY

• Ethnicity multiculturalism (1970’s)

• Management of diversity through 
formal initiatives in the federal, 
provincial, territorial and municipal 
domains.

• The formative period

• Celebrating differences

• Culture

• Ethnicity

• Individual adjustments

• Focusing on Prejudice

• Seeking to promote cultural 
sensitivity 

• Mosaic



1980’S 
MULTICULTURALISM AS 

PUBLIC POLICY

Equity Multiculturalism- “level playing field“

- Canada much more multicultural

- Immigration noticeably changed 
population composition

- Focus on Fostering equality

- Race Relations- minority/majority 
separation

- emergence of individuals and groups 
promoting racist ideas. 

- Institutional inclusion- i.e. employment 
equity

- Response to systemic discrimination- 
remove social and cultural barriers 

- Structure- institutionalization of 
multicultural policy



Canada’s multicultural 
landscape

multicultural heritage of 
Canadians was 

recognized

The Constitution Act of  1982 

included the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms 

guaranteed fundamental 
freedoms of conscience, thought, 

speech and peaceful assembly, 

official language rights and 

equality rights without 
discrimination  on the grounds of 

race, ethnic origins, religion, sex, 

age or disability and official 
language rights. 



1990’S MULTICULTURALISM 
AS PUBLIC POLICY

Civic multiculturalism (1990’s-
2000s)

• Focus on Living together

• Society Building

• Citizenship

• Community participation

• Response to Exclusion

• Seeking inclusiveness and 
Belonging



2000’S MULTICULTURALISM 
AS PUBLIC POLICY

- Diversity and inclusion era

- Canada as a mosaic

-Tolerance

-Religious freedoms

-Restructuring of institutions

-Social cohesion

- Inclusion



THE CANADIAN 
MULTICULTURALISM ACT-

1988

Promote the acknowledgment of and respect 
for diverse ethnicities, cultures, races and 
religions, and supports the freedom of these 
groups to preserve their heritage. 

Confirms the rights of Aboriginal people and 
the status of Canada’s official languages. 

Sensitive and responsive to the multicultural 
reality of Canada

Equal opportunities for employment and 
advancement

Policies, programs and practices enhance 
understanding of and respect for the 
diversity



THE CANADIAN 
MULTICULTURALISM ACT-

1988 

Access barriers

-Multiculturalism as a positive instrument of  

change 

- Remove barriers that preclude the 

involvement, equity, and representation of  

all citizens

-Remove barriers to access to Canadian 

institutions. 

- Increase minority participation in Canada's 

major institutions 

- Decision-making

- Resource allocation



THE MULTICULTURALISM 
ACT

Whole-of-government

-All government agencies expected to provide 

leadership 

-All government agencies expected to take part in 

the design and implementation

-Accountability and compliance- i.e. annual 

reports.

-Promoting cross-cultural understanding

-Facilitate attainment of  social and economic 

integration through institutional change

-removal of  discriminating barriers.



MULTICULTURALISM- 
PROGRAMS Multiculturalism and Anti-

Racism Program 

- Department of Canadian 
Heritage

- Grants & Contributions

- Public outreach  and 
promotion

- Support to federal & 
public institutions

- International engagement
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MULTICULTURALISM 
AS A PUBLIC POLICY

Provincial and Territorial Multiculturalism Policies

All provincial governments - have some form of multiculturalism 

policy. 

Some have enacted multiculturalism legislation   

Some have a multiculturalism advisory council

 Quebec- interculturalism

 Nova Scotia



MULTICULTURALISM AS 
IDEOLOGY

Fact- what is; Ideology- What ought to be

a relatively coherent set of ideas and ideals 

pertaining to the celebration of Canada's 

cultural diversity.

Entrenched in beliefs

Multiculturalism in Canada

 Generally, widely accepted public idea, at 
least in principle

 Canadian identity include bilingualism and 

multiculturalism.

 Increase in multiculturalism as “Canadian”

 More positive attitudes toward immigration-

multiculturalism

 Reduced feeling that immigration levels are 

too high



MULTICULTURALISM 
AS IDEOLOGY- 

CRITICS

Policies

Misleading policy

full participation in social, cultural, 

economic and political realms has not 
been achieved

multiculturalism is for the private sphere 
– not public issue

Undermines integration- enclaves, 
inward-focused mentality 

emphasizes differences, rather than 
“Canadian” values

obligation to accept 
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MULTICULTURALISM AS 
IDEOLOGY- CRITICS

People

Commodified

divided loyalties

hinders human development - ghetto nation (developing 
countries)

Displaces ‘national’ minorities – frustrates their aspirations

fosters inequality among minorities-competition for power 
and resources

Costly drain of resources

Religious diversity- weakened church-state relations

17



MULTICULTURALISM 
AS IDEOLOGY- 

CRITICS

National fabric

Divisive nature- different ethnic 
backgrounds, intensifies 
misunderstanding and hostility

threat to the status quo- destroyed 
homogenous and harmonious past

cultural relativism-political correctness, 
death of Canadian history

Fragmentation- erodes national unity

Displacement- Canadians becoming 
“strangers in their own land”

Multiculturalism Has Gone Too Far?

Where to draw the multicultural line?
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MULTICULTURALISM AS 
PRACTICE

Applications for advancing 

goals, agendas, and 

ambitions 

 Plays out on the ground 

 Nation-wide

 on a daily basis.

Dignity and rights

Power

Privilege

Equity

Change



MULTICULTURALISM AS 
PRACTICE- 

INTERSECTING POLICIES

-Refugee and Asylum Seeking (appeals, 

3rd country agreements)

-Anti-immigrant/refugee sentiments

-Terrorism and Citizens security (state 
and citizens)

The points system

The new Head Tax?= $975 "Right of 

Landing Fee" ("ROLF") for permanent 
residence. 

Systemic barriers
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MULTICULTURALISM AS 
PRACTICE- HATE CRIMES



REFLECTION QUESTIONS

How does 
multiculturalism play 
out, or doesn’t play 
out, in the everyday 

life of Canada?

What are the 
implications of 

resisting a 
multicultural society? 
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