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To the Dalhousie Classics Community (Past and Present),
I do hope this note finds you well in the strangest and most uncertain period in living
memory. I am writing to you as Acting Chair of Classics (with the Program in Religious
Studies and Arabic) for the 2020-21 academic year. Recently, Dr. Frank Harvey, the Dean
of our Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, was beamed up into the higher
administration to become the Acting Provost and Vice-President Academic of Dalhousie
University. As a result, Dr. Roberta Barker will serve as Acting Dean of the Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences, and our usual Classics Department Chair, Dr. Michael
Fournier, will serve as Associate Dean Academic of our Faculty. For this reason, I will be
staying on as Acting Chair during the year of our online pandemic experiment. Although
this job is daunting, I am consoled that the Dean’s office is now packed with Dal Classics
Alumni – Dean Barker graduated from King’s-Dal with a BA in Classics and English, and
Associate Dean Fournier graduated with his BA and MA in Classics from Dalhousie – it
has surely been some time since the level of Latin in our Dean’s Office has been so high!
On top of this, our own Dr. Peter O’Brien continues to serve as Vice-President of the
University of King’s College. It is wonderful knowing that Dalhousie and King’s are in the
hands of three scholars and teachers so firmly committed to the study of the
Humanities and with such a keen sense of what the Dalhousie Classics Department
uniquely contributes to it.
Currently, Dalhousie Classics students and faculty are preparing to come together
online for the 2020-21 academic year, since there will be no in-person classes or events
on campus this year. It has been a very busy summer with a very steep learning curve as
faculty learn how to accomplish what we used to accomplish together with students in
lecture-halls, seminar rooms, the Classics Department lounge, and faculty offices, while
we are all now teaching and learning from in our make-shift home offices and studios.
Dalhousie Classics has always been a tight-knit intellectual community, and so we are
trying to think of ways of not only preserving the rigour and excitement of our classes,
but the dynamic life of the Department outside the classroom. I recently sent a message
out to all our current students to re-assure them that their Classics professors are all
dedicated to making sure their classes next year are as rigorous and stimulating as their
in-person Classics classes were. Zeus-willing, we shall be able to approximate fulfilling
this commitment – but if we fall short, it will not be for lack of effort and energy – I have
been frankly in awe this summer of the creativity and commitment of my colleagues
during this transition.

In this newsletter, you will read about some of the recent achievements of our
students and faculty, mostly from the “before-times”, before COVID closed everything
down in March. We are very proud of our Departmental language prize winners Zainab
Syed, Arden Rogalsky and Katherine Stratton (winning our awards in memory of Nicole
Knox, Dr. Donald Hambrick, and Dr. Patrick Atherton). We were also thrilled to see our
Latin students, Angus Wilson and Malcolm Sepulchre, place in the national Classical
Association of Canada sight translation competition. You can also read about two
exciting books recently published by our resident scholar of Hinduism, Dr. Chris
Austin. I would also like to extend my warmest congratulations to Dr. Alexander
(Sasha) Treiger, for his recent promotion to Full Professor. That he has achieved this
distinction so early on in his career at Dalhousie is a testament to the amazing
productivity and impact of his scholarship in the dual fields of Arabic Christianity and
medieval Islam. You will also read about last year’s entertaining and moving Pythian
Games, as we try to determine what will be possible for the Pythian Games in 2021.
The graduate program continues to thrive in the ultra-competent hands of our new
graduate coordinator Dr. Emily Varto. We congratulate recent MA graduates Cristalle
Watson, Ksenia Romashova, and Madelaine Wheeler, who will be starting Ph.D.
programs in Classics at UBC, University of Toronto, and University of Southern
California. A handful of our current MA students are just wrapping up their MA thesis
for late-August submission (some of you might even remember this stressful time!). We
are looking forward to welcoming Aidan Cyr and Aidan Ingalls into our MA program
this year. Aidan Cyr was the recipient of the University Medal in Classics last year,
Aidan Ingalls has received both a SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council) award and the highest Dalhousie award for graduate students, the Killam
Scholarship, and continuing MA student Michéla d’Entremont was also awarded a
SSHRC award for the Fall. Andrew Griffin will join our Ph.D. program in the Fall after
completing his MA on Anselm’s Proslogion. For his proposed doctoral research on
Nicholas of Cusa under the supervision of Dr. Hankey, Andrew was awarded both a
SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship and a Nova Scotia Graduate Scholarship for the duration of
his degree.

Our graduate students this year will be taking a particularly rich set of graduate
seminars. We are offering advanced seminars on Virgil, Greek Tragedy, Boethius,
Augustine, Pre-Socratic philosophy, Plato's Theaetetus-Sophist-Statesman, a seminar
on Greek magical papyri, on Al-Ghazali, Nicholas of Cusa, and a Greek reading class on
Plato's Symposium. The seminar on magical papyri will be offered by Dal Classics
alumnus Dr. Kyle Fraser. Dr. Fraser teaches at King’s in the History of Science and
Technology and Foundation year Program. While he often teaches classes that we
cross-list with Classics, this is the first time we have had Kyle teach a graduate
seminar in his area of research expertise in Dal Classics, an arrangement which was
made possible through a trade for my own teaching services this year in the
Foundation Year Program. As always, a great service Classics alumni can provide is to
spread the good news about us to anyone you think might like to study with us, either
at the undergraduate or graduate level.
With so much online this year, I am hoping there might be new opportunities to
reconnect with our alumni outside the Halifax area. In particular, I invite everyone to
consider attending talks in our Visiting Speaker Seminar (see the item in this
newsletter for a full schedule, or consult the schedule here:
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/classics/news-events/lecture_series.html) . We
have tried to make the best of this situation by inviting scholars to deliver
presentations over Zoom whom we may not have been able to afford to fly to Halifax.
Dal Classics Alumni are enthusiastically invited to join these Zoom sessions, which
will always be followed by Question and Answer period. Our wonderful Departmental
Administrator, Donna Edwards, will be sending out announcements for each talk in the
week leading up to it, with information about how to connect through Zoom. These
events include both a presentation from our visiting speaker followed by a Question
and Answer session (sadly, with no wine and cheese reception afterwards). It would be
wonderful to have wide participation from past and present students of the
Department, so mark these dates in your calendar!

Further, as you will see from the item in this Newsletter, we were forced to postpone
our second Dal Classics Alumni Text Seminar this past August. The hope is to resume
this new tradition during the August 2021 long weekend, through the study of the
Electra plays of Sophocles and Euripides. Our first Alumni Seminar, devoted to Plato’s
Cratylus, was a resounding success, with over forty participants gathered around a
seminar table for two days of stimulating discussion and socializing. If you would be
interested in participating in 2021, whether the seminar ends up in-person or online,
please do send us a note. If we are able to meet in person, we hope to kick things off
with a viewing of Strauss’ Elektra opera, introduced by Dal Classics alumna and opera
scholar Dr. Maria Euchner (BA 1999), who now teaches in the Foundation Year Program
(alongside a teaching team packed with Dal Classics alumni which includes Hilary Ilkay,
Michelle Wilband, Michael Bennett, Christopher Snook, Thomas Curran, Kyle Fraser,
Director Neil Robertson, and Administrative Assistant Elisabeth Stones (Kleven).
Finally, a note for our current Classics Students: We must work together to keep the
extra-curricular life of the Department alive this year! The Classics Department will be
hiring two current Classics students this Fall to this very end, so if you are looking for
employment please keep your eyes peeled for the job ads we will be sending out soon.
We will be looking for students to keep our website and social media accounts up-todate so students and alumni can rely on them for the latest Classics news, as well as
someone who can organize some online student events and keep students connected
with one another so that departmental life outside the classroom remains alive and
vibrant. Further, the great undergraduate Classics student society Res Publica lives on in
our pandemic age, so be sure to read their note in this newsletter and stay connected
with them throughout the year.
Please do not hesitate to contact me this year if you have any questions about the
Classics Department, or any ideas about how to keep our small intellectual community
thriving in the online form of the 2020-21 academic year. Additionally, I am always
excited to hear from alumni, and if you have news we could include in our next
newsletter, please let me know. It is always a pleasure for me to be in touch with any
past or present member of the Dal Classics community.
I wish you all the best.
Sincerely,

PYTHIAN GAMES IX
The Classics Department's 9th annual
Pythian Games commenced with great
fanfare on March 6th, 2020. The Games
began with the dramatic sacrifice of a rare
blue sheep in order to ensure their success
and it seems the gods were pleased
because this year's acts were among the
most exciting and varied yet. With
everything from heartfelt opera to rousing
poetry and, surprisingly topical and
informative, comic skits, it was a night to
be remembered! A hearty congratulations
to all our prize winners for their truly
captivating performances which kept us
entranced all evening.

We are incredibly grateful for all our
performers (students and professors alike)
who sacrificed their dignity and time in
order to entertain us. A special thanks to
Dr. Eli Diamond and Hilary Ilkay, our
wonderful King and Queen of the
Ceremonies, for presiding over this event
with grace, poise, and good humour. We
would also like to thank Dr. Christopher
Grundke for his support, hard work, and
advice and without whom this event would
not have been possible. And, as always, our
most heartfelt thanks to Donna Edwards
whose truly heroic abilities ensure the
smooth running of all our events and the
department itself.

PYTHIAN GAMES IX

Prize Winners
The Chair's Prize:
Aidan Cyr
Dein ist mein ganzes Herz
Pectus meum tuum est

Dr. Atherton Memorial
Latin Prize:
Angus Wilson and Jacob
Hopkins
A Tribute to Horace

Howard Murray Prize:
Intermediate Latin Class
Pliny's Tale of Terror

Alumni Prize:
Dana Melli, Toufeeq Skaff,
Hayat Alhussein, and
Akram Saleh
A Presentation of Arabic
Poetry

Classics Department Awards 2019-2020
Patrick Atherton Prize in Latin
Katherine Stratton is this year's recipient of
the Patrick Atherton Prize in Latin which is
awarded to the best Introductory Latin
student. Katherine is the departmental
administrator for the French Department,
and received her MA in French from Dal in
2015. She originally started taking Latin for
its usefulness in her field of Early Modern
Studies, but quickly fell in love with the
language for its own sake and is excited to
continue on to the Intermediate level. She
enjoys playing the piano and riding horses as
a member of the Halifax Junior Bengal
Lancers and the Dalhousie Equestrian team

Donald Hambrick Book Prize in
Greek
Arden Rogalsky is this year's recipient of
the Donald Hambrick Book Prize in Greek
which is awarded to the best Introductory
Greek student. Arden has just finished his
third year at Dalhousie and King's
in Classics and the History of Science. This
past year, he's come to greatly enjoy
thinking about the relations between
language and the study of nature. This has
taken him down a number of strange paths
—Platonic name-givers, early-modern
taxonomists, the dances of bees, and most
importantly, Greek class!

Classics Department Awards 2019-2020
Nicole Knox Memorial Prize
Zainab Syed is this year's recipient of the
Nicole Knox Memorial Prize which is
awarded for outstanding achievement in
Greek and Latin. Zainab is entering her 4th
year of an Honours degree in Classics. Her
research interests are primarily identity,
ethnicity, and citizenship in Classical Athens.
She can usually be found haunting the
department in search of coffee and
muttering incoherently about Attic orations.
She is also the president of Res Publica, the
undergraduate Classics society.

University Medal in Classics
Aidan Cyr is this year's recipient of the
University Medal in Classics which is
awarded for outstanding achievement in
Classics. Aidan is a graduate student in the
department of Classics at Dalhousie
University. His primary interests in the
areas of both public and private study are
theology, church history, and methods of
pastoral care. Outside of the academy, he
is the husband of an incomparably
precious wife and father to a joyously
energetic little boy. His time in the MA
program at Dalhousie will help him to
discern whether to enter into seminary
studies to become a Pastor or proceed
further in academia. He is excited to see
what the next two years will bring!

Visiting Speakers 2020-2021

We are pleased to announce the visiting speakers
for the upcoming year!
Please note that due to COVID-19 all our lectures will be on Zoom until further notice.
Fortunately, this will allow those who may not have been able to physically attend our
lectures in the past to participate!
We will be posting updates on our website and facebook page so please keep checking
those for details and the Zoom link for each event!

November 3rd

March 16th

Dr. Katya Vogt
Columbia University

Dr. Dermot Moran
Joseph Chair in Catholic Philosophy
Boston College

November 24th
Dr. Victoria Austen-Perry
University of Winnipeg

March 23rd
Dr. Peter Meineck
New York University

January 19th
Dr. Rodica Firanescu
Dalhousie University
February
Dr. Andre Laks
Universidad Panamericana

March 30th
Dr. Michael MacKinnon
University of Winnipeg
CAC/ACA Atlantic Tour

Summer Alumni Seminar
2021
Due to COVID-19, we were unable to host our much-anticipated
summer alumni seminar this year. However, all is not lost! We
will instead be hosting it in the summer of 2021.
The topic will remain the same, we will be discussing Euripides'
and Sophocles' Electra.
Our hope is to begin our event on Friday July 30th, 2021 with a
screening of Richard Strauss’ opera Elektra followed by a
reception, and then have our discussion sessions on Saturday
July 31st and Sunday August 1st. Luckily, you now have over a
year to clear your schedule and convince your fellow Classics
alumni to join us!
Our first Alumni seminar last summer was such a success and we
are saddened to have to postpone the second iteration, but we
hope you will understand and join us once again in 2021. We look
forward to seeing you there!

CAC National Sight Translation
Award Winners
The Dalhousie Classics Department is pleased to announce
that Angus Wilson and Malcolm Sepulchre have both received
Honourable Mentions in the Classical Association of Canada's
National Sight Translation competition in the Junior Latin
category. Congratulations! May you continue to be victorious
in all your endeavours!

Angus is in his 3rd year of an
Honours BA in Classics. He is a
frequent fixture of the campus
libraries, usually studying Latin and
being generally unaware of his
surroundings. He enjoys bad
historical movies and long tangents
about Virgil.

Originally from Mahone Bay, NS,
Malcolm is entering his third year
at King’s and Dal, planning to do a
combined Honours in Classics and
Contemporary Studies. His
proudest achievement from this
past year is a (surprisingly
singable!) Latin translation of Lady
Gaga’s Bad Romance.
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L'interprétation du carme de Simonide dans le Protagoras: une
herméneutique de la censure philsophique
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Divine Eros: The Providential and Perfective Ecstasy of God in
Dionsyius' Divine Names IV
Daniel Heide
The Metaphysical Origin of the Principles of Logical Thought in
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Michèle Anik Stanbury
"A Shrine for the Everlasting Gods": Matter and the Gods in
Proclus
Matthew Vanderkwaak
Damascian Negativity
Edward P. Butler

DIONYSIUS VOLUME XXXVII
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Thomas Aquinas' Attribution of Participation to Aristotle
Dwight Crowell
Divine Henads and Persons: Multiplicity's birth in the Principle
in Proclus and Aquinas
Wayne J. Hankey
The Cambridge Platonists in Henry Fielding's Christian
Platonic History of Tom Jones
James Bryson
The Problem of the Individuality of Archaic Man According to
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Thesis on Primitive Religions in a New Light
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Revisiting Jung and Corbin: A Review of Peter
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M. Laura Gemelli Marciano

PUBLISHING ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Dr. Christopher Austin on the
publication of two books on Sanskrit literature!

Pradyumna: Lover,
Magician, and Scion of
the Avatara
Dr. Christopher Austin
Published by Oxford
University Press

The
Pradyumnābhyudaya of
Ravivarman
A New Sanskrit Text of
the Trivandrum Edition
and English Translation.
Trans. Dr. Christopher
Austin
Published by
Harrassowitz Verlag

RES PUBLICA

Hello everyone! We are this year’s Res Publica exec, Zainab
Syed and Angus Wilson! These are strange times and a lot of
changes have been made at the university including in our
society. However, we’re working hard and committed to
making sure that the students of the department have a place
to touch base with other students, particularly senior
students, for support or advice. We are also planning online
events for students to engage with in the Fall semester. Even
though so much has changed, we’re really looking forward to
getting to know you all and making the most of the Fall
semester! If you’re interested in getting involved, or just want
to get in touch with us, join our Facebook group “Dalhousie
Res Publica Classics Undergraduate Society,” send us a
message on our instagram @respublicadal or email us at
respublicadal@gmail.com.

