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Current Projects
1. Sociocultural Implications of COVID-19
2. Partnering with Canadian Families to Understand and Address COVID-19 Pandemic Impacts on 

Youth Wellbeing

3. Examining Drivers of COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy
4. Creating a Culture of Sepsis Awareness
5. Value for Money
6. Improving Transitions in Care from the Intensive Care Unit
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The overarching aim of our program of research 
is to examine the knowledge, behaviours, 
underlying drivers, and associated implications 
relating to COVID-19 vaccination confidence 
and hesitancy. We aim to use our study results 
to educate, engage, and empower the Canadian 
public to be informed stewards of their own 
health. To achieve this goal, we are conducting 
a multi-phase mixed-methods study, involving a 
national cross-sectional survey, interviews and 
focus groups with a diverse group of Canadians, 
and knowledge translation activities.

Team Lead
Emily FitzGerald

Funder
Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research

Status
Data Analysis of Interviews
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Examining Drivers of Vaccine Hesitancy and 
Approaches to Improve Vaccine Confidence 
in Canada 

https://www.dal.ca/faculty/health/health-administration/research/research-teams/student-profiles1/EmilyFitzgerald.html
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=448784&lang=en


Recruiting
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We will soon be recruiting 
individuals across Canada to 
participate in focus groups.  
You must be
• ≥18 years
• Live in Canada
• Speak English or French
Check back for more 
information or contact the 
Project Lead, Emily directly.

mailto:jpl.healthresearchlab@dal.ca?subject=Vaccine%20Hestigancy%20Focus%20Group


Results to Date
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Factors affecting COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy among healthcare providers 
in 23 countries

Summary: This study found that a substantial minority of healthcare 
providers report COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy.  Findings suggest a need to 
address safety and risk concerns through tailored messaging, training, and/or 
incentive approaches among healthcare providers, as well as the need for 
international and national vaccination efforts to ensure equitable 
distribution.

Peer reviewed article published in Vaccine (2022)

Press Release May 31, 2022

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X2200545X?via%3Dihub
https://www.elsevier.com/about/press-releases/research-and-journals/international-study-reveals-factors-contributing-to-covid-19-vaccine-hesitancy-among-healthcare-providers


Visit Dr. Parsons Leigh’s
Applied Health Research & 
Knowledge Mobilization 
Lab Website for updates on 
ongoing research activities
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https://www.dal.ca/faculty/health/health-administration/research/research-teams/Research-team-Jeanna.html

